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The Middle East is one of the world’s most volatile regions. In recent years, from the optimism and
then crushing disappointment of the Arab uprisings through the rise and fall of the Islamic State, it
has presented key international security challenges. With the resilient jihadi terror threat, large-
scale migration due to warfare and climate change, and fierce competition for control over oil, it
promises to continue to be a powder keg. What ignited this instability?

 

Away from Chaos is a sweeping political history of four decades of Middle East conflict and its
worldwide ramifications. Gilles Kepel, called “France’s most famous scholar of Islam” by the New
York Times, offers a clear and persuasive narrative of the long-term causes of tension while
seamlessly incorporating on-the-ground observations and personal experiences from the people
who lived through them.

 

From the Yom Kippur/Ramadan war of 1973 to the aftermath of the Arab Spring, Away from
Chaos weaves together the various threads that run through Middle East politics and ties them to
their implications on the global stage. With keen insight stemming from decades of experience in
the region, Kepel puts these chaotic decades in perspective and illuminates their underlying
dynamics. He also considers the prospects of emerging from this long-lasting turmoil and for the
people of the Middle East and the world to achieve a more stable future.

Away from Chaos – The
Middle East and the
Challenge to the West
Gilles Kepel
9780231197038
£22.00 • $26.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Middle Eastern
November 2023
Columbia University Press

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of
California Press's Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to
learn more.

 

One of the most hotly debated issues in contemporary Muslim ethics is the status of women in
Islamic law. Whereas Muslim conservatives argue that gender-differentiated legal rulings reflect
complementary gender roles, Muslim feminists argue that Islamic law has subordinated women
and is thus in need of reform. The shared assumption on both sides, however, is that gender
fundamentally shapes an individual’s legal status. Beyond the Binary explores an expansive cross
section of topics in ninth- to twelfth-century Hanafi legal thought, ranging from sexual crimes to
consent to marriage, to show that early Muslim jurists imagined a world built not on a binary
distinction between male and female but on multiple intersecting hierarchies of gender, age,
enslavement, lineage, class, and other social roles. Saadia Yacoob offers a restorative reading of
Islamic law, arguing that its intersectional and relational understanding of legal personhood offers
a productive space for Muslim feminists to move beyond critique and instead think with and
through the Islamic legal tradition.

 

Beyond the Binary – Gender
and Legal Personhood in
Islamic Law
Saadia Yacoob
9780520393806
£30.00 • $34.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East / Arabian Peninsula
June 2024
University of California Press

Everyday Life in the Spectacular City is a groundbreaking urban ethnography that reveals how
middle-class citizens and longtime residents of Dubai interact with the city's so-called superficial
spaces to create meaningful social lives. Rana AlMutawa shows that inhabitants adapt themselves
to top-down development projects, from big malls to megaprojects. These structures serve
residents' evolving social needs, transforming Dubai's spectacular spaces into personally important
cultural sites. These practices are significant because they expand our understanding of agency as
not only subversive but also adaptive. Through extensive fieldwork, AlMutawa, herself an Emirati
native to Dubai, finds a more nuanced story of belonging. This story does not seek to uncover the
"real" city that lies beneath the veneer of the spectacle, but rather to demonstrate that social
meanings and forms of belonging take place within the spectacle itself. By offering an alternative to
the discourse of authenticity and elucidating the dynamics of ambivalent belonging, AlMutawa
belies stereotypes that portray Dubai's developments as alienating and inherently
disempowering. Everyday Life in the Spectacular City speaks beyond the Middle East to a
globalized phenomenon, for Dubai's spectacles are unexceptional in today's changing world.

 

Everyday Life in the
Spectacular City – Making
Home in Dubai
Rana AlMutawa
9780520395060
£25.00 • $29.95 • Paperback
Social Science / Ethnic Studies / Middle
Eastern Studies
February 2024
University of California Press

A panoramic history of the Muslim world from the age of the Prophet Muḥammad to
the birth of the modern era

 

This book describes and explains the major events, personalities, conflicts, and convergences that
have shaped the history of the Muslim world. The body of the book takes readers from the origins
of Islam to the eve of the nineteenth century, and an epilogue continues the story to the present
day. Michael Cook thus provides a broad history of a civilization remarkable for both its unity and
diversity.

