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Active Defense
M. Taylor Fravel

9780691210339

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations

December 2020

Princeton University Press

What changes in China’s modern defense policy reveal about military organizations and
strategy

 
Active Defense offers the first systematic look at China’s military strategy from the mid-twentieth
century to today. Exploring the range and intensity of threats that China has faced, M. Taylor Fravel
illuminates the nation’s past and present military goals, and offers a rich set of cases for deepening the
study of how and why states alter their defense policies.

Actual Malice
Samantha Barbas

9780520385825

£25.00

Hardcover

Law / Legal History

February 2023

University of California Press

A deeply researched legal drama that documents this landmark First Amendment ruling
—one that is more critical and controversial than ever. 

 
 Actual Malice tells the full story of New York Times v. Sullivan, the dramatic case that grew out of
segregationists' attempts to quash reporting on the civil rights movement. In its landmark 1964
decision, the Supreme Court held that a public official must prove "actual malice" or reckless disregard
of the truth to win a libel lawsuit, providing critical protections for free speech and freedom of the
press.

 
 Drawing on previously unexplored sources, including the archives of the New York Times Company
and civil rights leaders, Samantha Barbas tracks the saga behind one of the most important First
Amendment rulings in history. She situates the case within the turbulent 1960s and the history of the
press, alongside striking portraits of the lawyers, officials, judges, activists, editors, and journalists
who brought and defended the case. As the Sullivan doctrine faces growing controversy, Actual Malice
reminds us of the stakes of the case that shaped American reporting and public discourse as we know
it.

After Hegemony
Robert O. Keohane

9780691122489

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations

March 2005

Princeton University Press

This book is a comprehensive study of cooperation among the advanced capitalist countries. Can
cooperation persist without the dominance of a single power, such as the United States after World
War II? To answer this pressing question, Robert Keohane analyzes the institutions, or "international
regimes," through which cooperation has taken place in the world political economy and describes the
evolution of these regimes as American hegemony has eroded. Refuting the idea that the decline of
hegemony makes cooperation impossible, he views international regimes not as weak substitutes for
world government but as devices for facilitating decentralized cooperation among egoistic actors. In
the preface the author addresses the issue of cooperation after the end of the Soviet empire and with
the renewed dominance of the United States, in security matters, as well as recent scholarship on
cooperation.

After Misogyny
Julie C. Suk

9780520381957

£25.00

Hardcover

Law / Gender & The Law

April 2023

University of California Press

A rigorous analysis of systemic misogyny in the law and a thoughtful exploration of the
tools needed to transcend it through constitutional change beyond litigation in the
courts.

 
 Just as racism is embedded in the legal system, so is misogyny—even after the law proclaims gender
equality and criminally punishes violence against women. In After Misogyny, Julie C. Suk shows that
misogyny lies not in animus but in the overempowerment of men and the overentitlement of society to
women's unpaid labor and undervalued contributions. This is a book about misogyny without
misogynists.

 
 From antidiscrimination law to abortion bans, the law fails women by keeping society's dependence on
women's sacrifices invisible. Via a tour of constitutional change around the world, After Misogyny
shows how to remake constitutional democracy. Women across the globe are going beyond the
antidiscrimination paradigm of American legal feminism and fundamentally resetting baseline norms
and entitlements. That process, what Suk calls a "constitutionalism of care," builds the public
infrastructure that women's reproductive work has long made possible for free.
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After Utopia
Judith N. Shklar

9780691200859

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

April 2020

Princeton University Press

A political philosophy classic from one of the foremost political thinkers of the twentieth
century

 
After Utopia was Judith Shklar’s first book, a harbinger of her renowned career in political philosophy.
Throughout the many changes in political thought during the last half century, this important work has
withstood the test of time. In After Utopia, Shklar explores the decline of political philosophy, from
Enlightenment optimism to modern cultural despair, and she offers a critical, creative analysis of this
downward trend. She looks at Romantic and Christian social thought, and she shows that while the
present political fatalism may be unavoidable, the prophets of despair have failed to explain the world
they so dislike, leaving the possibility of a new and vigorous political philosophy. With a foreword by
Samuel Moyn, examining After Utopia’s continued relevance, this current edition introduces a
remarkable synthesis of ideas to a new generation of readers.

Against Democracy
Jason Brennan

9780691178493

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

September 2017

Princeton University Press

A bracingly provocative challenge to one of our most cherished ideas and institutions
 

Most people believe democracy is a uniquely just form of government. They believe people have the
right to an equal share of political power. And they believe that political participation is good for us—it
empowers us, helps us get what we want, and tends to make us smarter, more virtuous, and more
caring for one another. These are some of our most cherished ideas about democracy. But Jason
Brennan says they are all wrong.

 
In this trenchant book, Brennan argues that democracy should be judged by its results—and the results
are not good enough. Just as defendants have a right to a fair trial, citizens have a right to competent
government. But democracy is the rule of the ignorant and the irrational, and it all too often falls short.
Furthermore, no one has a fundamental right to any share of political power, and exercising political
power does most of us little good. On the contrary, a wide range of social science research shows that
political participation and democratic deliberation actually tend to make people worse—more
irrational, biased, and mean. Given this grim picture, Brennan argues that a new system of
government—epistocracy, the rule of the knowledgeable—may be better than democracy, and that it's
time to experiment and find out.

 
A challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of the knowledgeable,
Against Democracy is essential reading for scholars and students of politics across the disciplines.

 
Featuring a new preface that situates the book within the current political climate and discusses other
alternatives beyond epistocracy, Against Democracy is a challenging critique of democracy and the
first sustained defense of the rule of the knowledgeable.

The Age of Sustainable
Development
Jeffrey D. Sachs

9780231173155

£35.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Public Policy /

Environmental Policy

March 2015

Columbia University Press

Jeffrey D. Sachs is one of the world's most perceptive and original analysts of global development. In
this major new work he presents a compelling and practical framework for how global citizens can use
a holistic way forward to address the seemingly intractable worldwide problems of persistent extreme
poverty, environmental degradation, and political-economic injustice: sustainable development.

 
Sachs offers readers, students, activists, environmentalists, and policy makers the tools, metrics, and
practical pathways they need to achieve Sustainable Development Goals. Far more than a rhetorical
exercise, this book is designed to inform, inspire, and spur action. Based on Sachs's twelve years as
director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University, his thirteen years advising the United Nations
secretary-general on the Millennium Development Goals, and his recent presentation of these ideas in
a popular online course, The Age of Sustainable Development is a landmark publication and clarion
call for all who care about our planet and global justice.

The Ages of Globalization
Jeffrey D. Sachs

9780231193740

£20.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Globalization

June 2020

Columbia University Press

Today’s most urgent problems are fundamentally global. They require nothing less than concerted,
planetwide action if we are to secure a long-term future. But humanity’s story has always been on a
global scale. In this book, Jeffrey D. Sachs, renowned economist and expert on sustainable
development, turns to world history to shed light on how we can meet the challenges and opportunities
of the twenty-first century.

 
Sachs takes readers through a series of seven distinct waves of technological and institutional change,
starting with the original settling of the planet by early modern humans through long-distance
migration and ending with reflections on today’s globalization. Along the way, he considers how the
interplay of geography, technology, and institutions influenced the Neolithic revolution; the role of the
horse in the emergence of empires; the spread of large land-based empires in the classical age; the rise
of global empires after the opening of sea routes from Europe to Asia and the Americas; and the
industrial age. The dynamics of these past waves, Sachs demonstrates, offer fresh perspective on the
ongoing processes taking place in our own time—a globalization based on digital technologies. Sachs
emphasizes the need for new methods of international governance and cooperation to prevent conflicts
and to achieve economic, social, and environmental objectives aligned with sustainable development.
The Ages of Globalization is a vital book for all readers aiming to make sense of our rapidly changing
world.
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Algorithms for the People
Josh Simons

9780691244006

£25.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Public Policy /

Communication Policy

January 2023

Princeton University Press

How to put democracy at the heart of AI governance
 

Artificial intelligence and machine learning are reshaping our world. Police forces use them to decide
where to send police officers, judges to decide whom to release on bail, welfare agencies to decide
which children are at risk of abuse, and Facebook and Google to rank content and distribute ads. In
these spheres, and many others, powerful prediction tools are changing how decisions are made,
narrowing opportunities for the exercise of judgment, empathy, and creativity. In Algorithms for the
People, Josh Simons flips the narrative about how we govern these technologies. Instead of examining
the impact of technology on democracy, he explores how to put democracy at the heart of AI
governance.

 
Drawing on his experience as a research fellow at Harvard University, a visiting research scientist on
Facebook’s Responsible AI team, and a policy advisor to the UK’s Labour Party, Simons gets under the
hood of predictive technologies, offering an accessible account of how they work, why they matter, and
how to regulate the institutions that build and use them.

 
He argues that prediction is political: human choices about how to design and use predictive tools
shape their effects. Approaching predictive technologies through the lens of political theory casts new
light on how democracies should govern political choices made outside the sphere of representative
politics. Showing the connection between technology regulation and democratic reform, Simons
argues that we must go beyond conventional theorizing of AI ethics to wrestle with fundamental moral
and political questions about how the governance of technology can support the flourishing of
democracy.

The American Presidency
William G. Howell

9780691225579

£38.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / American Government /

Executive Branch

February 2023

Princeton University Press

How institutions shape the American presidency
 

This incisive undergraduate textbook emphasizes the institutional sources of presidential power and
executive governance, enabling students to think more clearly and systematically about the American
presidency at a time when media coverage of the White House is awash in anecdotes and personalities.
William Howell offers unparalleled perspective on the world’s most powerful office, from its original
design in the Constitution to its historical growth over time; its elections and transitions to
governance; its interactions with Congress, the courts, and the federal bureaucracy; and its persistent
efforts to shape public policy. Comprehensive in scope and rooted in the latest scholarship, The
American Presidency is the perfect guide for studying the presidency at a time of acute partisan
polarization and popular anxiety about the health and well-being of the republic.

 
Focuses on the institutional structures that presidents must navigate, the incentives and
opportunities that drive them, and the constraints they routinely confront
Shows how legislators, judges, bureaucrats, the media, and the broader public shape the
contours and limits of presidential power
Encourages students to view the institutional presidency as not just an object of study but
a way of thinking about executive politics
Highlights the lasting effects of important historical moments on the institutional
presidency
Enables students to grapple with enduring themes of power, rules, norms, and
organization that undergird democracy

An Unwritten Future
Jonathan Kirshner

9780691166773

£35.00

Hardcover

Political Science / International Relations

September 2022

Princeton University Press

An argument for the classical realist approach to world politics
 

An Unwritten Future offers a fresh reassessment of classical realism, an enduring approach to
understanding crucial events in the international political arena. Jonathan Kirshner identifies the
fundamental flaws of classical realism’s would-be successors and shows how this older, more nuanced
and sophisticated method for studying world politics better explains the formative events of the past.
Kirshner also reveals how this approach is ideally equipped to comprehend the vital questions of the
present—such as the implications of China’s rise, the ways that social and economic change alter the
balance of power and the nature of international conflict, and the consequences of the end of the US-
led postwar order for the future of world politics.

 
Laying out realism’s core principles, Kirshner discusses the contributions of the perspective’s key
thinkers, including Thucydides, Hans Morgenthau, and Raymond Aron, among others. He illustrates
how a classical realist approach gives new insights into major upheavals of the twentieth century, such
as Britain’s appeasement of Nazi Germany and America’s ruinous involvement in Vietnam. Kirshner
also addresses realism’s limits and explores contemporary issues, including the ascent of great power
challengers, the political implications of globalization, and the diffusion of power in modern world
politics.

 
A reexamination of the realist tradition, with a renewed emphasis on the crucial roles played by
uncertainty, contingency, and contestation, An Unwritten Future demonstrates how a once-popular
school of thought provides invaluable insights into pressing real-world problems.

Backfire
Agathe Demarais

9780231199902

£25.00

Hardcover

Political Science / International Relations

November 2022

Columbia University Press

Sanctions have become the go-to foreign policy tool for the United States. Coercive economic measures
such as trade tariffs, financial penalties, and export controls affect large numbers of companies and
states across the globe. Some of these penalties target nonstate actors, such as Colombian drug cartels
and Islamist terror groups; others apply to entire countries, including North Korea, Iran, and Russia.
U.S. policy makers see sanctions as a low-cost tactic, but in reality these measures often fail to achieve
their intended goals—and their potent side effects can even harm American interests.

