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Afghanistan
Thomas Barfield

9780691238562

£16.99

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

December 2022

Princeton University Press

A major history of Afghanistan and its changing political culture
 

Afghanistan traces the historic struggles and the changing nature of political authority in this volatile
region of the world, from the Mughal Empire in the sixteenth century to the Taliban resurgence today.
Thomas Barfield introduces readers to the bewildering diversity of tribal and ethnic groups in
Afghanistan, explaining what unites them as Afghans despite the regional, cultural, and political
differences that divide them. He shows how governing these peoples was relatively easy when power
was concentrated in a small dynastic elite, but how this delicate political order broke down in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries when Afghanistan's rulers mobilized rural militias to expel first the
British and later the Soviets. Armed insurgency proved remarkably successful against the foreign
occupiers, but it also undermined the Afghan government's authority and rendered the country ever
more difficult to govern as time passed. Barfield vividly describes how Afghanistan's armed factions
plunged the country into a civil war, giving rise to clerical rule by the Taliban and Afghanistan's
isolation from the world. He examines why the American invasion in the wake of September 11 toppled
the Taliban so quickly, and how this easy victory lulled the United States into falsely believing that a
viable state could be built just as easily.

 
Afghanistan is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand how a land conquered and ruled
by foreign dynasties for more than a thousand years became the "graveyard of empires" for the British
and Soviets, and why the United States failed to avoid the same fate.

Age of Coexistence
Ussama Makdisi

9780520258884

£25.00

Hardcover

History / Middle East

October 2019

University of California Press

"Flawless . . . [Makdisi] reminds us of the critical declarations of secularism which
existed in the history of the Middle East."—Robert Fisk, The Independent 

 
Today’s headlines paint the Middle East as a collection of war-torn countries and extremist groups
consumed by sectarian rage. Ussama Makdisi’s Age of Coexistence reveals a hidden and hopeful story
that counters this clichéd portrayal. It shows how a region rich with ethnic and religious diversity
created a modern culture of coexistence amid Ottoman reformation, European colonialism, and the
emergence of nationalism.

 
 Moving from the nineteenth century to the present, this groundbreaking book explores, without denial
or equivocation, the politics of pluralism during the Ottoman Empire and in the post-Ottoman Arab
world. Rather than judging the Arab world as a place of age-old sectarian animosities, Age of
Coexistence describes the forging of a complex system of coexistence, what Makdisi calls the
“ecumenical frame.” He argues that new forms of antisectarian politics, and some of the most
important examples of Muslim-Christian political collaboration, crystallized to make and define the
modern Arab world.

 
 Despite massive challenges and setbacks, and despite the persistence of colonialism and
authoritarianism, this framework for coexistence has endured for nearly a century. It is a reminder
that religious diversity does not automatically lead to sectarianism. Instead, as Makdisi demonstrates,
people of different faiths, but not necessarily of different political outlooks, have consistently tried to
build modern societies that transcend religious and sectarian differences.

The Arab Winter
Noah Feldman

9780691227931

£13.99

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

August 2021

Princeton University Press

A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice
 Why the conventional wisdom about the Arab Spring is wrong

The Arab Spring promised to end dictatorship and bring self-government to people across the Middle
East. Yet everywhere except Tunisia it led to either renewed dictatorship, civil war, extremist terror, or
all three. In The Arab Winter, Noah Feldman argues that the Arab Spring was nevertheless not an
unmitigated failure, much less an inevitable one. Rather, it was a noble, tragic series of events in
which, for the first time in recent Middle Eastern history, Arabic-speaking peoples took free, collective
political action as they sought to achieve self-determination.

 
Focusing on the Egyptian revolution and counterrevolution, the Syrian civil war, the rise and fall of
ISIS in Syria and Iraq, and the Tunisian struggle toward Islamic constitutionalism, Feldman provides
an original account of the political consequences of the Arab Spring, including the reaffirmation of
pan-Arab identity, the devastation of Arab nationalisms, and the death of political Islam with the
collapse of ISIS. He also challenges commentators who say that the Arab Spring was never truly
transformative, that Arab popular self-determination was a mirage, and even that Arabs or Muslims
are less capable of democracy than other peoples.

 
Above all, The Arab Winter shows that we must not let the tragic outcome of the Arab Spring disguise
its inherent human worth. People whose political lives had been determined from the outside tried,
and for a time succeeded, in making politics for themselves. That this did not result in constitutional
democracy or a better life for most of those affected doesn't mean the effort didn't matter. To the
contrary, it matters for history—and it matters for the future.

Atatürk
M. Sükrü Hanioglu

9780691175829

£17.99

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East / Turkey & Ottoman

Empire

March 2017

Princeton University Press

A biography of the founder of modern Turkey that chronicles the ideas that shaped him
 

When Mustafa Kemal Atatürk became the first president of Turkey in 1923, he set about transforming
his country into a secular republic where nationalism sanctified by science—and by the personality cult
Atatürk created around himself—would reign supreme as the new religion. This book provides the first
in-depth look at the intellectual life of the Turkish Republic's founder. In doing so, it frames him
within the historical context of the turbulent age in which he lived, and explores the uneasy transition
from the late Ottoman imperial order to the modern Turkish state through his life and ideas.