 

After setting the scene in the Middle East of late antiquity, the book depicts the rise of Islam as one
of the great black swan events of history. It continues with the spectacular rise of the Caliphate, an
empire that by the time it broke up had nurtured the formation of a new civilization. It then goes on
to cover the diverse histories of all the major regions of the Muslim world, providing a wide-
ranging account of the key military, political, and cultural developments that accompanied the
eastward and westward spread of Islam from the Middle East to the shores of the Atlantic and the
Pacific.

 

At the same time, A History of the Muslim World contains numerous primary-source quotations
that expose the reader to a variety of acutely insightful voices from the Muslim past.

A History of the Muslim
World – From Its Origins to
the Dawn of Modernity
Michael A. Cook
9780691236575
£35.00 • $39.95 • Hardcover
History / Middle East
May 2024
Princeton University Press
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The powerful story of an activist movement that challenged the racial inequities of
Israel.

 
 Israel's Black Panthers tells the story of the young and impoverished Moroccan Israeli Jews who
challenged their country's political status quo and rebelled against the ethnic hierarchy of Israeli
life in the 1970s. Inspired by the American group of the same name, the Black Panthers mounted
protests and a yearslong political campaign for the rights of Mizrahim, or Jews of Middle Eastern
ancestry. They managed to rattle the country's establishment and change the course of Israel's
history through the mass mobilization of a Jewish underclass.

 

This book draws on archival documents and interviews with elderly activists to capture the
movement's history and reveal little-known stories from within the group. Asaf Elia-Shalev
explores the parallels between the Israeli and American Black Panthers, offering a unique
perspective on the global struggle against racism and oppression. In twenty short and captivating
chapters, Israel's Black Panthers provides a textured and novel account of the movement and
reflects on the role that Mizrahim can play in the future of Israel.

Israel̀s Black Panthers – The
Radicals Who Punctured a
Natioǹs Founding Myth
Asaf Elia-Shalev
9780520294318
£23.00 • $26.95 • Hardcover
History / Middle East
April 2024
University of California Press

What does local self-government look like in the absence of sovereignty? From the beginning of its
occupation of the West Bank in 1967, Israel has experimented with different forms of rule. Since
the 1990s, it has delegated certain governing responsibilities to the Palestinian Authority (PA), an
organization that, Israel hoped, would act as a buffer between the military occupation and the
Palestinian population.

 

Through a historically informed, empirically nuanced analysis of towns and cities across the West
Bank, Diana B. Greenwald offers a new theory of local government under indirect rule—a strategy
that is often associated with imperial powers of the past but persists in settings of colonialism and
state-building today. Grounded in fine-grained data on municipal governance under occupation as
well as interviews with Palestinian mayors, council members, staff, activists, and political elites,
this book traces how the Israel-PA regime has influenced the constraints and incentives of
Palestinians serving in local government. Mayors in the Middle demonstrates that both the
indirect rule system itself—as embodied in local policing arrangements—and the political affiliation
of Palestinian mayors shape how politicians will govern. This variation, Greenwald argues, depends
in part on whether local Palestinian governments are perceived as intermediaries within or
opponents of the regime. Although Palestine is often treated as exceptional, Greenwald draws
illustrative parallels with British colonial India and South Africa’s apartheid regime. A
groundbreaking study of Palestinian local politics, Mayors in the Middle illuminates the broader
dilemmas of indigenous self-government under systems of exclusion and domination.

Mayors in the Middle –
Indirect Rule and Local
Government in Occupied
Palestine
Diana B. Greenwald
9780231213158
£30.00 • $35.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Middle Eastern
June 2024
Columbia University Press

New under the Sun explores Zionist perceptions of—and responses to—Palestine’s climate. From
the rise of the Zionist movement in the late 1890s to the establishment of the State of Israel in
1948, Netta Cohen traces the production of climactic knowledge through a rich archive that draws
from medicine and botany, technology and economics, and architecture and planning. As Cohen
convincingly argues, this knowledge was not only shaped by Jewish settlers’ Eurocentric views but
was also indebted to colonial practices and institutions. Zionists’ claims to the land were often
based on the construction of Jewish settlers as natives, even while this was complicated by their
alienated responses to Palestine’s climate. New under the Sun offers a highly original
environmental lens on the ways in which Zionism’s spatial ambitions and racial fantasies
transformed the lives of humans and nonhumans in Palestine.

 

New under the Sun – Early
Zionist Encounters with the
Climate in Palestine
Netta Cohen
9780520397231
£25.00 • $29.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East / Israel & Palestine
May 2024
University of California Press

Oil is an unusual commodity in that individual decisions can have an outsized effect on the market.
OPEC+’s choice to increase production, for instance, might send prices falling, affecting both oil
producers and consumers worldwide. What do the leading oil market players consider before
making a fateful move?