 
Backfire explores the surprising ways sanctions affect multinational companies, governments, and
ultimately millions of people around the world. Drawing on interviews with experts, policy makers,
and people in sanctioned countries, Agathe Demarais examines the unintended consequences of the
use of sanctions as a diplomatic weapon. The proliferation of sanctions spurs efforts to evade them, as
states and firms seek ways to circumvent U.S. penalties. This is only part of the story. Sanctions also
reshape relations between countries, pushing governments that are at odds with the U.S. closer to each
other—or, increasingly, to Russia and China.

 
Full of counterintuitive insights spanning a wide range of topics, from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine to
Iran’s COVID response and China’s cryptocurrency ambitions, Backfire reveals how sanctions are
transforming geopolitics and the global economy—as well as diminishing U.S. influence. This insider’s
account is an eye-opening, accessible, and timely book that sheds light on the future of sanctions in an
increasingly multipolar world.
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The Bitter End
John Sides

9780691213453

£25.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Political Process / Campaigns

& Elections

September 2022

Princeton University Press

What an intensely divisive election portends for American politics
 

The year 2020 was a tumultuous time in American politics. It brought a global pandemic, protests for
racial justice, and a razor-thin presidential election outcome. It culminated in an attack on the U.S.
Capitol that attempted to deny Joe Biden’s victory. The Bitter End explores the long-term trends and
short-term shocks that shaped this dramatic year and what these changes could mean for the future.

 
John Sides, Chris Tausanovitch, and Lynn Vavreck demonstrate that Trump’s presidency intensified
the partisan politics of the previous decades and the identity politics of the 2016 election. Presidential
elections have become calcified, with less chance of big swings in either party’s favor. Republicans
remained loyal to Trump and kept the election close, despite Trump’s many scandals, a recession, and
the pandemic. But in a narrowly divided electorate even small changes can have big consequences. The
pandemic was a case in point: when Trump pushed to reopen the country even as infections mounted,
support for Biden increased. The authors explain that, paradoxically, even as Biden’s win came at a
time of heightened party loyalty, there remained room for shifts that shaped the election’s outcome.
Ultimately, the events of 2020 showed that instead of the country coming together to face national
challenges—the pandemic, George Floyd’s murder, and the Capitol riot—these challenges only
reinforced divisions.

 
Expertly chronicling the tensions of an election that came to an explosive finish, The Bitter End
presents a detailed account of a year of crises and the dangerous direction in which the country is
headed.

Capitalism and Desire
Todd McGowan

9780231178730

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

March 2023

Columbia University Press

Despite creating vast inequalities and propping up reactionary world regimes, capitalism has many
passionate defenders—but not because of what it withholds from some and gives to others. Capitalism
dominates, Todd McGowan argues, because it mimics the structure of our desire while hiding the
trauma that the system inflicts upon it. People from all backgrounds enjoy what capitalism provides,
but at the same time are told more and better is yet to come. Capitalism traps us through an
incomplete satisfaction that compels us after the new, the better, and the more.

 
Capitalism's parasitic relationship to our desires gives it the illusion of corresponding to our natural
impulses, which is how capitalism's defenders characterize it. By understanding this psychic strategy,
McGowan hopes to divest us of our addiction to capitalist enrichment and help us rediscover
enjoyment as we actually experienced it. By locating it in the present, McGowan frees us from our
attachment to a better future and the belief that capitalism is an essential outgrowth of human nature.
From this perspective, our economic, social, and political worlds open up to real political change.
Eloquent and enlivened by examples from film, television, consumer culture, and everyday life,
Capitalism and Desire brings a new, psychoanalytically grounded approach to political and social
theory.

The Collected Works of
Spinoza, Volume II
Benedictus De Spinoza

9780691167633

£45.00

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

June 2016

Princeton University Press

The second and final volume of the most authoritative English-language edition of
Spinoza's writings

 
The Collected Works of Spinoza provides, for the first time in English, a truly satisfactory edition of all
of Spinoza's writings, with accurate and readable translations, based on the best critical editions of the
original-language texts, done by a scholar who has published extensively on the philosopher's work.

 
The centerpiece of this second volume is Spinoza’s Theological-Political Treatise, a landmark work in
the history of biblical scholarship, the first argument for democracy by a major philosopher, and a
forceful defense of freedom of thought and expression. This work is accompanied by Spinoza’s later
correspondence, much of which responds to criticism of the Theological-Political Treatise. The volume
also includes his last work, the unfinished Political Treatise, which builds on the foundations of the
Theological-Political Treatise to offer plans for the organization of nontyrannical monarchies and
aristocracies.

 
The elaborate editorial apparatus—including prefaces, notes, glossary, and indexes—assists the reader
in understanding one of the world’s most fascinating, but also most difficult, philosophers. Of
particular interest is the glossary-index, which provides extensive commentary on Spinoza’s technical
vocabulary.

 
A milestone of scholarship more than forty-five years in the making, The Collected Works of Spinoza is
an essential edition for anyone with a serious interest in Spinoza or the history of philosophy.

A Commonwealth of Hope
Michael Lamb

9780691226330

£35.00

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

November 2022

Princeton University Press

A bold new interpretation of Augustine’s virtue of hope and its place in political life
 

When it comes to politics, Augustine of Hippo is renowned as one of history’s great pessimists, with his
sights set firmly on the heavenly city rather than the public square. Many have enlisted him to chasten
political hopes, highlighting the realities of evil and encouraging citizens instead to cast their hopes on
heaven. A Commonwealth of Hope challenges prevailing interpretations of Augustinian pessimism,
offering a new vision of his political thought that can also help today’s citizens sustain hope in the face
of despair.

 
Amid rising inequality, injustice, and political division, many citizens wonder what to hope for in
politics and whether it is possible to forge common hopes in a deeply polarized society. Michael Lamb
takes up this challenge, offering the first in-depth analysis of Augustine’s virtue of hope and its
profound implications for political life. He draws on a wide range of Augustine’s writings—including
neglected sermons, letters, and treatises—and integrates insights from political theory, religious
studies, theology, and philosophy. Lamb shows how diverse citizens, both religious and secular, can
unite around common hopes for the commonwealth.

Recovering this understudied virtue and situating Augustine within his political, rhetorical, and
religious contexts, A Commonwealth of Hope reveals how Augustine’s virtue of hope can help us resist
the politics of presumption and despair and confront the challenges of our time.
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Conservatism
Edmund Fawcett

9780691233994

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Conservatism & Liberalism

April 2022

Princeton University Press

A fresh and sharp-eyed history of political conservatism from its nineteenth-century
origins to today’s hard Right

 
For two hundred years, conservatism has defied its reputation as a backward-looking creed by
confronting and adapting to liberal modernity. By doing so, the Right has won long periods of power
and effectively become the dominant tradition in politics. Yet, despite their success, conservatives have
continued to fight with each other about how far to compromise with liberalism and democracy—or
which values to defend and how. In Conservatism, Edmund Fawcett provides a gripping account of
this conflicted history, clarifies key ideas, and illuminates quarrels within the Right today.

 
Focusing on the United States, Britain, France, and Germany, Fawcett’s vivid narrative covers thinkers
and politicians. They include the forerunners James Madison, Edmund Burke, and Joseph de Maistre;
early friends and foes of capitalism; defenders of religion; and builders of modern parties, such as
William McKinley and Lord Salisbury. The book chronicles the cultural critics and radical disruptors of
the 1920s and 1930s, recounts how advocates of laissez-faire economics broke the post 1945
consensus, and describes how Donald Trump, Boris Johnson, and their European counterparts are
pushing conservatism toward a nation-first, hard Right.

 
An absorbing, original history of the Right, Conservatism portrays a tradition as much at war with
itself as with its opponents.

Cooperation
Bernard E. Harcourt

9780231209540

£28.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Political Ideologies

May 2023

Columbia University Press

Liberal democracy is in crisis around the world, unable to address pressing problems such as climate
change. There is, however, another path—cooperation democracy. From consumer co-ops to credit
unions, worker cooperatives to insurance mutuals, nonprofits to mutual aid, countless examples prove
that people working together can extend the ideals of participatory democracy and sustainability into
every aspect of their lives. These forms of cooperation do not depend on electoral politics. Instead, they
harness the longstanding practices and values of cooperatives: self-determination, democratic
participation, equity, solidarity, and respect for the environment.

 
Bernard E. Harcourt develops a transformative theory and practice that builds on worldwide models of
successful cooperation. He identifies the most promising forms of cooperative initiatives and then
distills their lessons into an integrated framework: Coöperism. This is a political theory grounded on
recognition of our interdependence. It is an economic theory that can ensure equitable distribution of
wealth. Finally, it is a social theory that replaces the punishment paradigm with a cooperation
paradigm.

 
A creative work of normative critical theory, Cooperation provides a positive vision for addressing our
most urgent challenges today. Harcourt shows that by drawing on the core values of cooperation and
the power of people working together, a new world of cooperation democracy is within our grasp.

The Currency of Politics
Stefan Eich

9780691191072

£30.00

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

May 2022

Princeton University Press

Money in the history of political thought, from ancient Greece to the Great Inflation of
the 1970s

 
In the wake of the 2008 financial crisis, critical attention has shifted from the economy to the most
fundamental feature of all market economies—money. Yet despite the centrality of political struggles
over money, it remains difficult to articulate its democratic possibilities and limits. The Currency of
Politics takes readers from ancient Greece to today to provide an intellectual history of money, drawing
on the insights of key political philosophers to show how money is not just a medium of exchange but
also a central institution of political rule.

 
Money appears to be beyond the reach of democratic politics, but this appearance—like so much about
money—is deceptive. Even when the politics of money is impossible to ignore, its proper democratic
role can be difficult to discern. Stefan Eich examines six crucial episodes of monetary crisis, recovering
the neglected political theories of money in the thought of such figures as Aristotle, John Locke,
Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Karl Marx, and John Maynard Keynes. He shows how these layers of crisis
have come to define the way we look at money, and argues that informed public debate about money
requires a better appreciation of the diverse political struggles over its meaning.

 
Recovering foundational ideas at the intersection of monetary rule and democratic politics, The
Currency of Politics explains why only through greater awareness of the historical limits of monetary
politics can we begin to articulate more democratic conceptions of money.

The Decline and Rise of
Democracy
David Stasavage

9780691228976

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Democracy

August 2021

Princeton University Press

"One of the most important books on political regimes written in a generation."—Steven
Levitsky, New York Times–bestselling author of How Democracies Die

 
A new understanding of how and why early democracy took hold, how modern
democracy evolved, and what this history teaches us about the future

 
Historical accounts of democracy’s rise tend to focus on ancient Greece and pre-Renaissance Europe.
The Decline and Rise of Democracy draws from global evidence to show that the story is much richer—
democratic practices were present in many places, at many other times, from the Americas before
European conquest, to ancient Mesopotamia, to precolonial Africa. Delving into the prevalence of early
democracy throughout the world, David Stasavage makes the case that understanding how and where
these democracies flourished—and when and why they declined—can provide crucial information not
just about the history of governance, but also about the ways modern democracies work and where
they could manifest in the future.

 
Drawing from examples spanning several millennia, Stasavage first considers why states developed
either democratic or autocratic styles of governance and argues that early democracy tended to develop
in small places with a weak state and, counterintuitively, simple technologies. When central state
institutions (such as a tax bureaucracy) were absent—as in medieval Europe—rulers needed consent
from their populace to govern. When central institutions were strong—as in China or the Middle East—
consent was less necessary and autocracy more likely. He then explores the transition from early to
modern democracy, which first took shape in England and then the United States, illustrating that
modern democracy arose as an effort to combine popular control with a strong state over a large
territory. Democracy has been an experiment that has unfolded over time and across the world—and
its transformation is ongoing.
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Delegated Diplomacy
David Lindsey

9780231209335

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations /

Diplomacy

March 2023

Columbia University Press

Why do states still need diplomats? Despite instantaneous electronic communication and rapid global
travel, the importance of ambassadors and embassies has in many ways grown since the middle of the
nineteenth century. However, in theories of international relations, diplomats are often neglected in
favor of states or leaders, or they are dismissed as old-fashioned.

 
David Lindsey develops a new theory of diplomacy that illuminates why states find ambassadors
indispensable to effective intergovernmental interaction. He argues that the primary diplomatic
challenge countries face is not simply communication—it is credibility. Diplomats can often
communicate credibly with their host countries even when their superiors cannot because diplomats
spend time building the trust that is vital to cooperation. Using a combination of history, game theory,
and statistical analysis, Lindsey explores the logic of delegating authority to diplomats. He argues that
countries tend to appoint diplomats who are sympathetic to their host countries and share common
interests with them. Ideal diplomats hold political preferences that fall in between those of their home
country and their host country, and they are capable of balancing both sets of interests without
embracing either point of view fully.