 
Shedding light on one of the most complex and enigmatic statesmen of the modern era, M. Sükrü
Hanioglu takes readers from Atatürk's youth as a Muslim boy in the volatile ethnic cauldron of
Macedonia, to his education in nonreligious and military schools, to his embrace of Turkish
nationalism and the modernizing Young Turks movement. Who was this figure who sought glory as an
ambitious young officer in World War I, defied the victorious Allies intent on partitioning the Turkish
heartland, and defeated the last sultan? Hanioglu charts Atatürk's intellectual and ideological
development at every stage of his life, demonstrating how he was profoundly influenced by the new
ideas that were circulating in the sprawling Ottoman realm. He shows how Atatürk drew on a unique
mix of scientism, materialism, social Darwinism, positivism, and other theories to fashion a grand
utopian framework on which to build his new nation.

 
Now with a new preface, this book provides the first in-depth look at the intellectual life of the Turkish
Republic's founder.
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Beirut
Samir Kassir

9780520271265

£30.00

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

November 2010

University of California Press

Widely praised as the definitive history of Beirut, this is the story of a city that has stood at the
crossroads of Mediterranean civilization for more than four thousand years. The last major work
completed by Samir Kassir before his tragic death in 2005, Beirut is a tour de force that takes the
reader from the ancient to the modern world, offering a dazzling panorama of the city's Seleucid,
Roman, Arab, Ottoman, and French incarnations. Kassir vividly describes Beirut's spectacular growth
in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, concentrating on its emergence after the Second World War
as a cosmopolitan capital until its near destruction during the devastating Lebanese civil war of 1975-
1990. Generously illustrated and eloquently written, Beirut illuminates contemporary issues of
modernity and democracy while at the same time memorably recreating the atmosphere of one of the
world's most picturesque, dynamic, and resilient cities.

Empire of Salons
Helen Pfeifer

9780691195230

£35.00

Hardcover

History / Middle East / Turkey & Ottoman

Empire

March 2022

Princeton University Press

A history of the Ottoman incorporation of Arab lands that shows how gentlemanly
salons shaped culture, society, and governance

 
Historians have typically linked Ottoman imperial cohesion in the sixteenth century to the bureaucracy
or the sultan’s court. In Empire of Salons, Helen Pfeifer points instead to a critical but overlooked
factor: gentlemanly salons. Pfeifer demonstrates that salons—exclusive assemblies in which elite men
displayed their knowledge and status—contributed as much as any formal institution to the empire’s
political stability. These key laboratories of Ottoman culture, society, and politics helped men to build
relationships and exchange ideas across the far-flung Ottoman lands. Pfeifer shows that salons played
a central role in Syria and Egypt’s integration into the empire after the conquest of 1516–17.

 
Pfeifer anchors her narrative in the life and network of the star scholar of sixteenth-century Damascus,
Badr al-Din al-Ghazzi (d. 1577), and she reveals that Arab elites were more influential within the
empire than previously recognized. Their local knowledge and scholarly expertise competed with, and
occasionally even outshone, that of the most powerful officials from Istanbul. Ultimately, Ottoman
culture of the era was forged collaboratively, by Arab and Turkophone actors alike.

 
Drawing on a range of Arabic and Ottoman Turkish sources, Empire of Salons illustrates the extent to
which magnificent gatherings of Ottoman gentlemen contributed to the culture and governance of
empire.

Gaza
Norman Finkelstein

9780520318335

£23.00

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East / Israel & Palestine

July 2021

University of California Press

"In its comprehensive sweep, deep probing and acute critical analysis, Finkelstein's
study stands alone."—Noam Chomsky

 
"No one who ventures an opinion on Gaza . . . is entitled to do so without taking into
account the evidence in this book."

 —The Intercept

The Gaza Strip is among the most densely populated places in the world. More than two-thirds of its
inhabitants are refugees, and more than half are under eighteen years of age. Since 2004, Israel has
launched eight devastating “operations” against Gaza’s largely defenseless population. Thousands have
perished, and tens of thousands have been left homeless. In the meantime, Israel has subjected Gaza to
a merciless illegal blockade.

  
 What has befallen Gaza is a man-made humanitarian disaster.

  
 Based on scores of human rights reports, Norman G. Finkelstein's new book presents a meticulously
researched inquest into Gaza’s martyrdom. He shows that although Israel has justified its assaults in
the name of self-defense, in fact these actions constituted flagrant violations of international law.

  
 But Finkelstein also documents that the guardians of international law—from Amnesty International
and Human Rights Watch to the UN Human Rights Council—ultimately failed Gaza. One of his most
disturbing conclusions is that, after Judge Richard Goldstone's humiliating retraction of his UN report,
human rights organizations succumbed to the Israeli juggernaut.

 
Finkelstein’s magnum opus is both a monument to Gaza’s martyrs and an act of resistance against the
forgetfulness of history.