 

Oil Leaders offers an unprecedented glimpse into the strategic thinking of top figures in the energy
world from the 1980s through the recent past. Ibrahim AlMuhanna—a close adviser to four
different Saudi oil ministers during that period—examines the role of individual and collective
decision making in shaping market movements. He analyzes how powerful individuals made
critical choices, tracking how they responded to the flow of information on pivotal market and
political events and predicted reactions from allies and adversaries. AlMuhanna highlights how the
media has played an increasingly important role as a conduit of information among multiple
players in the oil market. Energy leaders have learned to manage the signals they send to the
market and to other relevant players in order to avoid sending oil prices into a spiral.

 

AlMuhanna draws on personal familiarity with many of these individual decision makers as well as
his participation in decades of closed-door sessions where crucial choices were made. Featuring
revelatory behind-the-scenes perspective on pivotal oil market events and dynamics, this book is a
must-read for practitioners and policy makers engaged with the global energy world.

Oil Leaders – An Insider's
Account of Four Decades of
Saudi Arabia and OPEC's
Global Energy Policy
Ibrahim AlMuhanna
9780231216586
£20.00 • $25.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Middle Eastern
May 2024
Columbia University Press
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Smuggling is typically thought of as furtive and hidden, taking place under the radar and beyond
the reach of the state. But in many cases, governments tacitly permit illicit cross-border commerce,
or even devise informal arrangements to regulate it. Drawing on extensive fieldwork in the
borderlands of Tunisia and Morocco, Max Gallien explains why states have long tolerated illegal
trade across their borders and develops new ways to understand the political economy of
smuggling.

 

This book examines the rules and agreements that govern smuggling in North Africa, tracing the
involvement of states in these practices and their consequences for borderland communities.
Gallien demonstrates that, contrary to common assumptions about the effects of informal
economies, smuggling can promote both state and social stability. States not only turn a blind eye
to smuggling, they rely on it to secure political acquiescence and maintain order, because it
provides income for otherwise neglected border communities. More recently, however, the
securitization of borders, wars, political change, and the pandemic have put these arrangements
under pressure. Gallien explores the renegotiation of the role of smuggling, showing how stability
turns into vulnerability and why some groups have been able to thrive while others have been
pushed further to the margins. With both rich empirical detail and novel theoretical contributions,
Smugglers and States offers important insights into security and stability in North Africa and the
prospects for economic inclusion in a context where many livelihoods exist outside of the law.

Smugglers and States –
Negotiating the Maghreb at
Its Margins
Max Gallien
9780231212892
£30.00 • $35.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Middle Eastern
March 2024
Columbia University Press

How did ordinary Iraqis survive the occupation of their communities by the Islamic State? How did
they decide whether to stay or flee, to cooperate or resist? Based on an original survey from
Baghdad alongside key interviews in the field, this book offers an insightful account of how Iraqis
in different areas of the country responded to the rise and fall of the Islamic State.

 

Austin J. Knuppe argues that people adopt survival repertoires—a variety of social practices, tools,
organized routines, symbols, and rhetorical strategies—to navigate wartime violence and detect
threats. He traces how repertoires varied among different communities over the course of the
conflict. In areas insulated from insurgent control, such as cosmopolitan Baghdad, local residents
had the flexibility to support coalition forces while also voicing opposition to government policies.
For Iraqis in rural communities confronting insurgent control, collaboration and resistance
entailed significant risks. In Sunni-majority communities in the western desert, passive
acquiescence and active cooperation temporarily insulated Iraqis from insurgent victimization. For
ethnic and religious minorities in the north, however, flight or resistance proved the only viable
options. In many communities, local residents mobilized neighborhood self-defense groups and
militias loosely aligned with coalition forces once the tides turned against the Islamic State.

 

Beyond contributing to academic and policy debates about civilian protection during wartime,
Surviving the Islamic State foregrounds everyday people’s experiences while modeling an ethical
approach for conducting field research in conflict-affected communities.