 
Delegated Diplomacy is based on a comprehensive dataset of more than 1,300 diplomatic biographies
drawn from declassified intelligence records, as well as detailed case studies of the U.S. ambassadors
to the United Kingdom and Germany before and during World War I. It provides a rich and insightful
account of the theory and practice of diplomacy in international relations.

Democracy Erodes from
the Top
Larry M. Bartels

9780691244501

£25.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Democracy

April 2023

Princeton University Press

Why leaders, not citizens, are the driving force in Europe’s crisis of democracy
 

A seeming explosion of support for right-wing populist parties has triggered widespread fears that
liberal democracy is facing its worst crisis since the 1930s. Democracy Erodes from the Top reveals
that the real crisis stems not from an increasingly populist public but from political leaders who exploit
or mismanage the chronic vulnerabilities of democracy.

 
In this provocative book, Larry Bartels dismantles the pervasive myth of a populist wave in
contemporary European public opinion. While there has always been a substantial reservoir of
populist sentiment, Europeans are no less trusting of their politicians and parliaments than they were
two decades ago, no less enthusiastic about European integration, and no less satisfied with the
workings of democracy. Anti-immigrant sentiment has waned. Electoral support for right-wing
populist parties has increased only modestly, reflecting the idiosyncratic successes of populist
entrepreneurs, the failures of mainstream parties, and media hype. Europe’s most sobering examples
of democratic backsliding—in Hungary and Poland—occurred not because voters wanted
authoritarianism but because conventional conservative parties, once elected, seized opportunities to
entrench themselves in power.

 
By demonstrating the inadequacy of conventional bottom-up interpretations of Europe’s political
crisis, Democracy Erodes from the Top turns our understanding of democratic politics upside down.

Democracy for Realists
Christopher H. Achen

9780691178240

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Democracy

August 2017

Princeton University Press

Why our belief in government by the people is unrealistic—and what we can do about it
 

Democracy for Realists assails the romantic folk-theory at the heart of contemporary thinking about
democratic politics and government, and offers a provocative alternative view grounded in the actual
human nature of democratic citizens.

 
Christopher Achen and Larry Bartels deploy a wealth of social-scientific evidence, including ingenious
original analyses of topics ranging from abortion politics and budget deficits to the Great Depression
and shark attacks, to show that the familiar ideal of thoughtful citizens steering the ship of state from
the voting booth is fundamentally misguided. They demonstrate that voters—even those who are well
informed and politically engaged—mostly choose parties and candidates on the basis of social
identities and partisan loyalties, not political issues. They also show that voters adjust their policy
views and even their perceptions of basic matters of fact to match those loyalties. When parties are
roughly evenly matched, elections often turn on irrelevant or misleading considerations such as
economic spurts or downturns beyond the incumbents' control; the outcomes are essentially random.
Thus, voters do not control the course of public policy, even indirectly.

 
Achen and Bartels argue that democratic theory needs to be founded on identity groups and political
parties, not on the preferences of individual voters. Now with new analysis of the 2016 elections,
Democracy for Realists provides a powerful challenge to conventional thinking, pointing the way
toward a fundamentally different understanding of the realities and potential of democratic
government.

Democracy Incorporated
Sheldon S. Wolin

9780691178486

£17.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / American Government

August 2017

Princeton University Press

Democracy is struggling in America--by now this statement is almost cliché. But what if the country is
no longer a democracy at all? In Democracy Incorporated, Sheldon Wolin considers the unthinkable:
has America unwittingly morphed into a new and strange kind of political hybrid, one where economic
and state powers are conjoined and virtually unbridled? Can the nation check its descent into what the
author terms "inverted totalitarianism"?

 

Wolin portrays a country where citizens are politically uninterested and submissive--and where elites
are eager to keep them that way. At best the nation has become a "managed democracy" where the
public is shepherded, not sovereign. At worst it is a place where corporate power no longer answers to
state controls. Wolin makes clear that today's America is in no way morally or politically comparable to
totalitarian states like Nazi Germany, yet he warns that unchecked economic power risks verging on
total power and has its own unnerving pathologies. Wolin examines the myths and mythmaking that
justify today's politics, the quest for an ever-expanding economy, and the perverse attractions of an
endless war on terror. He argues passionately that democracy's best hope lies in citizens themselves
learning anew to exercise power at the local level.

 

Democracy Incorporated is one of the most worrying diagnoses of America's political ills to emerge in
decades. It is sure to be a lightning rod for political debate for years to come. Now with a new
introduction by Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Chris Hedges, Democracy Incorporated remains an
essential work for understanding the state of democracy in America.
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Dreamworlds of Race
Duncan Bell

9780691194011

£35.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Utopias

December 2020

Princeton University Press

How transatlantic thinkers in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
promoted the unification of Britain and the United States

 
Between the late nineteenth century and the First World War an ocean-spanning network of
prominent individuals advocated the unification of Britain and the United States. They dreamt of the
final consolidation of the Angloworld. Scholars, journalists, politicians, businessmen, and science
fiction writers invested the “Anglo-Saxons” with extraordinary power. The most ambitious hailed them
as a people destined to bring peace and justice to the earth. More modest visions still imagined them as
likely to shape the twentieth century. Dreamworlds of Race explores this remarkable moment in the
intellectual history of racial domination, political utopianism, and world order.

 
Focusing on a quartet of extraordinary figures—Andrew Carnegie, W. T. Stead, Cecil J. Rhodes, and H.
G. Wells—Duncan Bell shows how unionists on both sides of the Atlantic reimagined citizenship,
empire, patriotism, race, war, and peace in their quest to secure global supremacy. Yet even as they
dreamt of an Anglo-dominated world, the unionists disagreed over the meaning of race, the legitimacy
of imperialism, the nature of political belonging, and the ultimate form and purpose of unification. The
racial dreamworld was an object of competing claims and fantasies. Exploring speculative fiction as
well as more conventional forms of political writing, Bell reads unionist arguments as expressions of
the utopianism circulating through fin-de-siècle Anglo-American culture, and juxtaposes them with
pan-Africanist critiques of racial domination and late twentieth-century fictional narratives of Anglo-
American empire.

 
Tracing how intellectual elites promoted an ambitious project of political and racial unification
between Britain and the United States, Dreamworlds of Race analyzes ideas of empire and world
order that reverberate to this day.

Ecce Humanitas
Brad Evans

9780231184632

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

July 2021

Columbia University Press

The very idea of humanity seems to be in crisis. Born in the ashes of devastation after the slaughter of
millions, the liberal conception of humanity imagined a suffering victim in need of salvation. Today,
this figure appears less and less capable of galvanizing the political imagination. But without it, how
are we to respond to the inhumane violence that overwhelms our political and philosophical registers?
How can we make sense of the violence that was carried out in the name of humanism? And how can
we develop more ethical relations without becoming parasitic on the pain of others?

 
Through a critical exploration of violence and the sacred, Ecce Humanitas recasts the fall of liberal
humanism. Brad Evans offers a rich analysis of the changing nature of sacrificial violence, from its
theological origins to the exhaustion of the victim in the contemporary world. He critiques the
aestheticization that turns victims into sacred objects, sacrificial figures that demand response,
perpetuating a cycle of violence that is seen as natural and inevitable. In novel readings of classic and
contemporary works, Evans traces the sacralization of violence as well as art’s potential to incite
resistance. Countering the continued annihilation of life, Ecce Humanitas calls for liberating the
political imagination from the scene of sacrifice. A new aesthetics provides a form of transgressive
witnessing that challenges the ubiquity of violence and allows us to go beyond humanism to imagine a
truly liberated humanity.

Economic Statecraft
Ethan B. Kapstein

9780691204420

£40.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / History & Theory

September 2020

Princeton University Press

A new edition of the classic work on the economic tools of foreign policy
 

Today's complex and dangerous world demands a complete understanding of all the techniques of
statecraft, not just military ones. David Baldwin's Economic Statecraft presents an analytic framework
for evaluating such techniques and uses it to challenge the notion that economic instruments of foreign
policy do not work. Integrating insights from economics, political science, psychology, philosophy,
history, law, and sociology, this bold and provocative book explains not only the utility of economic
statecraft but also its morality, legality, and role in the history of international thought.

 
Economic Statecraft is a landmark work that has fundamentally redefined how nations evaluate
crucial choices of war and peace. Now with a substantial new preface by the author and an afterword
by esteemed foreign-policy expert Ethan Kapstein, this new edition introduces today's generation of
readers to the principles and applications of economic statecraft.

Emancipation After Hegel
Todd Mcgowan

9780231192712

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / History & Theory

June 2021

Columbia University Press

Hegel is making a comeback. After the decline of the Marxist Hegelianism that dominated the
twentieth century, leading thinkers are rediscovering Hegel’s thought as a resource for contemporary
politics. What does a notoriously difficult nineteenth-century German philosopher have to offer the
present? How should we understand Hegel, and what does understanding Hegel teach us about
confronting our most urgent challenges?

 
In this book, Todd McGowan offers us a Hegel for the twenty-first century. Simultaneously an
introduction to Hegel and a fundamental reimagining of Hegel’s project, Emancipation After Hegel
presents a radical Hegel who speaks to a world overwhelmed by right-wing populism,
authoritarianism, neoliberalism, and economic inequalities. McGowan argues that the revolutionary
core of Hegel’s thought is contradiction. He reveals that contradiction is inexorable and that we must
attempt to sustain it rather than overcoming it or dismissing it as a logical failure. McGowan contends
that Hegel’s notion of contradiction, when applied to contemporary problems, challenges any assertion
of unitary identity as every identity is in tension with itself and dependent on others. An accessible and
compelling reinterpretation of an often-misunderstood thinker, this book shows us a way forward to a
new politics of emancipation as we reconcile ourselves to the inevitability of contradiction and find
solidarity in not belonging.
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Expert Political Judgment
Philip E. Tetlock

9780691175973

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science

August 2017

Princeton University Press

Since its original publication, Expert Political Judgment by New York Times bestselling author Philip
Tetlock has established itself as a contemporary classic in the literature on evaluating expert opinion.

 

Tetlock first discusses arguments about whether the world is too complex for people to find the tools to
understand political phenomena, let alone predict the future. He evaluates predictions from experts in
different fields, comparing them to predictions by well-informed laity or those based on simple
extrapolation from current trends. He goes on to analyze which styles of thinking are more successful
in forecasting. Classifying thinking styles using Isaiah Berlin's prototypes of the fox and the hedgehog,
Tetlock contends that the fox--the thinker who knows many little things, draws from an eclectic array
of traditions, and is better able to improvise in response to changing events--is more successful in
predicting the future than the hedgehog, who knows one big thing, toils devotedly within one tradition,
and imposes formulaic solutions on ill-defined problems. He notes a perversely inverse relationship
between the best scientific indicators of good judgement and the qualities that the media most prizes
in pundits--the single-minded determination required to prevail in ideological combat.

 

Clearly written and impeccably researched, the book fills a huge void in the literature on evaluating
expert opinion. It will appeal across many academic disciplines as well as to corporations seeking to
develop standards for judging expert decision-making. Now with a new preface in which Tetlock
discusses the latest research in the field, the book explores what constitutes good judgment in
predicting future events and looks at why experts are often wrong in their forecasts.

Family Values
Melinda Cooper

9781935408345

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Conservatism & Liberalism

March 2019

Zone Books

Why was the discourse of family values so pivotal to the conservative and free-market revolution of the
1980s and why has it continued to exert such a profound influence on American political life? Why
have free-market neoliberals so often made common cause with social conservatives on the question of
family, despite their differences on all other issues?

 
In this book, Melinda Cooper challenges the idea that neoliberalism privileges atomized individualism
over familial solidarities, and contractual freedom over inherited status. Delving into the history of the
American poor laws, she shows how the liberal ethos of personal responsibility was always
undergirded by a wider imperative of family responsibility and how this investment in kinship
obligations recurrently facilitated the working relationship between free-market liberals and social
conservatives.

 
Neoliberalism, she argues, must be understood as an effort to revive and extend the poor law tradition
in the contemporary idiom of household debt. As neoliberal policymakers imposed cuts to health,
education, and welfare budgets, they simultaneously identified the family as a wholesale alternative to
the twentieth-century welfare state. And as the responsibility for deficit spending shifted from the state
to the household, the private debt obligations of family were defined as foundational to socio-economic
order. Despite their differences, neoliberals and social conservatives were in agreement that the bonds
of family needed to be encouraged — and at the limit enforced — as a necessary counterpart to market
freedom.