Hezbollah
Augustus Richar Norton

9780691180885

£13.99

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

September 2018

Princeton University Press

Featuring a new prologue and conclusion and two new chapters on recent developments
 

With Hezbollah’s entry into the Lebanese government in 2009 and forceful intervention in the Syrian
civil war, the potent Shi‘i political and military organization continues to play an enormous role in the
Middle East. A hybrid of militia, political party, and social services and public works provider, the
group is the most powerful player in Lebanon. Policymakers in the United States and Israel usually
denounce Hezbollah as a dangerous terrorist organization and refuse to engage with it, yet even its
adversaries need to contend with its durability and resilient popular support. Augustus Richard
Norton’s incisive account stands as the most lucid, informed, and balanced analysis of Hezbollah yet
written—and this expanded and fully updated third edition features a new prologue and conclusion
and two new chapters largely devoted to the group’s recent activities, including its involvement in
Syria. Hezbollah is a work of perennial importance and remains essential reading for anyone who
wants to understand the Middle East.
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History of Mehmed the
Conqueror
Kritovoulos Kritovoulos

9780691197913

£58.00

Hardcover

History / Middle East

March 2019

Princeton University Press

Five hundred years ago the great walled city of Constantinople fell under the relentless siege of the
Ottoman Turks led by Sultan Mehmed II, Mehmed the Conqueror. Kristovoulos, one of the vanquished
Greeks, later entered into the service of the Conqueror and began to write a history of the Sultan's life,
starting with the year 1451, the beginning of Mehmed's 31-year reign. Death apparently prevented
Kritovoulos from completing his account, but the manuscript covering the first seventeen years has
been preserved and this exciting chronicle is here translated into English for the first time.

 Charles T. Riggs, who died in February 1953 at Robert College in modern Istanbul, was a missionary in
the Near East.

 
Originally published in 1954.

 
The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access
to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press
since its founding in 1905.

The Impossible State
Wael Hallaq

9780231162579

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

September 2014

Columbia University Press

Wael B. Hallaq boldly argues that the "Islamic state," judged by any standard definition of what the
modern state represents, is both impossible and inherently self-contradictory. Comparing the legal,
political, moral, and constitutional histories of premodern Islam and Euro-America, he finds the
adoption and practice of the modern state to be highly problematic for modern Muslims. He also
critiques more expansively modernity's moral predicament, which renders impossible any project
resting solely on ethical foundations.

 
The modern state not only suffers from serious legal, political, and constitutional issues, Hallaq argues,
but also, by its very nature, fashions a subject inconsistent with what it means to be, or to live as, a
Muslim. By Islamic standards, the state's technologies of the self are severely lacking in moral
substance, and today's Islamic state, as Hallaq shows, has done little to advance an acceptable form of
genuine Shari'a governance. The Islamists' constitutional battles in Egypt and Pakistan, the Islamic
legal and political failures of the Iranian Revolution, and similar disappointments underscore this fact.
Nevertheless, the state remains the favored template of the Islamists and the ulama (Muslim
clergymen).

 
Providing Muslims with a path toward realizing the good life, Hallaq turns to the rich moral resources
of Islamic history. Along the way, he proves political and other "crises of Islam" are not unique to the
Islamic world nor to the Muslim religion. These crises are integral to the modern condition of both
East and West, and by acknowledging these parallels, Muslims can engage more productively with
their Western counterparts.

In Quest of Justice
Khaled Fahmy

9780520395619

£25.00

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East / Egypt

February 2023

University of California Press

In Quest of Justice provides the first full account of the establishment and workings of a new kind of
state in Egypt in the modern period. Drawing on groundbreaking research in the Egyptian archives,
this highly original book shows how the state affected those subject to it and their response.
Illustrating how shari’a was actually implemented, how criminal justice functioned, and how scientific-
medical knowledges and practices were introduced, Khaled Fahmy offers exciting new interpretations
that are neither colonial nor nationalist. Moreover he shows how lower-class Egyptians did not see
modern practices that fused medical and legal purposes in new ways as contrary to Islam. This is a
major contribution to our understanding of Islam and modernity. 

Iran Rising
Amin Saikal

9780691193434

£24.00

History / Middle East / Iran

February 2019

Princeton University Press

On the fortieth anniversary of the 1978–79 Iranian revolution, a definitive political
picture of the Islamic Republic

When Iranians overthrew their monarchy, rejecting a pro-Western shah in favor of an Islamic regime,
many observers predicted that revolutionary turmoil would paralyze the country for decades to come.
Yet forty years after the 1978–79 revolution, Iran has emerged as a critical player in the Middle East
and the wider world, as demonstrated in part by the 2015 international nuclear agreement. In Iran
Rising, renowned Iran specialist Amin Saikal describes how the country has managed to survive
despite ongoing domestic struggles, Western sanctions, and countless other serious challenges.

Saikal explores Iran’s recent history, beginning with the revolution, which set in motion a number of
developments, including war with Iraq, precarious relations with Arab neighbors, and hostilities with
Israel and the United States. He highlights the regime’s agility as it navigated a complex relationship
with Afghanistan during the Soviet invasion, survived the Gulf wars, and handled fallout from the Iraqi
and Syrian crises. Such success, Saikal maintains, stems from a distinctive political order, comprising
both a supreme Islamic leader and an elected president and national assembly, which can fuse
religious and nationalist assertiveness with pragmatic policy actions at home and abroad.