Surviving the Islamic State –
Contention, Cooperation, and
Neutrality in Wartime Iraq
Austin Knuppe
9780231213875
£30.00 • $35.00 • Paperback
History / Wars & Conflicts / Iraq War (2003-
2011)
June 2024
Columbia University Press

A beautifully illustrated exploration of how Latif Al Ani’s photographs and
contemporary Iraqi artists continue to challenge the colonial appropriation of Iraq’s
ancient past

 

Beginning in the early nineteenth century, Mesopotamian and early Islamic ruins became the focus
of many Western colonial expeditions. These missions, which routinely dismissed the role and
knowledge of local communities, came to shape the historical narrative of ancient civilizations and
modern people. In Iraq, home to renowned sites such as Babylon, Dur-Kurigalzu, Ctesiphon, Hatra,
and Samarra, foreign excavations appropriated ancient cultures and influenced how they were
interpreted and transmitted. And these excavations still reverberate today in understandings of
Iraqi identity. Centered around the images of pioneering Iraqi photographer Latif Al Ani (1932–
2021), Through the Lens: Latif Al Ani’s Visions of Ancient Iraq highlights the voices of those who
explored the Iraqi past and the deeply personal stories of those who confront its legacy, challenging
the Western colonial narrative that has dominated for centuries.

 

The companion volume to an exhibition at New York University’s Institute for the Study of the
Ancient World, the book features archival documents, lithographs, 1960s photography, essays that
explore the rich history of ancient and modern Iraq, and the work and personal accounts of five
contemporary Iraqi artists who reflect on the complex issues of Iraqi cultural identity and heritage.

 

Contributors include Adel Abidin, Narmin Amin, Pedro Azara, Roberta Casagrande-Kim,
Abdulrahman K. Darwesh, Nelida Fuccaro, Nadine Hattom, Hanaa Malallah, Nat Muller,
Mahmoud Obaidi, and Ala Younis.

 

Through the Lens – Latif Al
Anis̀ Visions of Ancient Iraq
9780691973920
£35.00 • $40.00 • Paperback
History / Middle East / Iraq
February 2024
Princeton University Press

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of
California Press’s Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to
learn more.

 

In Ways of Seeking, Emily Drumsta traces the influence of detective fiction on the twentieth-
century Arabic novel. Theorizing a “poetics of investigation,” she shows how these novels, far from
staging awe-inspiring feats of logical deduction, mock the truth-seeking practices on which modern
exercises of colonial and national power are often premised. Their narratives return to the archives
of Arabic folklore, Islamic piety, and mysticism to explore less coercive ways of knowing, seeing,
and seeking. Drumsta argues that scholars of the Middle East neglect the literary at their peril,
overlooking key critiques of colonialism from the intellectuals who shaped and responded through
fiction to the transformations of modernity. This book ultimately tells a different story about the
novel’s place in the constellation of Arab modernism, modeling an innovative method of open-
ended inquiry based on the literary texts themselves.

Ways of Seeking – The Arabic
Novel and the Poetics of
Investigation
Emily Drumsta
9780520390195
£30.00 • $34.95 • Paperback
Literary Criticism / Middle Eastern
March 2024
University of California Press
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A major history of Afghanistan and its changing political culture
 

Afghanistan traces the historic struggles and the changing nature of political authority in this
volatile region of the world, from the Mughal Empire in the sixteenth century to the Taliban
resurgence today. Thomas Barfield introduces readers to the bewildering diversity of tribal and
ethnic groups in Afghanistan, explaining what unites them as Afghans despite the regional,
cultural, and political differences that divide them. He shows how governing these peoples was
relatively easy when power was concentrated in a small dynastic elite, but how this delicate political
order broke down in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries when Afghanistan's rulers mobilized
rural militias to expel first the British and later the Soviets. Armed insurgency proved remarkably
successful against the foreign occupiers, but it also undermined the Afghan government's authority
and rendered the country ever more difficult to govern as time passed. Barfield vividly describes
how Afghanistan's armed factions plunged the country into a civil war, giving rise to clerical rule by
the Taliban and Afghanistan's isolation from the world. He examines why the American invasion in
the wake of September 11 toppled the Taliban so quickly, and how this easy victory lulled the
United States into falsely believing that a viable state could be built just as easily.

 

Afghanistan is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand how a land conquered and
ruled by foreign dynasties for more than a thousand years became the "graveyard of empires" for
the British and Soviets, and why the United States failed to avoid the same fate.

Afghanistan – A Cultural and
Political History, Second
Edition
Thomas J. Barfield
9780691238562
£16.99 • $19.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East
December 2022
Princeton University Press

A searing portrait of Palestinian life and identity that is at once an exploration of Edward Said's
unclaimable past and a testimony to the lives of those living in exile.