 
In a series of case studies ranging from Clinton’s welfare reform to the AIDS epidemic, and from same-
sex marriage to the student loan crisis, Cooper explores the key policy contributions made by
neoliberal economists and legal theorists. Only by restoring the question of family to its central place
in the neoliberal project, she argues, can we make sense of the defining political alliance of our times,
that between free-market economics and social conservatism.

Firepower
Matthew J. Lacombe

9780691207452

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Public Policy

May 2023

Princeton University Press

How the NRA became a political juggernaut by influencing the behaviors and beliefs of
everyday Americans

 
The National Rifle Association is one of the most powerful interest groups in America, and has
consistently managed to defeat or weaken proposed gun regulations—even despite widespread public
support for stricter laws and the prevalence of mass shootings and gun-related deaths. Firepower
provides an unprecedented look at how this controversial organization built its political power and
deploys it on behalf of its pro-gun agenda.

 
Taking readers from the 1930s to the age of Donald Trump, Matthew Lacombe traces how the NRA's
immense influence on national politics arises from its ability to shape the political outlooks and actions
of its followers. He draws on nearly a century of archival records and surveys to show how the
organization has fashioned a distinct worldview around gun ownership and used it to mobilize its
supporters. Lacombe reveals how the NRA's cultivation of a large, unified, and active base has enabled
it to build a resilient alliance with the Republican Party, and examines why the NRA and its members
formed an important constituency that helped fuel Trump's unlikely political rise.

 
Firepower sheds vital new light on how the NRA has grown powerful by mobilizing average
Americans, and how it uses its GOP alliance to advance its objectives and shape the national agenda.

Fixing the Climate
Charles F. Sabel

9780691224558

£20.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Public Policy /

Environmental Policy

August 2022

Princeton University Press

Solving the global climate crisis through local partnerships and experimentation
 

Global climate diplomacy—from the Kyoto Protocol to the Paris Agreement—is not working. Despite
decades of sustained negotiations by world leaders, the climate crisis continues to worsen. The
solution is within our grasp—but we will not achieve it through top-down global treaties or grand
bargains among nations.

 
Charles Sabel and David Victor explain why the profound transformations needed for deep cuts in
emissions must arise locally, with government and business working together to experiment with new
technologies, quickly learn the best solutions, and spread that information globally. Sabel and Victor
show how some of the most iconic successes in environmental policy were products of this
experimentalist approach to problem solving, such as the Montreal Protocol on the ozone layer, the
rise of electric vehicles, and Europe’s success in controlling water pollution. They argue that the Paris
Agreement is at best an umbrella under which local experimentation can push the technological
frontier and help societies around the world learn how to deploy the technologies and policies needed
to tackle this daunting global problem.

 
A visionary book that fundamentally reorients our thinking about the climate crisis, Fixing the Climate
is a road map to institutional design that can finally lead to self-sustaining reductions in emissions that
years of global diplomacy have failed to deliver.
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Forensic Architecture
Eyal Weizman

9781935408871

£32.00

Trade Paperback

Law / Forensic Science

October 2019

Zone Books

In recent years, a little-known research group named Forensic Architecture began using novel research
methods to undertake a series of investigations into human rights abuses. Today, the group provides
crucial evidence for international courts and works with a wide range of activist groups, NGOs,
Amnesty International, and the UN.

 
Beyond shedding new light on human rights violations and state crimes across the globe, Forensic
Architecture has also created a new form of investigative practice that bears its name. The group uses
architecture as an optical device to investigate armed conflicts and environmental destruction, as well
as to cross-reference a variety of evidence sources, such as new media, remote sensing, material
analysis, witness testimony, and crowd-sourcing.

 
In Forensic Architecture, Eyal Weizman, the group’s founder, provides, for the first time, an in-depth
introduction to the history, practice, assumptions, potentials, and double binds of this practice. The
book includes an extensive array of images, maps, and detailed documentation that records the
intricate work the group has performed.

 
Included in this volume are case studies that traverse multiple scales and durations, ranging from the
analysis of the shrapnel fragments in a room struck by drones in Pakistan, the reconstruction of a
contested shooting in the West Bank, the architectural recreation of a secret Syrian detention center
from the memory of its survivors, a blow-by-blow account of a day-long battle in Gaza, and an
investigation of environmental violence and climate change in the Guatemalan highlands and
elsewhere.

 
Weizman’s Forensic Architecture, stunning and shocking in its critical narrative, powerful images, and
daring investigations, presents a new form of public truth, technologically, architecturally, and
aesthetically produced. Their practice calls for a transformative politics in which architecture as a field

France before 1789
Jon Elster

9780691241524

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

December 2022

Princeton University Press

A masterful new account of old regime France by one of the world's most prominent
political philosophers

 
France before 1789 traces the historical origins of France's National Constituent Assembly of 1789,
providing a vivid portrait of the ancien régime and its complex social system in the decades before the
French Revolution. Jon Elster writes in the spirit of Alexis de Tocqueville, who described this
tumultuous era with an eye toward individual and group psychology and the functioning of
institutions. Whereas Tocqueville saw the old regime as a breeding ground for revolution, Elster, more
specifically, identifies the rural and urban conflicts that fueled the constitution-making process from
1789 to 1791. He presents a new approach to history writing, one that supplements the historian's craft
with the tools and insights of modern social science. Elster draws on important French and Anglo-
American scholarship as well as a treasure trove of historical evidence from the period, such as the
Memoirs of Saint-Simon, the letters of Madame de Sévigné, the journals of the lawyer Barbier and the
bookseller Hardy, the Remonstrances of Malesherbes, and La Bruyère's maxims.

 
Masterfully written and unparalleled in scope, France before 1789 is the first volume of a trilogy that
promises to transform our understanding of constitution making in the eighteenth century. Volume 2
will look at revolutionary America in the years leading up to the Constitutional Convention of 1787
while the third volume will examine all facets of the French and American assemblies, from how they
elected their delegates and organized their proceedings to how they addressed issues of separation of
powers and representation.

Global Discord
Paul Tucker

9780691229317

£35.00

Hardcover

Political Science / History & Theory

November 2022

Princeton University Press

How to sustain an international system of cooperation in the midst of geopolitical
struggle

 
Can the international economic and legal system survive today’s fractured geopolitics? Democracies
are facing a drawn-out contest with authoritarian states that is entangling much of public policy with
global security issues. In Global Discord, Paul Tucker lays out principles for a sustainable system of
international cooperation, showing how democracies can deal with China and other illiberal states
without sacrificing their deepest political values. Drawing on three decades as a central banker and
regulator, Tucker applies these principles to the international monetary order, including the role of the
U.S. dollar, trade and investment regimes, and the financial system.

 
Combining history, economics, and political and legal philosophy, Tucker offers a new account of
international relations. Rejecting intellectual traditions that go back to Hobbes, Kant, and Grotius, and
deploying instead ideas from David Hume, Bernard Williams, and modern mechanism-design
economists, Tucker describes a new kind of political realism that emphasizes power and interests
without sidelining morality. Incentives must be aligned with values if institutions are to endure. The
connecting tissue for a system of international cooperation, he writes, should be legitimacy, creating a
world of concentric circles in which we cooperate more with those with whom we share the most and
whom we fear the least.

Globalization
Jürgen Osterhammel

9780691133959

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Globalization

August 2009

Princeton University Press

"Globalization" has become a popular buzzword for explaining today's world. The expression achieved
terminological stardom in the 1990s and was soon embraced by the general public and integrated into
numerous languages.

 
But is this much-discussed phenomenon really an invention of modern times? In this work, Jürgen
Osterhammel and Niels Petersson make the case that globalization is not so new, after all. Arguing that
the world did not turn "global" overnight, the book traces the emergence of globalization over the past
seven or eight centuries. In fact, the authors write, the phenomenon can be traced back to early
modern large-scale trading, for example, the silk trade between China and the Mediterranean region,
the shipping routes between the Arabian Peninsula and India, and the more frequently traveled
caravan routes of the Near East and North Africa--all conduits for people, goods, coins, artwork, and
ideas.

 
Osterhammel and Petersson argue that the period from 1750 to 1880--an era characterized by the
development of free trade and the long-distance impact of the industrial revolution--represented an
important phase in the globalization phenomenon. Moreover, they demonstrate how globalization in
the mid-twentieth century opened up the prospect of global destruction though nuclear war and
ecological catastrophe. In the end, the authors write, today's globalization is part of a long-running
transformation and has not ushered in a "global age" radically different from anything that came
before.

 
This book will appeal to historians, economists, and anyone in the social sciences who is interested in
the historical emergence of globalization.
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The Grand Strategy of the
Habsburg Empire
A. Wess Mitchell

9780691196442

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Geopolitics

October 2019

Princeton University Press

The Habsburg Empire's grand strategy for outmaneuvering and outlasting stronger
rivals in a complicated geopolitical world

 
The Empire of Habsburg Austria faced more enemies than any other European great power. Flanked
on four sides by rivals, it possessed few of the advantages that explain successful empires. Yet
somehow Austria endured, outlasting Ottoman sieges, Frederick the Great, and Napoleon. A. Wess
Mitchell tells the story of how this cash-strapped, polyglot empire survived for centuries in Europe's
most dangerous neighborhood without succumbing to the pressures of multisided warfare. He shows
how the Habsburgs played the long game in geopolitics, corralling friend and foe alike into voluntarily
managing the empire's lengthy frontiers and extending a benign hegemony across the turbulent lands
of middle Europe. The Grand Strategy of the Habsburg Empire offers lessons on how to navigate a
messy geopolitical map, stand firm without the advantage of military predominance, and prevail
against multiple rivals.

Hannah Arendt and Isaiah
Berlin
Kei Hiruta

9780691182261

£30.00

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

November 2021

Princeton University Press

For the first time, the full story of the conflict between two of the twentieth century’s
most important thinkers—and how their profound disagreements continue to offer
important lessons for political theory and philosophy

 
Two of the most iconic thinkers of the twentieth century, Hannah Arendt (1906–1975) and Isaiah
Berlin (1909–1997) fundamentally disagreed on central issues in politics, history and philosophy. In
spite of their overlapping lives and experiences as Jewish émigré intellectuals, Berlin disliked Arendt
intensely, saying that she represented “everything that I detest most,” while Arendt met Berlin’s
hostility with indifference and suspicion. Written in a lively style, and filled with drama, tragedy and
passion, Hannah Arendt and Isaiah Berlin tells, for the first time, the full story of the fraught
relationship between these towering figures, and shows how their profoundly different views continue
to offer important lessons for political thought today.

 
Drawing on a wealth of new archival material, Kei Hiruta traces the Arendt–Berlin conflict, from their
first meeting in wartime New York through their widening intellectual chasm during the 1950s, the
controversy over Arendt’s 1963 book Eichmann in Jerusalem, their final missed opportunity to engage
with each other at a 1967 conference and Berlin’s continuing animosity toward Arendt after her death.
Hiruta blends political philosophy and intellectual history to examine key issues that simultaneously
connected and divided Arendt and Berlin, including the nature of totalitarianism, evil and the
Holocaust, human agency and moral responsibility, Zionism, American democracy, British
imperialism and the Hungarian Revolution. But, most of all, Arendt and Berlin disagreed over a
question that goes to the heart of the human condition: what does it mean to be free?

How Propaganda Works
Jason Stanley

9780691173429

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Propaganda

December 2016

Princeton University Press

How propaganda undermines democracy and why we need to pay attention
 

Our democracy today is fraught with political campaigns, lobbyists, liberal media, and Fox News
commentators, all using language to influence the way we think and reason about public issues. Even
so, many of us believe that propaganda and manipulation aren't problems for us—not in the way they
were for the totalitarian societies of the mid-twentieth century. In How Propaganda Works, Jason
Stanley demonstrates that more attention needs to be paid. He examines how propaganda operates
subtly, how it undermines democracy—particularly the ideals of democratic deliberation and equality
—and how it has damaged democracies of the past.

 
Focusing on the shortcomings of liberal democratic states, Stanley provides a historically grounded
introduction to democratic political theory as a window into the misuse of democratic vocabulary for
propaganda's selfish purposes. He lays out historical examples, such as the restructuring of the US
public school system at the turn of the twentieth century, to explore how the language of democracy is
sometimes used to mask an undemocratic reality. Drawing from a range of sources, including feminist
theory, critical race theory, epistemology, formal semantics, educational theory, and social and
cognitive psychology, he explains how the manipulative and hypocritical declaration of flawed beliefs
and ideologies arises from and perpetuates inequalities in society, such as the racial injustices that
commonly occur in the United States.

 
How Propaganda Works shows that an understanding of propaganda and its mechanisms is essential
for the preservation and protection of liberal democracies everywhere.