But Iran’s accomplishments, including its nuclear development and ability to fight ISIS, have cost its
people, who are desperately pressuring the ruling clerics for economic and social reforms—changes
that might in turn influence the country’s foreign policy. Amid heightened global anxiety over
alliances, terrorism, and nuclear threats, Iran Rising offers essential reading for understanding a
country that, more than ever, is a force to watch.
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ISIS
Fawaz A. Gerges

9780691211916

£14.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

November 2021

Princeton University Press

An authoritative introduction to ISIS—now expanded and revised to bring events up to
the present

 
The Islamic State stunned the world with its savagery, destructiveness, and military and recruiting
successes. However, its most striking and distinctive characteristic was its capacity to build governing
institutions and a theologically grounded national identity. What explains the rise of ISIS and the
caliphate, and what does it portend for the future of the Middle East? In this book, one of the world’s
leading authorities on political Islam and jihadism sheds new light on these questions. Moving beyond
journalistic accounts, Fawaz Gerges provides a clear and compelling explanation of the deeper
conditions that fuel ISIS. This new edition brings the story of ISIS to the present, covering key events—
from the military defeat of its territorial state to the death of its leader al-Baghdadi—and analyzing
how the ongoing Syrian, Iraqi, and Saudi-Iranian conflict could lead to ISIS’s revival.

Israel's Counterterrorism
Strategy
Boaz Ganor

9780231199230

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

July 2021

Columbia University Press

Since declaring independence in 1948, Israel has been involved in an intractable conflict with the
Palestinians and its neighbors. While violence has ebbed and flowed over the years, the threat of
terrorism has remained a constant factor, shaping Israeli security policy in a unique way.

 
Boaz Ganor provides an authoritative analysis of Israel’s approach to counterterrorism throughout its
existence. Drawing on unprecedented access to Israeli leaders, he offers a comprehensive insider’s
account of the decision-making processes, challenges, and dilemmas at the core of counterterror
activities. Beginning with infiltration attacks from neighboring states immediately after independence
and proceeding through the formation of organized Palestinian terror organizations up to the present
day, this book details distinct eras of terrorism and how the Israeli state has counteracted them. Ganor
also highlights the dynamic nature of both terrorism and counterterrorism: Just as waves of terror
rise, fall, and evolve, so too do the measures employed to respond to them. He distills the lessons of
Israel’s experience into key tenets for other countries facing the challenge of terrorism.

 
The book features revelatory personal testimony from senior Israeli decision makers who have played
pivotal roles in counterterrorism strategy, including prime ministers, defense ministers, Israeli
Defense Forces chiefs of staff, and directors of Mossad and Shin Bet. Israel’s Counterterrorism
Strategy is indispensable reading for students, scholars, and practitioners alike.

Jerusalem
Juliana Froggatt

9780520299900

£30.00

Hardcover

History / Middle East / Israel & Palestine

March 2022

University of California Press

An expansive history of Jerusalem as a cultural crossroads, and a fresh look at the
urban development of one of the world's most mythologized cities.

 
Jerusalem is often seen as an eternal battlefield in the "clash of civilizations" and in endless, inevitable
wars of religion. But if we abandon this limiting image when reviewing the entirety of its concrete
urban history—from its beginnings to today—we discover a global city at the world's crossroads.
Jerusalem is the common cradle of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, whose long and intertwined pasts
include as much exchange and reciprocal influence as conflict and confrontation. This synthetic
account is the first to make available to the general public Jerusalem's whole history, informed by the
latest archaeological finds, unexplored archives, and ongoing research and offering a completely
renewed understanding of the city's past and geography. This book is an indispensable guide to
understanding why the world converges on Jerusalem.

The Jews of Islam
Bernard Lewis

9780691160870

£18.99

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

September 2014

Princeton University Press

This landmark book probes Muslims' attitudes toward Jews and Judaism as a special case of their view
of other religious minorities in predominantly Muslim societies. With authority, sympathy and wit,
Bernard Lewis demolishes two competing stereotypes: the Islamophobic picture of the fanatical
Muslim warrior, sword in one hand and Qur'ān in the other, and the overly romanticized depiction of
Muslim societies as interfaith utopias.

 
Featuring a new introduction by Mark R. Cohen, this Princeton Classics edition sets the Judaeo-
Islamic tradition against a vivid background of Jewish and Islamic history. For those wishing a concise
overview of the long period of Jewish-Muslim relations, The Jews of Islam remains an essential
starting point.
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The Kushnameh
Iranshah Iranshah

9780520385306

£21.00

Trade Paperback

Fiction / World Literature / Middle East

July 2022

University of California Press

The first English translation of a strange and unusual Persian epic, this action-packed
tale of an evil, monstrous king explores questions of nature and nurture and brings the
global middle ages to life.

 
The great Persian epic known as the Kushnameh follows the entangled lives of Kush the Tusked––a
monstrous antihero with tusks and ears like an elephant, descended from the evil emperor Zahhak––
and Abtin, the exiled grandson of the last true Persian emperor. Abandoned at birth in the forests of
China and raised by Abtin, Kush grows into a powerful and devious warrior. Kush and his foes scheme
and wage war across a global stage reaching from Spain and Africa to China and Korea. Between epic
battles and magnificent feasts are disturbing, sometimes realistic portrayals of abuse and oppression
and philosophical speculation about nature and nurture and the origins of civilization.