After the Last Sky
Edward Said
9780231114493
£28.00 • $33.00 • Hardcover
History / Middle East
November 2023
Columbia University Press

A biography of the founder of modern Turkey that chronicles the ideas that shaped
him

 

When Mustafa Kemal Atatürk became the first president of Turkey in 1923, he set about
transforming his country into a secular republic where nationalism sanctified by science—and by
the personality cult Atatürk created around himself—would reign supreme as the new religion. This
book provides the first in-depth look at the intellectual life of the Turkish Republic's founder. In
doing so, it frames him within the historical context of the turbulent age in which he lived, and
explores the uneasy transition from the late Ottoman imperial order to the modern Turkish state
through his life and ideas.

 

Shedding light on one of the most complex and enigmatic statesmen of the modern era, M. Sükrü
Hanioglu takes readers from Atatürk's youth as a Muslim boy in the volatile ethnic cauldron of
Macedonia, to his education in nonreligious and military schools, to his embrace of Turkish
nationalism and the modernizing Young Turks movement. Who was this figure who sought glory as
an ambitious young officer in World War I, defied the victorious Allies intent on partitioning the
Turkish heartland, and defeated the last sultan? Hanioglu charts Atatürk's intellectual and
ideological development at every stage of his life, demonstrating how he was profoundly influenced
by the new ideas that were circulating in the sprawling Ottoman realm. He shows how Atatürk
drew on a unique mix of scientism, materialism, social Darwinism, positivism, and other theories
to fashion a grand utopian framework on which to build his new nation.

 

Now with a new preface, this book provides the first in-depth look at the intellectual life of the
Turkish Republic's founder.

Ataturk – An Intellectual
Biography
M. Sükrü Hanioglu
9780691175829
£18.99 • $22.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East / Turkey & Ottoman
Empire
March 2017
Princeton University Press

Widely praised as the definitive history of Beirut, this is the story of a city that has stood at the
crossroads of Mediterranean civilization for more than four thousand years. The last major work
completed by Samir Kassir before his tragic death in 2005, Beirut is a tour de force that takes the
reader from the ancient to the modern world, offering a dazzling panorama of the city's Seleucid,
Roman, Arab, Ottoman, and French incarnations. Kassir vividly describes Beirut's spectacular
growth in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, concentrating on its emergence after the Second
World War as a cosmopolitan capital until its near destruction during the devastating Lebanese
civil war of 1975-1990. Generously illustrated and eloquently written, Beirut illuminates
contemporary issues of modernity and democracy while at the same time memorably recreating the
atmosphere of one of the world's most picturesque, dynamic, and resilient cities.

Beirut
Samir Kassir
9780520271265
£30.00 • $34.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East
December 2011
University of California Press
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Today, Qatar is among the world’s wealthiest countries. Its rich hydrocarbon resources have
transformed this small Gulf state into an energy powerhouse, funded its outsized global ambitions,
and allowed it to forge an identity separate from those of its large and powerful neighbors.

 

Drawing on Michael D. Tusiani’s firsthand accounts and deep personal experience in the energy
sector and Anne-Marie Johnson’s years of reporting, this book explores how Qatar became a major
player in the global energy market. It follows the twists and turns of Qatar’s road to riches, from the
first interest by British and American oil companies in the 1920s to the decades it took to develop
the North field—the world’s largest gas field—following its discovery in 1971 through the country’s
emergence as one of the world’s leading exporters of liquefied natural gas (LNG) in the 2000s.

 

From Black Gold to Frozen Gas details the technical, financial, and political challenges involved in
getting Qatar’s first LNG projects off the ground. It shows how, despite missteps and setbacks, the
foundations of today’s Qatar were laid over many decades. And it chronicles epic rivalries within
the ruling Al Thani family, among oil companies, and in the geopolitics of the energy landscape.

 

Part historical analysis, part in-the-room narrative, From Black Gold to Frozen Gas is the
definitive account of oil and gas development in Qatar.

From Black Gold to Frozen
Gas – How Qatar Became an
Energy Superpower
Michael D. Tusiani
9780231210867
£28.00 • $32.00 • Hardcover
History / Middle East / Arabian Peninsula
September 2023
Columbia University Press

"In its comprehensive sweep, deep probing and acute critical analysis, Finkelstein's
study stands alone."—Noam Chomsky

 

"No one who ventures an opinion on Gaza . . . is entitled to do so without taking into
account the evidence in this book."