How Statesmen Think
Robert Jervis

9780691176444

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations /

Diplomacy

February 2017

Princeton University Press

Robert Jervis has been a pioneering leader in the study of the psychology of international politics for
more than four decades. How Statesmen Think presents his most important ideas on the subject from
across his career. This collection of revised and updated essays applies, elaborates, and modifies his
pathbreaking work. The result is an indispensable book for students and scholars of international
relations.

 
How Statesmen Think demonstrates that expectations and political and psychological needs are the
major drivers of perceptions in international politics, as well as in other arenas. Drawing on the
increasing attention psychology is paying to emotions, the book discusses how emotional needs help
structure beliefs. It also shows how decision-makers use multiple shortcuts to seek and process
information when making foreign policy and national security judgments. For example, the desire to
conserve cognitive resources can cause decision-makers to look at misleading indicators of military
strength, and psychological pressures can lead them to run particularly high risks. The book also looks
at how deterrent threats and counterpart promises often fail because they are misperceived.

 
How Statesmen Think examines how these processes play out in many situations that arise in foreign
and security policy, including the threat of inadvertent war, the development of domino beliefs, the
formation and role of national identities, and conflicts between intelligence organizations and
policymakers.
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How to Run a Country
Marcus Tullius Cicero

9780691156576

£13.99

Hardcover

Political Science / Political Process / Leadership

January 2013

Princeton University Press

Timeless political wisdom from ancient history's greatest statesman
 

Marcus Cicero, Rome's greatest statesman and orator, was elected to the Roman Republic's highest
office at a time when his beloved country was threatened by power-hungry politicians, dire economic
troubles, foreign turmoil, and political parties that refused to work together. Sound familiar? Cicero's
letters, speeches, and other writings are filled with timeless wisdom and practical insight about how to
solve these and other problems of leadership and politics. How to Run a Country collects the best of
these writings to provide an entertaining, common sense guide for modern leaders and citizens. This
brief book, a sequel to How to Win an Election, gathers Cicero's most perceptive thoughts on topics
such as leadership, corruption, the balance of power, taxes, war, immigration, and the importance of
compromise. These writings have influenced great leaders—including America's Founding Fathers—
for two thousand years, and they are just as instructive today as when they were first written.

 
Organized by topic and featuring lively new translations, the book also includes an introduction,
headnotes, a glossary, suggestions for further reading, and an appendix containing the original Latin
texts. The result is an enlightening introduction to some of the most enduring political wisdom of all
time.

How to Win an Election
Quintus Tullius Cicero

9780691154084

£10.99

Hardcover

Political Science / Political Process / Campaigns

& Elections

February 2012

Princeton University Press

A primer on campaigning in ancient Rome that reads like a strategy memo from a
modern political consultant

How to Win an Election is an ancient Roman guide for campaigning that is as up-to-date as
tomorrow's headlines. In 64 BC when idealist Marcus Cicero, Rome's greatest orator, ran for consul
(the highest office in the Republic), his practical brother Quintus decided he needed some no-nonsense
advice on running a successful campaign. What follows in his short letter are timeless bits of political
wisdom, from the importance of promising everything to everybody and reminding voters about the
sexual scandals of your opponents to being a chameleon, putting on a good show for the masses, and
constantly surrounding yourself with rabid supporters. Presented here in a lively and colorful new
translation, with the Latin text on facing pages, this unashamedly pragmatic primer on the humble art
of personal politicking is dead-on (Cicero won)--and as relevant today as when it was written.

 

A little-known classic in the spirit of Machiavelli's Prince, How to Win an Election is required reading
for politicians and everyone who enjoys watching them try to manipulate their way into office.

I Have No Enemies
Perry Link

9780231206341

£28.00

Hardcover

Biography & Autobiography / Political

June 2023

Columbia University Press

Late one night in December 2008, police arrived at the home of Liu Xiaobo—China’s leading dissident,
a key figure in the prodemocracy manifesto Charter 08—and took him away. When Liu won the 2010
Nobel Peace Prize as a political prisoner, the award was bestowed on an empty chair. Inside China, the
regime sought to erase every trace of his existence. Liu died of liver cancer in 2017 without ever having
been allowed to return home.

 
I Have No Enemies is the definitive biography of Liu Xiaobo, offering a meticulously researched
account of the twists and turns of a remarkable life. Perry Link and Wu Dazhi explore Liu’s upbringing,
immersion in classical Chinese poetry and philosophy, bold challenges to literary conformity, and
involvement in democratic movements. They trace the lifelong evolution of his thinking and chronicle
his persecution, incarceration, and death.

 
I Have No Enemies emphasizes Liu’s principled commitment to dissent and the significance of the
example he set in China and around the world. Liu was a far-sighted strategist whose credo was
“changing a regime by changing a society.” In Tiananmen Square, he showed others how to face down
armed soldiers; in daily life, he looked for ways to build a more democratic culture. A powerful record
of Liu’s life and times, this book also tells the story of a generation of Chinese intellectuals who sought
a better way forward.

Imperfect Victims
Leigh Goodmark

9780520391123

£21.00

Trade Paperback

Law / Criminal Law

January 2023

University of California Press

A profound, compelling argument for abolition feminism—to protect criminalized
survivors of gender-based violence, we must dismantle the carceral system.

 
 Since the 1970s, anti-violence advocates have worked to make the legal system more responsive to
gender-based violence. But greater state intervention in cases of intimate partner violence, rape, sexual
assault, and trafficking has led to the arrest, prosecution, conviction, and incarceration of victims,
particularly women of color and trans and gender-nonconforming people. Imperfect Victims argues
that only dismantling the system will bring that punishment to an end. 

 
 Amplifying the voices of survivors, including her own clients, abolitionist law professor Leigh
Goodmark deftly guides readers on a step-by-step journey through the criminalization of survival.
Abolition feminism reveals the possibility of a just world beyond the carceral state, which is
fundamentally unable to respond to, let alone remedy, harm. As Imperfect Victims shows, abolition
feminism is the only politics and practice that can undo the indescribable damage inflicted on
survivors by the very system purporting to protect them.

 



12 • Distributed in Europe by John Wiley & Sons
+44 (0) 1243 843291 • customer@wiley.com • www.pubeasy.com

The Impossible State
Wael Hallaq

9780231162579

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

September 2014

Columbia University Press

Wael B. Hallaq boldly argues that the "Islamic state," judged by any standard definition of what the
modern state represents, is both impossible and inherently self-contradictory. Comparing the legal,
political, moral, and constitutional histories of premodern Islam and Euro-America, he finds the
adoption and practice of the modern state to be highly problematic for modern Muslims. He also
critiques more expansively modernity's moral predicament, which renders impossible any project
resting solely on ethical foundations.

 
The modern state not only suffers from serious legal, political, and constitutional issues, Hallaq argues,
but also, by its very nature, fashions a subject inconsistent with what it means to be, or to live as, a
Muslim. By Islamic standards, the state's technologies of the self are severely lacking in moral
substance, and today's Islamic state, as Hallaq shows, has done little to advance an acceptable form of
genuine Shari'a governance. The Islamists' constitutional battles in Egypt and Pakistan, the Islamic
legal and political failures of the Iranian Revolution, and similar disappointments underscore this fact.
Nevertheless, the state remains the favored template of the Islamists and the ulama (Muslim
clergymen).

 
Providing Muslims with a path toward realizing the good life, Hallaq turns to the rich moral resources
of Islamic history. Along the way, he proves political and other "crises of Islam" are not unique to the
Islamic world nor to the Muslim religion. These crises are integral to the modern condition of both
East and West, and by acknowledging these parallels, Muslims can engage more productively with
their Western counterparts.

In the Shadow of Justice
Katrina Forrester

9780691216751

£17.99

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

March 2021

Princeton University Press

A bold new history of postwar political philosophy and of how John Rawls transformed
modern liberalism

 
In the Shadow of Justice tells the story of how liberal political philosophy was transformed in the
second half of the twentieth century under the influence of John Rawls. In this first-ever history of
contemporary liberal theory, Katrina Forrester shows how liberal egalitarianism—a set of ideas about
justice, equality, obligation, and the state—became dominant, and traces its emergence from the
political and ideological context of the postwar United States and Britain. In the aftermath of the civil
rights movement and the Vietnam War, political philosophers extended, developed, and reshaped
liberalism as they responded to challenges and alternatives on the left and right—from the New
International Economic Order to the rise of the New Right. These thinkers remade political philosophy
in ways that influenced both liberal theory and its critics. Recasting the history of late twentieth-
century political thought, In the Shadow of Justice offers a rigorous look at liberalism’s ambitions and
limits.

The Individualists
Matt Zwolinski

9780691155548

£30.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Libertarianism

April 2023

Princeton University Press

A sweeping history of libertarian thought, from radical anarchists to conservative
defenders of the status quo

 
Libertarianism emerged in the mid-nineteenth century with an unwavering commitment to
progressive causes, from women’s rights and the fight against slavery to anti-colonialism and Irish
emancipation. Today, this movement founded on the principle of individual liberty finds itself divided
by both progressive and reactionary elements vying to claim it as their own. The Individualists is the
untold story of a political doctrine continually reshaped by fierce internal tensions, bold and eccentric
personalities, and shifting political circumstances.

 
Matt Zwolinski and John Tomasi trace the history of libertarianism from its origins as a radical
progressive ideology in the 1850s to its crisis of identity today. They examine the doctrine’s evolution
through six defining themes: private property, skepticism of authority, free markets, individualism,
spontaneous order, and individual liberty. They show how the movement took a turn toward
conservativism during the Cold War, when the dangers of communism at home and abroad came to
dominate libertarian thinking. Zwolinski and Tomasi reveal a history that is wider, more diverse, and
more contentious than many of us realize.

 
A groundbreaking work of scholarship, The Individualists uncovers the neglected roots of a movement
that has championed the poor and marginalized since its founding, but whose talk of equal liberty has
often been bent to serve the interests of the rich and powerful.

Injustice, Inc.
Daniel L. Hatcher

9780520396050

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Law / Criminal Law

February 2023

University of California Press

An unflinching exposé of how the family, juvenile, and criminal justice systems
monetize the communities they purport to serve and trap them in crushing poverty

 
 Injustice, Inc. exposes the ways in which justice systems exploit America's history of racial and
economic inequality to generate revenue on a massive scale. With searing legal analysis, Daniel L.
Hatcher uncovers how courts, prosecutors, police, probation departments, and detention facilities are
abandoning ethics to churn vulnerable children and adults into unconstitutional factory-like
operations.

 
 Hatcher reveals stark details of revenue schemes and reflects on the systemic racialized harm of the
injustice enterprise. He details how these corporatized institutions enter contracts to make money
removing children from their homes, extort fines and fees, collaborate with debt collectors, seize
property, incentivize arrests and evictions, enforce unpaid child labor, maximize occupancy in
detention and "treatment" centers, and more. Injustice, Inc. underscores the need to unravel these
predatory operations, which have escaped public scrutiny for too long.
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Inside Congressional
Committees
Maya Kornberg

9780231201834

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / American Government /

Legislative Branch

February 2023

Columbia University Press

It is widely believed that Congress has broken down. Media accounts present the storied legislature as
thoroughly gridlocked, paralyzed by partisan rancor. Political scientists find that Congress is passing
fewer laws and spending less time on legislative work. Which parts of a supposedly dysfunctional
legislature continue to function?

 
Maya L. Kornberg examines the legislative process beyond voting patterns, emphasizing the crucial
role of congressional committee hearings. In committees, lawmakers hear from expert witnesses,
legislators revise and discuss bills before bringing them to a vote, and the public has an opportunity to
engage with Congress. Kornberg scrutinizes the inner workings of committees—the different types of
witnesses who testify, the varied hearings Congress holds, and the distinct effects that committee work
has on congresspeople. She deploys original mixed-methods datasets that span from insider interviews
to sentiment analysis examining the language used in hearings. Kornberg evaluates how committees
operate and the conditions affecting their performance, finding that committee work can be more
deliberative and productive than the politics of the Congress floor.

 
Through a comprehensive exploration of who committees hear from and how they listen, this book
demonstrates that Congress is not as dysfunctional as is often claimed. Inside Congressional
Committees also suggests timely reforms based on these findings that can strengthen Congress.

Inside Terrorism
Bruce Hoffman

9780231174770

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Terrorism

September 2017

Columbia University Press

Bruce Hoffman's Inside Terrorism has remained the seminal work for understanding the historical
evolution of terrorism and the terrorist mind-set. In this revised third edition of his classic text,
Hoffman analyzes the latest developments in global terrorism, offering insight into new adversaries,
motivations, strategies, and tactics. He focuses on the rise of ISIS and the resilience of al-Qaeda;
terrorist exploitation of the Internet and embrace of social media; radicalization of foreign fighters;
and potential future trends, including the repercussions of a post-caliphate ISIS.