  
 A fantastical adventure story stretching across the known world and a literary classic of unparalleled
richness, this important work of medieval Persian literature is a valuable source for understanding the
history of racism and constructions of race and the flows of lore and legend from the Central Asian Silk
Road and the Sahara to the sea routes of the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean. The Kushnameh is
a treasure trove of Islamic and pre-Islamic Persian cultural history and a striking contemporary
document of the “global middle ages,” now available to English-speaking readers for the first time.

  

The Last Muslim Conquest
Gábor Ágoston

9780691159324

£35.00

Hardcover

History / Middle East / Turkey & Ottoman

Empire

June 2021

Princeton University Press

A monumental work of history that reveals the Ottoman dynasty's important role in the
emergence of early modern Europe

 
The Ottomans have long been viewed as despots who conquered through sheer military might, and
whose dynasty was peripheral to those of Europe. The Last Muslim Conquest transforms our
understanding of the Ottoman Empire, showing how Ottoman statecraft was far more pragmatic and
sophisticated than previously acknowledged, and how the Ottoman dynasty was a crucial player in the
power struggles of early modern Europe.

 
In this panoramic and multifaceted book, Gábor Ágoston captures the grand sweep of Ottoman
history, from the dynasty's stunning rise to power at the turn of the fourteenth century to the Siege of
Vienna in 1683, which ended Ottoman incursions into central Europe. He discusses how the Ottoman
wars of conquest gave rise to the imperial rivalry with the Habsburgs, and brings vividly to life the
intrigues of sultans, kings, popes, and spies. Ágoston examines the subtler methods of Ottoman
conquest, such as dynastic marriages and the incorporation of conquered peoples into the Ottoman
administration, and argues that while the Ottoman Empire was shaped by Turkish, Iranian, and
Islamic influences, it was also an integral part of Europe and was, in many ways, a European empire.

 
Rich in narrative detail, The Last Muslim Conquest looks at Ottoman military capabilities, frontier
management, law, diplomacy, and intelligence, offering new perspectives on the gradual shift in power
between the Ottomans and their European rivals and reframing the old story of Ottoman decline.

Making the Arab World
Fawaz A. Gerges

9780691196466

£16.99

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

August 2019

Princeton University Press

How the conflict between political Islamists and secular-leaning nationalists has shaped
the modern Middle East

 
In Making the Arab World, Fawaz Gerges, one of the world's leading authorities on the Middle East,
describes how the clash between pan-Arab nationalism and pan-Islamism has shaped the history of
the region from the 1920s to the present. He tells this story through an unprecedented dual biography
of Egyptian president and Arab nationalist leader Gamal Abdel Nasser (1918–1970) and another of the
twentieth-century Arab world's most influential figures—Sayyid Qutb (1906–1966), a leading member
of the Muslim Brotherhood and the father of many branches of radical political Islam. Based on a
decade of research, including in-depth interviews with many leading figures in the story, Making the
Arab World is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the roots of the turmoil engulfing
the Middle East, from civil wars to Al-Qaeda and ISIS.

The Muqaddimah
Ibn Ibn Khaldûn

9780691166285

£20.00

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

April 2015

Princeton University Press

The Muqaddimah, often translated as "Introduction" or "Prolegomenon," is the most important
Islamic history of the premodern world. Written by the great fourteenth-century Arab scholar Ibn
Khaldûn (d. 1406), this monumental work established the foundations of several fields of knowledge,
including the philosophy of history, sociology, ethnography, and economics. The first complete English
translation, by the eminent Islamicist and interpreter of Arabic literature Franz Rosenthal, was
published in three volumes in 1958 as part of the Bollingen Series and received immediate acclaim in
the United States and abroad. A one-volume abridged version of Rosenthal's masterful translation first
appeared in 1969.

 
This Princeton Classics edition of the abridged version includes Rosenthal's original introduction as
well as a contemporary introduction by Bruce B. Lawrence. This volume makes available a seminal
work of Islam and medieval and ancient history to twenty-first century audiences.
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Oil Leaders
Ibrahim AlMuhanna

9780231189743

£28.00

Hardcover

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

May 2022

Columbia University Press

Oil is an unusual commodity in that individual decisions can have an outsized effect on the market.
OPEC+’s choice to increase production, for instance, might send prices falling, affecting both oil
producers and consumers worldwide. What do the leading oil market players consider before making a
fateful move?

 
Oil Leaders offers an unprecedented glimpse into the strategic thinking of top figures in the energy
world from the 1980s through the recent past. Ibrahim AlMuhanna—a close adviser to four different
Saudi oil ministers during that period—examines the role of individual and collective decision making
in shaping market movements. He analyzes how powerful individuals made critical choices, tracking
how they responded to the flow of information on pivotal market and political events and predicted
reactions from allies and adversaries. AlMuhanna highlights how the media has played an increasingly
important role as a conduit of information among multiple players in the oil market. Energy leaders
have learned to manage the signals they send to the market and to other relevant players in order to
avoid sending oil prices into a spiral.

 
AlMuhanna draws on personal familiarity with many of these individual decision makers as well as his
participation in decades of closed-door sessions where crucial choices were made. Featuring revelatory
behind-the-scenes perspective on pivotal oil market events and dynamics, this book is a must-read for
practitioners and policy makers engaged with the global energy world.