 —The Intercept

The Gaza Strip is among the most densely populated places in the world. More than two-thirds of
its inhabitants are refugees, and more than half are under eighteen years of age. Since 2004, Israel
has launched eight devastating “operations” against Gaza’s largely defenseless population.
Thousands have perished, and tens of thousands have been left homeless. In the meantime, Israel
has subjected Gaza to a merciless illegal blockade.

 
 What has befallen Gaza is a man-made humanitarian disaster.

 
 Based on scores of human rights reports, Norman G. Finkelstein's new book presents a
meticulously researched inquest into Gaza’s martyrdom. He shows that although Israel has
justified its assaults in the name of self-defense, in fact these actions constituted flagrant violations
of international law.

 
 But Finkelstein also documents that the guardians of international law—from Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch to the UN Human Rights Council—ultimately failed Gaza.
One of his most disturbing conclusions is that, after Judge Richard Goldstone's humiliating
retraction of his UN report, human rights organizations succumbed to the Israeli juggernaut.

 

Gaza – An Inquest into Its
Martyrdom
Norman Finkelstein
9780520318335
£23.00 • $26.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East / Israel & Palestine
September 2021
University of California Press

Featuring a new prologue and conclusion and two new chapters on recent
developments

 

With Hezbollah’s entry into the Lebanese government in 2009 and forceful intervention in the
Syrian civil war, the potent Shi‘i political and military organization continues to play an enormous
role in the Middle East. A hybrid of militia, political party, and social services and public works
provider, the group is the most powerful player in Lebanon. Policymakers in the United States and
Israel usually denounce Hezbollah as a dangerous terrorist organization and refuse to engage with
it, yet even its adversaries need to contend with its durability and resilient popular support.
Augustus Richard Norton’s incisive account stands as the most lucid, informed, and balanced
analysis of Hezbollah yet written—and this expanded and fully updated third edition features a new
prologue and conclusion and two new chapters largely devoted to the group’s recent activities,
including its involvement in Syria. Hezbollah is a work of perennial importance and remains
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the Middle East.

Hezbollah – A Short History –
Updated and Expanded ,
Third Edition
Augustus Richar Norton
9780691180885
£13.99 • $16.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East
September 2018
Princeton University Press

It is impossible to understand Palestine today without a careful reading of its distant and recent
past. But until now there has been no single volume in English that tells the history of the events--
from the Ottoman Empire to the mid-twentieth century--that shaped modern Palestine. The first
book of its kind, A History of Palestine offers a richly detailed interpretation of this critical region's
evolution.

 

Starting with the prebiblical and biblical roots of Palestine, noted historian Gudrun Krämer
examines the meanings ascribed to the land in the Jewish, Christian, and Muslim traditions. Paying
special attention to social and economic factors, she examines the gradual transformation of
Palestine, following the history of the region through the Egyptian occupation of the mid-
nineteenth century, the Ottoman reform era, and the British Mandate up to the founding of Israel
in 1948. Focusing on the interactions of Arabs and Jews, A History of Palestine tells how these
connections affected the cultural and political evolution of each community and Palestine as a
whole.

A History of Palestine – From
the Ottoman Conquest to the
Founding of the State of
Israel
Gudrun Krämer
9780691150079
£28.00 • $33.00 • Paperback
History / Middle East / Israel & Palestine
March 2011
Princeton University Press
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Wael B. Hallaq boldly argues that the "Islamic state," judged by any standard definition of what the
modern state represents, is both impossible and inherently self-contradictory. Comparing the legal,
political, moral, and constitutional histories of premodern Islam and Euro-America, he finds the
adoption and practice of the modern state to be highly problematic for modern Muslims. He also
critiques more expansively modernity's moral predicament, which renders impossible any project
resting solely on ethical foundations.

 

The modern state not only suffers from serious legal, political, and constitutional issues, Hallaq
argues, but also, by its very nature, fashions a subject inconsistent with what it means to be, or to
live as, a Muslim. By Islamic standards, the state's technologies of the self are severely lacking in
moral substance, and today's Islamic state, as Hallaq shows, has done little to advance an
acceptable form of genuine Shari'a governance. The Islamists' constitutional battles in Egypt and
Pakistan, the Islamic legal and political failures of the Iranian Revolution, and similar
disappointments underscore this fact. Nevertheless, the state remains the favored template of the
Islamists and the ulama (Muslim clergymen).