 
Hoffman examines the demographics of contemporary terrorist leaders and recruits; the continued use
of suicide bombers; and the likelihood of a chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear terrorist strike.
He also considers the resurgence of violent antigovernment militants, including white supremacists
and opponents of abortion. He argues that the war on terrorism did not end with Osama bin Laden's
death and that ongoing instability and strife in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, and Yemen, among
other places, will both sustain terrorist movements and have broad implications for domestic and
international security around the globe.

Intimate Strangers
Andreea Ritivoi

9780231168694

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

April 2023

Columbia University Press

Hannah Arendt, Herbert Marcuse, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, and Edward Said each steered major
intellectual and political schools of thought in American political discourse after World War II, yet
none of them was American, which proved crucial to their ways of arguing and reasoning both in and
out of the American context. In an effort to convince their audiences they were American enough,
these thinkers deployed deft rhetorical strategies that made their cosmopolitanism feel acceptable,
inspiring radical new approaches to longstanding problems in American politics. Speaking like natives,
they also exploited their foreignness to entice listeners to embrace alternative modes of thought.

 
Intimate Strangers unpacks this "stranger ethos," a blend of detachment and involvement that
manifested in the persona of a prophet for Solzhenitsyn, an impartial observer for Arendt, a mentor for
Marcuse, and a victim for Said. Yet despite its many successes, the stranger ethos did alienate many
audiences, and critics continue to dismiss these thinkers not for their positions but because of their
foreign point of view. This book encourages readers to reject this kind of critical xenophobia, throwing
support behind a political discourse that accounts for the ideals of citizens and noncitizens alike.

Israel's Counterterrorism
Strategy
Boaz Ganor

9780231199230

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

July 2021

Columbia University Press

Since declaring independence in 1948, Israel has been involved in an intractable conflict with the
Palestinians and its neighbors. While violence has ebbed and flowed over the years, the threat of
terrorism has remained a constant factor, shaping Israeli security policy in a unique way.

 
Boaz Ganor provides an authoritative analysis of Israel’s approach to counterterrorism throughout its
existence. Drawing on unprecedented access to Israeli leaders, he offers a comprehensive insider’s
account of the decision-making processes, challenges, and dilemmas at the core of counterterror
activities. Beginning with infiltration attacks from neighboring states immediately after independence
and proceeding through the formation of organized Palestinian terror organizations up to the present
day, this book details distinct eras of terrorism and how the Israeli state has counteracted them. Ganor
also highlights the dynamic nature of both terrorism and counterterrorism: Just as waves of terror
rise, fall, and evolve, so too do the measures employed to respond to them. He distills the lessons of
Israel’s experience into key tenets for other countries facing the challenge of terrorism.

 
The book features revelatory personal testimony from senior Israeli decision makers who have played
pivotal roles in counterterrorism strategy, including prime ministers, defense ministers, Israeli
Defense Forces chiefs of staff, and directors of Mossad and Shin Bet. Israel’s Counterterrorism
Strategy is indispensable reading for students, scholars, and practitioners alike.
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Kennan
Frank Costigliola

9780691165400

£35.00

Hardcover

Biography & Autobiography / Political

January 2023

Princeton University Press

A definitive biography of the U.S. diplomat and prize-winning historian George F.
Kennan

 
The diplomat and historian George F. Kennan (1904–2005) ranks as one of the most important figures
in American foreign policy—and one of its most complex. Drawing on many previously untapped
sources, Frank Costigliola’s authoritative biography offers a new picture of a man of extraordinary
ability and ambition whose idea of containing the Soviet Union helped ignite the Cold War but who
spent the next half century trying to extinguish it. Always prescient, Kennan in the 1990s warned that
the eastward expansion of NATO would spur a new cold war with Russia.

 
Even as Kennan championed rational realism in foreign policy, his personal and professional lives
were marked by turmoil. And though he was widely respected and honored by presidents and the
public, he judged his career a failure because he had been dropped as a pilot of U.S. foreign policy.
Impossible to classify, Kennan was a sui generis thinker, a trenchant critic of both communism and
capitalism, and a pioneering environmentalist. Living between Russia and the United States, he
witnessed firsthand Stalin’s tightening grip on the Soviet Union, the collapse of Europe during World
War II, and the nuclear arms race of the Cold War.

 
An absorbing portrait of an eloquent, insightful, and sometimes blinkered iconoclast whose ideas are
still powerfully relevant, Kennan invites us to imagine a world that Kennan fought for but was unable
to bring about—one not of confrontations and crises but of dialogue and diplomacy.

Liberalism
Edmund Fawcett

9780691180380

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Conservatism & Liberalism

May 2018

Princeton University Press

A compelling history of liberalism from the nineteenth century to today
 

Despite playing a decisive role in shaping the past two hundred years of American and European
politics, liberalism is no longer the dominant force it once was. In this expanded and updated edition
of what has become a classic history of liberalism, Edmund Fawcett traces its ideals, successes, and
failures through the lives and ideas of exemplary thinkers and politicians from the early nineteenth
century to today. Significant revisions—including a new conclusion—reflect recent changes affecting
the world political order that many see as presenting new and very potent threats to the survival of
liberal democracy as we know it. A richly detailed account of a vulnerable but critically important
political creed, this book reminds us that to defend liberalism it is vital to understand its character and
history.

Liberalism in Dark Times
Joshua L. Cherniss

9780691220932

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

February 2023

Princeton University Press

A timely defense of liberalism that draws vital lessons from its greatest midcentury
proponents

 
Today, liberalism faces threats from across the political spectrum. While right-wing populists and
leftist purists righteously violate liberal norms, theorists of liberalism seem to have little to say. In
Liberalism in Dark Times, Joshua Cherniss issues a rousing defense of the liberal tradition, drawing
on a neglected strand of liberal thought.

 
Assaults on liberalism—a political order characterized by limits on political power and respect for
individual rights—are nothing new. Early in the twentieth century, democracy was under attack
around the world, with one country after another succumbing to dictatorship. While many intellectuals
dismissed liberalism as outdated, unrealistic, or unworthy, a handful of writers defended and
reinvigorated the liberal ideal, including Max Weber, Raymond Aron, Albert Camus, Reinhold
Niebuhr, and Isaiah Berlin—each of whom is given a compelling new assessment here.

 
Building on the work of these thinkers, Cherniss urges us to imagine liberalism not as a set of policies
but as a temperament or disposition—one marked by openness to complexity, willingness to
acknowledge uncertainty, tolerance for difference, and resistance to ruthlessness. In the face of rising
political fanaticism, he persuasively argues for the continuing importance of this liberal ethos.

Line of Advantage
Michael Green

9780231204675

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Asian

March 2022

Columbia University Press

No other country has devised a grand strategy for managing China’s rising economic and military
power as deliberately or successfully as Japan. Seeking to counter Chinese ambitions toward regional
hegemony, Japan has taken an increasingly assertive role in East Asia and the world. During the
tenure of Prime Minister Abe Shinzo, the country pursued closer security cooperation with the United
States and other democracies, established a more centralized national defense system, and advanced
rules and norms to preserve the open regional order in the Indo-Pacific that is crucial to its prosperity
and survival—all while managing an important economic relationship with China.

 
In Line of Advantage, Michael J. Green provides a groundbreaking and comprehensive account of
Japan’s strategic thinking under Abe. He explains the foundational logic and the worldview behind this
approach, from key precedents in Japanese history to the specific economic, defense, and diplomatic
priorities shaping contemporary policy toward China, the United States, the two Koreas, and the Indo-
Pacific region. Drawing on two decades of access to Abe and other Japanese political, military, and
business leaders, Green provides an insider’s perspective on subjects such as how Japan pursued
competition with China without losing the benefits of economic cooperation. Assessing the strengths
and weaknesses of Japan’s new active role, Line of Advantage sheds new light on a period with
profound implications for the future of U.S. competition with China and international affairs in Asia
more broadly.
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A Lot of People Are Saying
Nancy L. Rosenblum

9780691202259

£12.99

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

February 2020

Princeton University Press

How the new conspiracists are undermining democracy—and what can be done about it
 

Conspiracy theories are as old as politics. But conspiracists today have introduced something new—
conspiracy without theory. And the new conspiracism has moved from the fringes to the heart of
government with the election of Donald Trump. In A Lot of People Are Saying, Russell Muirhead and
Nancy Rosenblum show how the new conspiracism differs from classic conspiracy theory, how it
undermines democracy, and what needs to be done to resist it.

Making Democracy Work
Robert D. Putnam

9780691037387

£35.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / History & Theory

June 1994

Princeton University Press

Why do some democratic governments succeed and others fail? In a book that has received attention
from policymakers and civic activists in America and around the world, Robert Putnam and his
collaborators offer empirical evidence for the importance of "civic community" in developing
successful institutions. Their focus is on a unique experiment begun in 1970 when Italy created new
governments for each of its regions. After spending two decades analyzing the efficacy of these
governments in such fields as agriculture, housing, and health services, they reveal patterns of
associationism, trust, and cooperation that facilitate good governance and economic prosperity.

The Man Who Understood
Democracy
Olivier Zunz

9780691173979

£30.00

Hardcover

Biography & Autobiography / Philosophers

May 2022

Princeton University Press

A definitive biography of the French aristocrat who became one of democracy’s greatest
champions

 
In 1831, at the age of twenty-five, Alexis de Tocqueville made his fateful journey to America, where he
observed the thrilling reality of a functioning democracy. From that moment onward, the French
aristocrat would dedicate his life as a writer and politician to ending despotism in his country and
bringing it into a new age. In this authoritative and groundbreaking biography, leading Tocqueville
expert Olivier Zunz tells the story of a radical thinker who, uniquely charged by the events of his time,
both in America and France, used the world as a laboratory for his political ideas.

 
Placing Tocqueville’s dedication to achieving a new kind of democracy at the center of his life and
work, Zunz traces Tocqueville’s evolution into a passionate student and practitioner of liberal politics
across a trove of correspondence with intellectuals, politicians, constituents, family members, and
friends. While taking seriously Tocqueville’s attempts to apply the lessons of Democracy in America to
French politics, Zunz shows that the United States, and not only France, remained central to
Tocqueville’s thought and actions throughout his life. In his final years, with France gripped by an
authoritarian regime and America divided by slavery, Tocqueville feared that the democratic
experiment might be failing. Yet his passion for democracy never weakened.

 
Giving equal attention to the French and American sources of Tocqueville’s unique blend of political
philosophy and political action, The Man Who Understood Democracy offers the richest, most
nuanced portrait yet of a man who, born between the worlds of aristocracy and democracy, fought
tirelessly for the only system that he believed could provide both liberty and equality.

Man, the State, and War
Kenneth Waltz

9780231188050

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / History & Theory

December 2018

Columbia University Press

What are the causes of war? How might the world be made more peaceful? In this landmark work of
international relations theory, first published in 1959, the eminent realist scholar Kenneth N. Waltz
offers a foundational analysis of the nature of conflict between states. He explores works by both
classic political philosophers, such as St. Augustine, Hobbes, Kant, and Rousseau, and modern
psychologists and anthropologists to discover ideas intended to explain war among states and related
prescriptions for peace. Waltz influentially distinguishes among three “images” of the origins of war:
those that blame individual leaders or human nature, those rooted in states’ internal composition, and
those concerning the structure of the international system. With a foreword by Stephen M. Walt on the
legacy and continued relevance of Waltz’s work, this anniversary edition brings new life to a perennial
international relations classic.
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Mandeville’s Fable
Robin Douglass

9780691219172

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

May 2023

Princeton University Press

Why we should take Bernard Mandeville seriously as a philosopher
 

Bernard Mandeville’s The Fable of the Bees outraged its eighteenth-century audience by proclaiming
that private vices lead to public prosperity. Today the work is best known as an early iteration of
laissez-faire capitalism. In this book, Robin Douglass looks beyond the notoriety of Mandeville’s great
work to reclaim its status as one of the most incisive philosophical studies of human nature and the
origin of society in the Enlightenment era. Focusing on Mandeville’s moral, social, and political ideas,
Douglass offers a revelatory account of why we should take Mandeville seriously as a philosopher.

 
Douglass expertly reconstructs Mandeville’s theory of how self-centred individuals, who care for their
reputation and social standing above all else, could live peacefully together in large societies. Pride and
shame are the principal motives of human behaviour, on this account, with a large dose of hypocrisy
and self-deception lying behind our moral practices. In his analysis, Douglass attends closely to the
changes between different editions of the Fable; considers Mandeville’s arguments in light of
objections and rival accounts from other eighteenth-century philosophers, including Shaftesbury,
Hume, and Smith; and draws on more recent findings from social psychology.