The Ottoman World
Hakan T. Karateke

9780520303454

£34.00

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East / Turkey & Ottoman

Empire

November 2021

University of California Press

The Ottoman lands, which extended from modern Hungary to the Arabian peninsula, were home to a
vast population with a rich variety of cultures. The Ottoman World is the first primary source reader to
bring a wide and diverse set of voices across Ottoman society into the classroom. Written in many
languages—not only Ottoman Turkish but also Arabic, Armenian, Greek, Hebrew, Italian, and Persian
—these texts, here translated, span the extent of the early modern Ottoman empire, from the 1450s to
1700.

 
 Instructors are supplied with narratives conveying the lived experiences of individuals through texts
that highlight human variety and accelerate a trend away from a state-centric approach to Ottoman
history. In addition, samples from court registers, legends, biographical accounts, hagiographies, short
stories, witty anecdotes, jokes, and lampoons provide exciting glimpses into popular mindsets in
Ottoman society. By reflecting new directions in the scholarship with an innovative choice of texts, this
collection provides a vital resource for teachers and students.

 

Palestinian Identity
Rashid Khalidi

9780231150750

£22.00

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East / Israel & Palestine

December 2009

Columbia University Press

This foundational text now features a new introduction by Rashid Khalidi reflecting on the significance
of his work over the past decade and its relationship to the struggle for Palestinian nationhood. Khalidi
also casts an eye to the future, noting the strength of Palestinian identity and social solidarity yet
wondering whether current trends will lead to Palestinian statehood and independence.

Prisoner of the Infidels
Osman Of Timisoara

9780520383395

£15.99

Trade Paperback

Fiction / World Literature / Middle East

September 2021

University of California Press

Victor Hugo meets Papillon in this effervescent memoir of war, slavery, and self-
discovery, told with aplomb and humor in its first English translation.

 
 A pioneering work of Ottoman Turkish literature, Prisoner of the Infidels brings the seventeenth-
century memoir of Osman Agha of Timişoara—slave, adventurer, and diplomat—into English for the
first time. The sweeping story of Osman’s life begins upon his capture and subsequent enslavement
during the Ottoman–Habsburg Wars. Adrift in a landscape far from his home and traded from one
master to another, Osman tells a tale of indignation and betrayal but also of wonder and resilience,
punctuated with queer trysts, back-alley knife fights, and elaborate ruses to regain his freedom.

 
 Throughout his adventures, Osman is forced to come to terms with his personhood and sense of
belonging: What does it mean to be alone in a foreign realm and treated as subhuman chattel, yet
surrounded by those who see him as an object of exotic desire or even genuine affection? Through his
eyes, we are treated to an intimate view of seventeenth-century Europe from the singular perspective
of an insider/outsider, who by the end his account can no longer reckon the boundary between Islam
and Christendom, between the land of his capture and the land of his birth, or even between slavery
and redemption.
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Republic of Fear
Kanan Makiya

9780520214392

£27.00

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

June 1998

University of California Press

First published in 1989, just before the Gulf War broke out, Republic of Fear was the only book that
explained the motives of the Saddam Hussein regime in invading and annexing Kuwait. This edition,
updated in 1998, has a substantial introduction focusing on the changes in Hussein's regime since the
Gulf War.

 
In 1968 a coup d'état brought into power an extraordinary regime in Iraq, one that stood apart from
other regimes in the Middle East. Between 1968 and 1980, this new regime, headed by the Arab Ba'th
Socialist party, used ruthless repression and relentless organization to transform the way Iraqis think
and react to political questions. In just twelve years, a party of a few thousand people grew to include
nearly ten percent of the Iraqi population.

 
This book describes the experience of Ba'thism from 1968 to 1980 and analyzes the kind of political
authority it engendered, culminating in the personality cult around Saddam Hussein. Fear, the author
argues, is at the heart of Ba'thi politics and has become the cement for a genuine authority, however
bizarre.

 
Examining Iraqi history in a search for clues to understanding contemporary political affairs, the
author illustrates how the quality of Ba'thi pan-Arabism as an ideology, the centrality of the first
experience of pan-Arabism in Iraq, and the interaction between the Ba'th and communist parties in
Iraq from 1958 to 1968 were crucial in shaping the current regime.

 
Saddam Hussein's decision to launch all-out war against Iran in September 1980 marks the end of the
first phase of this re-shaping of modern Iraqi politics. The Iraq-Iran war is a momentous event in its
own right, but for Iraq, the author argues, the war diverts dissent against the Ba'thi regime by focusing
attention on the specter of an enemy beyond Iraq's borders, thus masking a hidden potential for even
greater violence inside Iraq.

The Road to 9/11
Peter Dale Scott

9780520258716

£23.00

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

September 2007

University of California Press

This is an ambitious, meticulous examination of how U.S. foreign policy since the 1960s has led to
partial or total cover-ups of past domestic criminal acts, including, perhaps, the catastrophe of 9/11.
Peter Dale Scott, whose previous books have investigated CIA involvement in southeast Asia, the drug
wars, and the Kennedy assassination, here probes how the policies of presidents since Nixon have
augmented the tangled bases for the 2001 terrorist attack. Scott shows how America's expansion into
the world since World War II has led to momentous secret decision making at high levels. He
demonstrates how these decisions by small cliques are responsive to the agendas of private wealth at
the expense of the public, of the democratic state, and of civil society. He shows how, in implementing
these agendas, U.S. intelligence agencies have become involved with terrorist groups they once backed
and helped create, including al Qaeda.