 

Providing Muslims with a path toward realizing the good life, Hallaq turns to the rich moral
resources of Islamic history. Along the way, he proves political and other "crises of Islam" are not
unique to the Islamic world nor to the Muslim religion. These crises are integral to the modern
condition of both East and West, and by acknowledging these parallels, Muslims can engage more
productively with their Western counterparts.

The Impossible State – Islam,
Politics, and Modernitỳs
Moral Predicament
Wael Hallaq
9780231162579
£28.00 • $32.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Middle Eastern
October 2014
Columbia University Press

A monumental work of history that reveals the Ottoman dynasty's important role in
the emergence of early modern Europe

 

The Ottomans have long been viewed as despots who conquered through sheer military might, and
whose dynasty was peripheral to those of Europe. The Last Muslim Conquest transforms our
understanding of the Ottoman Empire, showing how Ottoman statecraft was far more pragmatic
and sophisticated than previously acknowledged, and how the Ottoman dynasty was a crucial
player in the power struggles of early modern Europe.

 

In this panoramic and multifaceted book, Gábor Ágoston captures the grand sweep of Ottoman
history, from the dynasty's stunning rise to power at the turn of the fourteenth century to the Siege
of Vienna in 1683, which ended Ottoman incursions into central Europe. He discusses how the
Ottoman wars of conquest gave rise to the imperial rivalry with the Habsburgs, and brings vividly
to life the intrigues of sultans, kings, popes, and spies. Ágoston examines the subtler methods of
Ottoman conquest, such as dynastic marriages and the incorporation of conquered peoples into the
Ottoman administration, and argues that while the Ottoman Empire was shaped by Turkish,
Iranian, and Islamic influences, it was also an integral part of Europe and was, in many ways, a
European empire.

 

Rich in narrative detail, The Last Muslim Conquest looks at Ottoman military capabilities, frontier
management, law, diplomacy, and intelligence, offering new perspectives on the gradual shift in
power between the Ottomans and their European rivals and reframing the old story of Ottoman
decline.

The Last Muslim Conquest –
The Ottoman Empire and Its
Wars in Europe
Gábor Ágoston
9780691205397
£25.00 • $29.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East / Turkey & Ottoman
Empire
September 2023
Princeton University Press

How the conflict between political Islamists and secular-leaning nationalists has
shaped the modern Middle East

 

In Making the Arab World, Fawaz Gerges, one of the world's leading authorities on the Middle
East, describes how the clash between pan-Arab nationalism and pan-Islamism has shaped the
history of the region from the 1920s to the present. He tells this story through an unprecedented
dual biography of Egyptian president and Arab nationalist leader Gamal Abdel Nasser (1918–1970)
and another of the twentieth-century Arab world's most influential figures—Sayyid Qutb (1906–
1966), a leading member of the Muslim Brotherhood and the father of many branches of radical
political Islam. Based on a decade of research, including in-depth interviews with many leading
figures in the story, Making the Arab World is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand the roots of the turmoil engulfing the Middle East, from civil wars to Al-Qaeda and
ISIS.

Making the Arab World –
Nasser, Qutb, and the Clash
That Shaped the Middle East
Fawaz A. Gerges
9780691196466
£17.99 • $20.95 • Paperback
History / Middle East
August 2019
Princeton University Press

How the “recycling” of the Ottoman Empire’s uses of genealogy and religion created
new political orders in the Middle East

 

In this groundbreaking book, Adam Mestyan argues that post-Ottoman Arab political orders were
not, as many historians believe, products of European colonialism but of the process of “recycling
empire.” Mestyan shows that in the post–World War I Middle East, Allied Powers officials and ex-
Ottoman patricians collaborated to remake imperial institutions, recycling earlier Ottoman uses of
genealogy and religion in the creation of new polities, with the exception of colonized Palestine.
These polities, he contends, should be understood not in terms of colonies and nation-states but as
subordinated sovereign local states—localized regimes of religious, ethnic, and dynastic sources of
imperial authority. Meanwhile, governance without sovereignty became the new form of Western
domination.

 

Drawing on previously unused Ottoman, French, Syrian, and Saudi archival sources, Mestyan
explores ideas and practices of creating composite polities in the interwar Middle East and, in
doing so, sheds light on local agency in the making of the forgotten Kingdom of the Hijaz, Jordan,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Syria, the first Muslim republic. Mestyan considers the adjustment of
imperial Islam to a world without a Muslim empire, discussing the post-Ottoman Egyptian
monarchy and the intertwined making of Saudi Arabia and the State of Syria in the 1920s and
1930s.