 
With this detailed and original reassessment of Mandeville’s philosophy, Douglass shows how The
Fable of the Bees—by shining a light on the dark side of human nature—has the power to unsettle
readers even today.

Marx's Inferno
William Clare Roberts

9780691180816

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

March 2018

Princeton University Press

Marx’s Inferno reconstructs the major arguments of Karl Marx’s Capital and inaugurates a completely
new reading of a seminal classic. Rather than simply a critique of classical political economy, William
Roberts argues that Capital was primarily a careful engagement with the motives and aims of the
workers’ movement. Understood in this light, Capital emerges as a profound work of political theory.
Placing Marx against the background of nineteenth-century socialism, Roberts shows how Capital was
ingeniously modeled on Dante’s Inferno, and how Marx, playing the role of Virgil for the proletariat,
introduced partisans of workers’ emancipation to the secret depths of the modern “social Hell.” In this
manner, Marx revised republican ideas of freedom in response to the rise of capitalism.

 

Combining research on Marx’s interlocutors, textual scholarship, and forays into recent debates,
Roberts traces the continuities linking Marx’s theory of capitalism to the tradition of republican
political thought. He immerses the reader in socialist debates about the nature of commerce, the
experience of labor, the power of bosses and managers, and the possibilities of political organization.
Roberts rescues those debates from the past, and shows how they speak to ever-renewed concerns
about political life in today’s world.

Migrants and Machine
Politics
Adam Michael Auerbach

9780691236094

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Process / Campaigns

& Elections

January 2023

Princeton University Press

How poor migrants shape city politics during urbanization
 

As the Global South rapidly urbanizes, millions of people have migrated from the countryside to urban
slums, which now house one billion people worldwide. The transformative potential of urbanization
hinges on whether and how poor migrants are integrated into city politics. Popular and scholarly
accounts paint migrant slums as exhausted by dispossession, subdued by local dons, bought off by wily
politicians, or polarized by ethnic appeals. Migrants and Machine Politics shows how slum residents
in India routinely defy such portrayals, actively constructing and wielding political machine networks
to demand important, albeit imperfect, representation and responsiveness within the country’s
expanding cities.

 
Drawing on years of pioneering fieldwork in India’s slums, including ethnographic observation,
interviews, surveys, and experiments, Adam Michael Auerbach and Tariq Thachil reveal how migrants
harness forces of political competition—as residents, voters, community leaders, and party workers—to
sow unexpected seeds of accountability within city politics. This multifaceted agency provokes new
questions about how political networks form during urbanization. In answering these questions, this
book overturns longstanding assumptions about how political machines exploit the urban poor to stifle
competition, foster ethnic favoritism, and entrench vote buying.

 
By documenting how poor migrants actively shape urban politics in counterintuitive ways, Migrants
and Machine Politics sheds new light on the political consequences of urbanization across India and
the Global South.

Military Power
Stephen Biddle

9780691128023

£35.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science

July 2006

Princeton University Press

In war, do mass and materiel matter most? Will states with the largest, best equipped, information-
technology-rich militaries invariably win? The prevailing answer today among both scholars and
policymakers is yes. But this is to overlook force employment, or the doctrine and tactics by which
materiel is actually used. In a landmark reconception of battle and war, this book provides a systematic
account of how force employment interacts with materiel to produce real combat outcomes. Stephen
Biddle argues that force employment is central to modern war, becoming increasingly important since
1900 as the key to surviving ever more lethal weaponry. Technological change produces opposite
effects depending on how forces are employed; to focus only on materiel is thus to risk major error--
with serious consequences for both policy and scholarship.

 

In clear, fluent prose, Biddle provides a systematic account of force employment's role and shows how
this account holds up under rigorous, multimethod testing. The results challenge a wide variety of
standard views, from current expectations for a revolution in military affairs to mainstream
scholarship in international relations and orthodox interpretations of modern military history.

 

Military Power will have a resounding impact on both scholarship in the field and on policy debates
over the future of warfare, the size of the military, and the makeup of the defense budget.
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Modern Slavery
Siddharth Kara

9780231158473

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Human Rights

March 2023

Columbia University Press

Siddharth Kara is a tireless chronicler of the human cost of slavery around the world. He has
documented the dark realities of modern slavery in order to reveal the degrading and dehumanizing
systems that strip people of their dignity for the sake of profit—and to link the suffering of the enslaved
to the day-to-day lives of consumers in the West. In Modern Slavery, Kara draws on his many years of
expertise to demonstrate the astonishing scope of slavery and offer a concrete path toward its
abolition.

 
From labor trafficking in the U.S. agricultural sector to sex trafficking in Nigeria to debt bondage in the
Southeast Asian construction sector to forced labor in the Thai seafood industry, Kara depicts the
myriad faces and forms of slavery, providing a comprehensive grounding in the realities of modern-
day servitude. Drawing on sixteen years of field research in more than fifty countries around the globe
—including revelatory interviews with both the enslaved and their oppressors—Kara sets out the key
manifestations of modern slavery and how it is embedded in global supply chains. Slavery offers
immense profits at minimal risk through the exploitation of vulnerable subclasses whose brutalization
is tacitly accepted by the current global economic order. Kara has developed a business and economic
analysis of slavery based on metrics and data that attest to the enormous scale and functioning of these
systems of exploitation. Beyond this data-driven approach, Modern Slavery unflinchingly portrays the
torments endured by the powerless. This searing exposé documents one of humanity’s greatest wrongs
and lays out the framework for a comprehensive plan to eradicate it.

More Than Marriage
John G. Culhane

9780520391666

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Law / Family Law / Marriage

May 2023

University of California Press

Introduces an expansive vision of the family and a brilliant legal arrangement that will
protect the lives of millions of adults.

 
 Today, about half of all adults are unmarried. Many of those are in significant relationships—some
intimate, others based in friendship, finances, or family ties—but the law offers them few protections.
Amid the growing recognition that modern families take all shapes, More Than Marriage presents a
refreshing vision for the future.

 
 With this book, noted family-law expert John G. Culhane takes us on a guided tour of how the march
toward marriage equality spun off a number of other legal statuses, and explores how the law has
expanded and where it falls short. This lively living history is grounded in relatable, in-depth
interviews that give voice to the millions of Americans building family structures outside the
protections of marriage—whether by choice, necessity, or exclusion. Culhane proposes an updated
legal status that offers flexible and portable benefits for a diverse range of commitments and needs. As
More Than Marriage shows, this "choose your own adventure" structure more accurately reflects, and
more equitably protects, the many kinds of families we choose to build.

The Myth of the Rational
Voter
Bryan Caplan

9780691138732

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science

August 2008

Princeton University Press

The greatest obstacle to sound economic policy is not entrenched special interests or rampant
lobbying, but the popular misconceptions, irrational beliefs, and personal biases held by ordinary
voters. This is economist Bryan Caplan's sobering assessment in this provocative and eye-opening
book. Caplan argues that voters continually elect politicians who either share their biases or else
pretend to, resulting in bad policies winning again and again by popular demand.

 

Boldly calling into question our most basic assumptions about American politics, Caplan contends that
democracy fails precisely because it does what voters want. Through an analysis of Americans' voting
behavior and opinions on a range of economic issues, he makes the convincing case that
noneconomists suffer from four prevailing biases: they underestimate the wisdom of the market
mechanism, distrust foreigners, undervalue the benefits of conserving labor, and pessimistically
believe the economy is going from bad to worse. Caplan lays out several bold ways to make democratic
government work better--for example, urging economic educators to focus on correcting popular
misconceptions and recommending that democracies do less and let markets take up the slack.

 

The Myth of the Rational Voter takes an unflinching look at how people who vote under the influence
of false beliefs ultimately end up with government that delivers lousy results. With the upcoming
presidential election season drawing nearer, this thought-provoking book is sure to spark a long-
overdue reappraisal of our elective system.

The New Crusades
Khaled A. Beydoun

9780520356306

£23.00

Hardcover

Political Science / World

March 2023

University of California Press

"The New Crusades is an intersectional milestone. It lucidly illustrates how converging
systems of subordination, power, and violence related to Islamophobia are experienced
across the globe."—Kimberlé Crenshaw, from the foreword 

 
The first book to examine global Islamophobia from a legal and ground-up
perspective, from renowned public intellectual Khaled A. Beydoun.

 Islamophobia has spiraled into a global menace, and democratic and authoritarian regimes alike have
deployed it as a strategy to persecute their Muslim populations. With this book, Khaled A. Beydoun
details how the American War on Terror has facilitated and intensified the network of anti-Muslim
campaigns unfolding across the world. The New Crusades is the first book of its kind, offering a critical
and intimate examination of global Islamophobia and its manifestations in Europe, Asia, the Middle
East, and regions beyond and in between.

Through trenchant analysis and direct testimony from Muslims on the ground, Beydoun interrogates
how Islamophobia acts as a unifying global thread of state and social bigotry, instigating both liberal
and right-wing hate-mongering. Whether imposed by way of hijab bans in France, state-sponsored
hate speech and violence in India, or the network of concentration camps in China, Islamophobia
unravels into distinct systems of demonization and oppression across the post-9/11 geopolitical
landscape. Lucid and poignant, The New Crusades reveals that Islamophobia is not only a worldwide
phenomenon—it stands as one of the world's last bastions of acceptable hate.
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A New Foreign Policy
Jeffrey D. Sachs

9780231188494

£9.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations /

Diplomacy

March 2020

Columbia University Press

The American Century began in 1941 and ended on January 20, 2017. While the United States remains
a military giant and is still an economic powerhouse, it no longer dominates the world economy or
geopolitics as it once did. The current turn toward nationalism and “America first” unilateralism in
foreign policy will not make America great. Instead, it represents the abdication of our responsibilities
in the face of severe environmental threats, political upheaval, mass migration, and other global
challenges.

 
In this incisive and forceful book, Jeffrey D. Sachs provides the blueprint for a new foreign policy that
embraces global cooperation, international law, and aspirations for worldwide prosperity—not
nationalism and gauzy dreams of past glory. He argues that America’s approach to the world must shift
from military might and wars of choice to a commitment to shared objectives of sustainable
development. Our pursuit of primacy has embroiled us in unwise and unwinnable wars, and it is time
to shift from making war to making peace and time to embrace the opportunities that international
cooperation offers. A New Foreign Policy explores both the danger of the “America first” mindset and
the possibilities for a new way forward, proposing timely and achievable plans to foster global
economic growth, reconfigure the United Nations for the twenty-first century, and build a multipolar
world that is prosperous, peaceful, fair, and resilient.

No Politics but Class
Politics
Jr., Adolph Reed,

9781912475575

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / History & Theory

March 2023

Eris

Denouncing racism and celebrating diversity have become central to progressive politics. For many on
the left, it seems, social justice would consist of an equitable distribution of wealth, power and esteem
among racial groups. But as Adolph Reed Jr. and Walter Benn Michaels argue in this incisive
collection of essays, the emphasis here is tragically misplaced. Not only can a fixation with racial
disparities distract from the pervasive influence of class, it can actually end up legitimising economic
inequality. As Reed and Michaels put it, “racism is real and anti-racism is both admirable and
necessary, but extant racism isn’t what principally produces our inequality and anti-racism won’t
eliminate it”.

No Politics but Class Politics gathers together Reed and Michaels’s recent essays on inequality, along
with a newly commissioned interview with the authors and an illuminating foreword by Daniel Zamora
and Anton Jäger. These writings eschew the sloppy thinking and moral posturing that too often
characterise discussions of race and class in favour of clear-eyed social, cultural and historical analysis.
Reed and Michaels make the case here for a genuinely radical politics: a politics which aspires not to
the establishment of a demographically representative social elite, but instead to economic justice for
everyone.

Nonstate Warfare
Stephen Biddle

9780691216669

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Security (National &

International)

July 2022

Princeton University Press

How nonstate military strategies overturn traditional perspectives on warfare
 

Since September 11th, 2001, armed nonstate actors have received increased attention and discussion
from scholars, policymakers, and the military. Underlying debates about nonstate warfare and how it
should be countered is one crucial assumption: that state and nonstate actors fight very differently. In
Nonstate Warfare, Stephen Biddle upturns this distinction, arguing that there is actually nothing
intrinsic separating state or nonstate military behavior. Through an in-depth look at nonstate military
conduct, Biddle shows that many nonstate armies now fight more "conventionally" than many state
armies, and that the internal politics of nonstate actors—their institutional maturity and wartime
stakes rather than their material weapons or equipment—determines tactics and strategies.