Sea Change
Amanda Phillips

9780520303591

£55.00

Hardcover

History / Middle East / Turkey & Ottoman

Empire

April 2021

University of California Press

Textiles were the second-most-traded commodity in all of world history, preceded only by grain. In the
Ottoman Empire in particular, the sale and exchange of silks, cottons, and woolens generated an
immense amount of revenue and touched every level of society, from rural women tending silkworms
to pashas flaunting layers of watered camlet to merchants traveling to Mecca and beyond. Sea Change
offers the first comprehensive history of the Ottoman textile sector, arguing that the trade's enduring
success resulted from its openness to expertise and objects from far-flung locations. Amanda Phillips
skillfully marries art history with social and economic history, integrating formal analysis of various
textiles into wider discussions of how trade, technology, and migration impacted the production and
consumption of textiles in the Mediterranean from around 1400 to 1800. Surveying a vast network of
textile topographies that stretched from India to Italy and from Egypt to Iran, Sea Change illuminates
often neglected aspects of material culture, showcasing the objects' ability to tell new kinds of stories.

  

Security Politics in the Gulf
Monarchies
David B. Roberts

9780231205252

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

April 2023

Columbia University Press

The Gulf monarchies—Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, and the United Arab Emirates—
play crucial roles in world markets and politics. Their economies, which have traditionally been driven
by oil revenues, have simultaneously propelled transformative change and preserved the traditional
order. Fossil fuel wealth has underwritten an implicit social contract characterized by generous welfare
states, ruler-centric politics, and a heavy state presence in the economy, facilitating stability during
tumultuous times. However, as the transition toward renewable energy looms, will the Gulf
monarchies be able to adapt?

 
David B. Roberts offers a definitive guide to continuity and change in the Gulf region. He explores the
forces challenging and bolstering the status quo across the political, social, economic, military, and
environmental dimensions of security. Roberts examines the six monarchies individually and
holistically, considering their recent histories and contemporary concerns. Beneath wide-ranging
changes affecting these countries, he pinpoints key dynamics and structures that have persisted over
the long term. The book examines key topics such as generational change in leadership, migrant
workers, female labor force participation, U.S. military influence, and the multifaceted threat of
climate change. Roberts scrutinizes how a move away from the oil-centered economic model could
reverberate across the social spectrum, with profound implications for security. Suitable for a range of
courses and offering important new insights for experts, this book is an accessible and up-to-date
overview of the politics of a key world region.
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Studies on the Iranian
World
Anna Krasnowolska

9788323339557

£41.95

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East / Iran

February 2023

Jagiellonian University Press

Today, the Iranian world, which encompasses the whole Persian-speaking and culturally "Persianate"
region, including Afghanistan, Kurdistan, Tajikistan, parts of Central Asia and the Indian
subcontinent, is a geopolitically sensitive region. But it is also a distinct cultural area with a rich and
complex history, a mosaic of ethnic and religious groups, ancient languages and dialects, and
sophisticated literatures. The essays in this volume address a broad range of questions from a variety
of fields, including languages, literature, religions, history, anthropology, demography, sociology,
medicine, art, and film. The second volume covers events occurring in the medieval and modern
Iranian world.

Sunnis and Shi'a
Laurence Louër

9780691234502

£18.99

Trade Paperback

History / Middle East

May 2022

Princeton University Press

A compelling history of the ancient schism that continues to divide the Islamic world
 

When Muhammad died in 632 without a male heir, Sunnis contended that the choice of a successor
should fall to his closest companions, but Shi'a believed that God had inspired the Prophet to appoint
his cousin and son-in-law, Ali, as leader. So began a schism that is nearly as old as Islam itself.
Laurence Louër tells the story of this ancient rivalry, taking readers from the last days of Muhammad
to the political and doctrinal clashes of Sunnis and Shi'a today.

 
In a sweeping historical narrative spanning the Islamic world, Louër shows how the Sunni-Shi'a divide
was never just a dispute over succession—at issue are questions about the very nature of Islamic
political authority. She challenges the widespread perception of Sunnis and Shi'a as bitter enemies who
are perpetually at war with each other, demonstrating how they have coexisted peacefully at various
periods throughout the history of Islam. Louër traces how sectarian tensions have been inflamed or
calmed depending on the political contingencies of the moment, whether to consolidate the rule of
elites, assert clerical control over the state, or defy the powers that be.

 
Timely and provocative, Sunnis and Shi'a provides needed perspective on the historical roots of
today's conflicts and reveals how both branches of Islam have influenced and emulated each other in
unexpected ways. This compelling and accessible book also examines the diverse regional contexts of
the Sunni-Shi'a divide, examining how it has shaped societies and politics in countries such as Iraq,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Yemen, and Lebanon.

Sunnis and Shi'a
Laurence Louër

9780691186610

£25.00

Hardcover

History / Middle East

February 2020

Princeton University Press

A compelling history of the ancient schism that continues to divide the Islamic world

When Muhammad died in 632 without a male heir, Sunnis contended that the choice of a successor
should fall to his closest companions, but Shi'a believed that God had inspired the Prophet to appoint
his cousin and son-in-law, Ali, as leader. So began a schism that is nearly as old as Islam itself.
Laurence Louër tells the story of this ancient rivalry, taking readers from the last days of Muhammad
to the political and doctrinal clashes of Sunnis and Shi'a today.