 

Mestyan’s innovative analysis shows how an empire-based theory of the modern political order can
help refine our understanding of political dynamics throughout the twentieth century and down to
the turbulent present day.
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The Muqaddimah, often translated as "Introduction" or "Prolegomenon," is the most important
Islamic history of the premodern world. Written by the great fourteenth-century Arab scholar Ibn
Khaldûn (d. 1406), this monumental work established the foundations of several fields of
knowledge, including the philosophy of history, sociology, ethnography, and economics. The first
complete English translation, by the eminent Islamicist and interpreter of Arabic literature Franz
Rosenthal, was published in three volumes in 1958 as part of the Bollingen Series and received
immediate acclaim in the United States and abroad. A one-volume abridged version of Rosenthal's
masterful translation first appeared in 1969.

 

This Princeton Classics edition of the abridged version includes Rosenthal's original introduction
as well as a contemporary introduction by Bruce B. Lawrence. This volume makes available a
seminal work of Islam and medieval and ancient history to twenty-first century audiences.

The Muqaddimah – An
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For outside observers, current events in Israel, Gaza, and the West Bank are seldom related to the
collective memory of ordinary Palestinians. But for Palestinians themselves, the iniquities of the
present are experienced as a continuous replay of the injustice of the past.

 

By focusing on memories of the Nakba or "catastrophe" of 1948, in which hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians were dispossessed to create the state of Israel, the contributors to this volume
illuminate the contemporary Palestinian experience and clarify the moral claims they make for
justice and redress.

 

The book's essays consider the ways in which Palestinians have remembered and organized
themselves around the Nakba, a central trauma that continues to be refracted through Palestinian
personal and collective memory. Analyzing oral histories and written narratives, poetry and
cinema, personal testimony and courtroom evidence, the authors show how the continuing
experience of violence, displacement, and occupation have transformed the pre-Nakba past and the
land of Palestine into symbols of what has been and continues to be lost.

 

Nakba brings to light the different ways in which Palestinians experienced and retain in memory
the events of 1948. It is the first book to examine in detail how memories of Palestine's cataclysmic
past are shaped by differences of class, gender, generation, and geographical location. In exploring
the power of the past, the authors show the urgency of the question of memory for understanding
the contested history of the present.

 

Contributors: Lila Abu Lughod, Columbia University; Diana Keown Allan, Harvard University;
Haim Bresheeth, University of East London; Rochelle Davis, Georgetown University; Samera
Esmeir, University of California, Berkeley; Isabelle Humphries, University of Surrey; Lena Jayyusi,

Nakba – Palestine, 1948 and
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£32.00 • $38.00 • Paperback
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This foundational text now features a new introduction by Rashid Khalidi reflecting on the
significance of his work over the past decade and its relationship to the struggle for Palestinian
nationhood. Khalidi also casts an eye to the future, noting the strength of Palestinian identity and
social solidarity yet wondering whether current trends will lead to Palestinian statehood and
independence.
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Columbia University Press

In the decades after World War II, the United Nations established a global refugee regime that
became central to the lives of displaced people around the world. This regime has exerted
particular authority over Palestinian refugees, who are served by a specialized UN body, the Relief
and Works Agency (UNRWA). Formed shortly after the 1948 war, UNRWA continues to provide
quasi-state services such as education and health care to Palestinian refugee communities in the
Middle East today.

 

This book is a groundbreaking international history of Palestinian refugee politics. Anne Irfan
traces the history and politics of UNRWA’s interactions with Palestinian communities, particularly
in the refugee camps where it functioned as a surrogate state. She shows how Palestinian refugees
invoked internationalist norms to demand their political rights while resisting the UN’s
categorization of their plight as an apolitical humanitarian issue. Refuge and Resistance
foregrounds how nonelite activism shaped the Palestinian campaign for international recognition,
showing that engagement with world politics was driven as much by the refugee grass roots as by
the upper echelons of the Palestine Liberation Organization. It demonstrates that refugee groups
are important actors in global politics, not simply aid recipients.

 

Recasting modern Palestinian history through the lens of refugee camps and communities, Refuge
and Resistance offers vital new perspectives for understanding politics beyond the nation-state.

Refuge and Resistance –
Palestinians and the
International Refugee
System
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