 
In a sweeping historical narrative spanning the Islamic world, Louër shows how the Sunni-Shi'a divide
was never just a dispute over succession—at issue are questions about the very nature of Islamic
political authority. She challenges the widespread perception of Sunnis and Shi'a as bitter enemies who
are perpetually at war with each other, demonstrating how they have coexisted peacefully at various
periods throughout the history of Islam. Louër traces how sectarian tensions have been inflamed or
calmed depending on the political contingencies of the moment, whether to consolidate the rule of
elites, assert clerical control over the state, or defy the powers that be.

 
Timely and provocative, Sunnis and Shi'a provides needed perspective on the historical roots of
today's conflicts and reveals how both branches of Islam have influenced and emulated each other in
unexpected ways. This compelling and accessible book also examines the diverse regional contexts of
the Sunni-Shi'a divide, examining how it has shaped societies and politics in countries such as Iraq,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Yemen, and Lebanon.

Syrian Requiem
Itamar Rabinovich

9780691242071

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

December 2022

Princeton University Press

A compact, incisive history of a war that was an ominous prelude to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine

 
Leaving almost half a million dead and displacing an estimated twelve million people, the Syrian Civil
War is a humanitarian catastrophe of unimaginable scale. Syrian Requiem analyzes the causes and
course of this bitter conflict—from its first spark in a peaceful Arab Spring protest to the tenuous
victory of the Asad dictatorship—and traces how the fighting has reduced Syria to a crisis-ridden vassal
state with little prospect of political reform, national reconciliation, or economic reconstruction.

 
Israel’s chief negotiator with Syria during the mid-1990s, Itamar Rabinovich brings unmatched
expertise and insight to the politics of the Middle East. Drawing on more than two hundred specially
conducted interviews with key players, Rabinovich and Carmit Valensi assess the roles of local,
regional, and global interests in the war. Local sectarian divisions established the fault lines of the
initial conflict, ultimately leading to the rise of the brutal Islamic State. However, Syria rapidly became
the stage for proxy warfare between contending regional powers, including Israel, Turkey, and Iran. At
the same time, while a war-weary United States attempted to reduce its military involvement in the
Middle East, a resurgent Russia regained regional influence by supporting Syrian government forces.
Telling the story of the war and its aftermath, Rabinovich and Valensi also examine the considerable
potential for renewed conflict and the difficult policy choices facing the United States, Russia, and
other powers.

 
A compact and incisive history of one of the defining wars of our times, Syrian Requiem is a vivid and
timely account of a conflict that continues to reverberate today.
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Taming the Messiah
Aslihan Gurbuzel

9780520388215

£80.00

Hardcover

History / Middle East / Turkey & Ottoman

Empire

January 2023

University of California Press

In the history of the Ottoman Empire, the seventeenth century has often been considered an anomaly,
characterized by political dissent and social conflict. In this book, Aslıhan Gürbüzel shows how the
early modern period was, in fact, crucial to the formation of new kinds of political agency that
challenged, negotiated with, and ultimately reshaped the Ottoman social order. By uncovering the
histories of these new political voices and documenting the emergence of a robust public sphere,
Gürbüzel challenges two common assumptions: first, that the ideal of public political participation
originated in the West; and second, that civic culture was introduced only with Westernization efforts
in the nineteenth century. Contrary to these assumptions, which measure the Ottoman world against
an idealized European prototype, Taming the Messiah offers a new method of studying public political
life by focusing on the variety of religious visions and lifeworlds native to Ottoman society and the
ways in which they were appropriated and repurposed in the pursuit of new forms of civic engagement.

The Translator of Desires
Michael Sells

9780691181349

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Poetry / Middle Eastern

April 2021

Princeton University Press

A masterpiece of Arabic love poetry in a new and complete English translation
 

The Translator of Desires, a collection of sixty-one love poems, is the lyric masterwork of Muhyiddin
Ibn ‘Arabi (1165–1240 CE), one of the most influential writers of classical Arabic and Islamic
civilization. In this authoritative volume, Michael Sells presents the first complete English translation
of this work in more than a century, complete with an introduction, commentary, and a new facing-
page critical text of the original Arabic. While grounded in an expert command of the Arabic, this verse
translation renders the poems into a natural, contemporary English that captures the stunning beauty
and power of Ibn ‘Arabi’s poems in such lines as “A veiled gazelle’s / an amazing sight, / her henna
hinting, / eyelids signalling // A pasture between / breastbone and spine / Marvel, a garden / among
the flames!”

 
The introduction puts the poems in the context of the Arabic love poetry tradition, Ibn ‘Arabi’s life and
times, his mystical thought, and his “romance” with Niẓām, the young woman whom he presents as the
inspiration for the volume—a relationship that has long fascinated readers. Other features, following
the main text, include detailed notes and commentaries on each poem, translations of Ibn ‘Arabi’s
important prefaces to the poems, a discussion of the sources used for the Arabic text, and a glossary.

 
Bringing The Translator of Desires to life for contemporary English readers as never before, this
promises to be the definitive volume of these fascinating and compelling poems for years to come.