 
Biddle frames nonstate and state methods along a continuum, spanning Fabian-style irregular warfare
to Napoleonic-style warfare involving massed armies, and he presents a systematic theory to explain
any given nonstate actor’s position on this spectrum. Showing that most warfare for at least a century
has kept to the blended middle of the spectrum, Biddle argues that material and tribal culture
explanations for nonstate warfare methods do not adequately explain observed patterns of warmaking.
Investigating a range of historical examples from Lebanon and Iraq to Somalia, Croatia, and the
Vietcong, Biddle demonstrates that viewing state and nonstate warfighting as mutually exclusive can
lead to errors in policy and scholarship.

 
A comprehensive account of combat methods and military rationale, Nonstate Warfare offers a new
understanding for wartime military behavior.

Oil Leaders
Ibrahim AlMuhanna

9780231189743

£28.00

Hardcover

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

May 2022

Columbia University Press

Oil is an unusual commodity in that individual decisions can have an outsized effect on the market.
OPEC+’s choice to increase production, for instance, might send prices falling, affecting both oil
producers and consumers worldwide. What do the leading oil market players consider before making a
fateful move?

 
Oil Leaders offers an unprecedented glimpse into the strategic thinking of top figures in the energy
world from the 1980s through the recent past. Ibrahim AlMuhanna—a close adviser to four different
Saudi oil ministers during that period—examines the role of individual and collective decision making
in shaping market movements. He analyzes how powerful individuals made critical choices, tracking
how they responded to the flow of information on pivotal market and political events and predicted
reactions from allies and adversaries. AlMuhanna highlights how the media has played an increasingly
important role as a conduit of information among multiple players in the oil market. Energy leaders
have learned to manage the signals they send to the market and to other relevant players in order to
avoid sending oil prices into a spiral.

 
AlMuhanna draws on personal familiarity with many of these individual decision makers as well as his
participation in decades of closed-door sessions where crucial choices were made. Featuring revelatory
behind-the-scenes perspective on pivotal oil market events and dynamics, this book is a must-read for
practitioners and policy makers engaged with the global energy world.
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The Only Woman in the
Room
Pnina Lahav

9780691201740

£30.00

Hardcover

Biography & Autobiography / Presidents &

Heads Of State

September 2022

Princeton University Press

A feminist biography of the only woman to become prime minister of Israel
 

In this authoritative and empathetic biography, Pnina Lahav reexamines the life of Golda Meir (1898–
1978) through a feminist lens, focusing on her recurring role as a woman standing alone among men.
The Only Woman in the Room is the first book to contend with Meir’s full identity as a woman, Jew,
Zionist leader, and one of the founders of Israel, providing a richer portrait of her persona and legacy.

 
Meir, Lahav shows, deftly deflected misogyny as she traveled the path to becoming Israel’s fourth, and
only female, prime minister, from 1969 to 1974. Lahav revisits the youthful encounters that forged
Meir’s passion for socialist Zionism and reassesses her decision to separate from her husband and
leave her children in the care of others. Enduring humiliation and derision from her colleagues, Meir
nevertheless led in establishing Israel as a welfare state where social security, workers’ rights, and
maternity leave became law. Lahav looks at the challenges that beset Meir’s premiership, particularly
the disastrous Yom Kippur War, which led to her resignation and withdrawal from politics, as well as
Meir’s bitter duel with feminist and civil rights leader Shulamit Aloni, Meir’s complex relationship with
the Israeli and American feminist movements, and the politics that led her to distance herself from
feminism altogether.

 
Exploring the tensions between Meir’s personal and political identities, The Only Woman in the Room
provides a groundbreaking new account of Meir’s life while also illuminating the difficulties all women
face as they try to ascend in male-dominated fields.

Open Democracy
Hélène Landemore

9780691212395

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

March 2022

Princeton University Press

"Open Democracy envisions what true government by mass leadership could look
like."—Nathan Heller, New Yorker

 How a new model of democracy that opens up power to ordinary citizens could
strengthen inclusiveness, responsiveness, and accountability in modern societies

 
To the ancient Greeks, democracy meant gathering in public and debating laws set by a randomly
selected assembly of several hundred citizens. To the Icelandic Vikings, democracy meant meeting
every summer in a field to discuss issues until consensus was reached. Our contemporary
representative democracies are very different. Modern parliaments are gated and guarded, and it
seems as if only certain people—with the right suit, accent, wealth, and connections—are welcome.
Diagnosing what is wrong with representative government and aiming to recover some of the lost
openness of ancient democracies, Open Democracy presents a new paradigm of democracy in which
power is genuinely accessible to ordinary citizens.

 
Hélène Landemore favors the ideal of “representing and being represented in turn” over direct-
democracy approaches. Supporting a fresh nonelectoral understanding of democratic representation,
Landemore recommends centering political institutions around the “open mini-public”—a large, jury-
like body of randomly selected citizens gathered to define laws and policies for the polity, in
connection with the larger public. She also defends five institutional principles as the foundations of an
open democracy: participatory rights, deliberation, the majoritarian principle, democratic
representation, and transparency.

 
Open Democracy demonstrates that placing ordinary citizens, rather than elites, at the heart of
democratic power is not only the true meaning of a government of, by, and for the people, but also
feasible and, today more than ever, urgently needed.

The Open Society and Its
Enemies
Karl R. Popper

9780691210841

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

September 2020

Princeton University Press

A landmark defense of democracy that has been hailed as one of the most important
books of the twentieth century

 
One of the most important books of the twentieth century, The Open Society and Its Enemies is an
uncompromising defense of liberal democracy and a powerful attack on the intellectual origins of
totalitarianism. An immediate sensation when it was first published, Karl Popper’s monumental
achievement has attained legendary status on both the Left and Right. Tracing the roots of an
authoritarian tradition represented by Plato, Marx, and Hegel, Popper argues that the spirit of free,
critical inquiry that governs scientific investigation should also apply to politics. In a new foreword,
George Soros, who was a student of Popper, describes the “revelation” of first reading the book and
how it helped inspire his philanthropic Open Society Foundations.

Out of the Dark Night
Achille Mbembe

9780231160285

£25.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Colonialism & Post-

Colonialism

January 2021

Columbia University Press

Achille Mbembe is one of the world’s most profound critics of colonialism and its consequences, a
major figure in the emergence of a new wave of French critical theory. His writings examine the
complexities of decolonization for African subjectivities and the possibilities emerging in its wake. In
Out of the Dark Night, he offers a rich analysis of the paradoxes of the postcolonial moment that
points toward new liberatory models of community, humanity, and planetarity.

 
In a nuanced consideration of the African experience, Mbembe makes sweeping interventions into
debates about citizenship, identity, democracy, and modernity. He eruditely ranges across European
and African thought to provide a powerful assessment of common ways of writing and thinking about
the world. Mbembe criticizes the blinders of European intellectuals, analyzing France’s failure to heed
postcolonial critiques of ongoing exclusions masked by pretenses of universalism. He develops a new
reading of African modernity that further develops the notion of Afropolitanism, a novel way of being
in the world that has arisen in decolonized Africa in the midst of both destruction and the birth of new
societies. Out of the Dark Night reconstructs critical theory’s historical and philosophical framework
for understanding colonial and postcolonial events and expands our sense of the futures made possible
by decolonization.
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The Party and the People
Bruce J. Dickson

9780691216973

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Communism, Post-Communism & Socialism

May 2023

Princeton University Press

How the Chinese Communist Party maintains its power by both repressing and
responding to its people

 
Since 1949, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has maintained unrivaled control over the country,
persisting even in the face of economic calamity, widespread social upheaval, and violence against its
own people. Yet the party does not sustain dominance through repressive tactics alone—it pairs this
with surprising responsiveness to the public. The Party and the People explores how this paradox has
helped the CCP endure for decades, and how this balance has shifted increasingly toward repression
under the rule of President Xi Jinping.

 
Delving into the tenuous binary of repression and responsivity, Bruce Dickson illuminates numerous
questions surrounding the CCP’s rule: How does it choose leaders and create policies? When does it
allow protests? Will China become democratic? Dickson shows that the party’s dual approach lies at
the core of its practices—repression when dealing with existential, political threats or challenges to its
authority, and responsiveness when confronting localized economic or social unrest. The state answers
favorably to the demands of protesters on certain issues, such as local environmental hazards and
healthcare, but deals harshly with others, such as protests in Tibet, Xinjiang, or Hong Kong. With the
CCP’s greater reliance on suppression since Xi Jinping’s rise to power in 2012, Dickson considers the
ways that this tipping of the scales will influence China’s future.

 
Bringing together a vast body of sources, The Party and the People sheds new light on how the
relationship between the Chinese state and its citizens shapes governance.

Perception and
Misperception in
International Politics
Robert Jervis

9780691175850

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations

May 2017

Princeton University Press

Since its original publication in 1976, Perception and Misperception in International Politics has
become a landmark book in its field, hailed by the New York Times as "the seminal statement of
principles underlying political psychology." This new edition includes an extensive preface by the
author reflecting on the book's lasting impact and legacy, particularly in the application of cognitive
psychology to political decision making, and brings that analysis up to date by discussing the relevant
psychological research over the past forty years. Jervis describes the process of perception (for
example, how decision makers learn from history) and then explores common forms of misperception
(such as overestimating one's influence). He then tests his ideas through a number of important events
in international relations from nineteenth- and twentieth-century European history. Perception and
Misperception in International Politics is essential for understanding international relations today.

Philosophy, Politics, and
Economics
Gerald Gaus

9780691219790

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

November 2021

Princeton University Press

An updated and expanded edition of the classic introduction to PPE—philosophy,
politics, and economics—coauthored by one of the field’s pioneers

 
Philosophy, Politics, and Economics offers a complete introduction to the fundamental tools and
concepts of analysis that PPE students need to study social and political issues. This fully updated and
expanded edition examines the core methodologies of rational choice, strategic analysis, norms, and
collective choice that serve as the bedrocks of political philosophy and the social sciences. The textbook
is ideal for advanced undergraduates, graduate students, and nonspecialists looking to familiarize
themselves with PPE’s approaches.

 
Starting with individual choice, the book develops an account of rationality to introduce readers to
decision theory, utility theory, and concepts of welfare economics and consumer choice theory. It
moves to strategic choice in game theory to explore such issues as bargaining theory, repeated games,
and evolutionary game theory. The text also considers how social norms can be understood, observed,
and measured. Concluding chapters address collective choice, social choice theory and democracy, and
public choice theory’s connections to voters, representatives, and institutions.

 
Rigorous and comprehensive, Philosophy, Politics, and Economics continues to be an essential text for
this popular and burgeoning field.

 
The only book that covers the entirety of PPE methods
A rigorous, nontechnical introduction to decision theory, game theory, and positive
political theory
A philosophical introduction to rational choice theory in the social sciences

The Point of No Return
Thomas Byrne Edsall

9780691164892

£28.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Essays

April 2023

Princeton University Press

How Donald Trump laid waste to American politics, culture, and social order
 

After Donald Trump’s rise to power, after the 2020 presidential election, after January 6, is American
politics past the point of no return? New York Times columnist and political reporter Thomas Byrne
Edsall fears that the country may be headed over a cliff, arguing that the election of Donald Trump was
the most serious threat to the American political system since the Civil War. In this compelling and
illuminating book, Edsall documents how the Trump years ravaged the nation’s politics, culture, and
social order. He explains the demographic shifts that helped make Trump’s election possible, and
describes the racial and ethnic conflict, culture wars, rural/urban divide, diverging economies of red
and blue states, and the transformation of both the Republican and Democratic parties that have left
our politics in a state of permanent hostility.

 
The Point of No Return brings together a series of Edsall’s columns, bookended by a new introduction
and conclusion, which show how we got to this dangerous point. These dispatches from our new
political landscape chronicle the emergence of what Edsall calls “the not-so-silent white majority” and
show how Trump deployed fears about race and immigration to appeal to voters. Edsall examines
Trump’s construction of an alternate reality, discusses why we don’t always vote according to our own
self-interest, and explores the Democrats’ calibrated response. Considering the 2020 election and its
violent aftermath, Edsall looks at the Capitol insurrection and warns that American democracy is
under siege. The forces behind Trump’s election, and the “stop the steal” true believers, have pushed
the nation to the brink.
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Political Economy for
Public Policy
Ethan Bueno De Mesqui

9780691168746

£40.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Public Policy

September 2016

Princeton University Press

The ideal introductory textbook to the politics of the policymaking process
 

This textbook uses modern political economy to introduce students of political science, government,
economics, and public policy to the politics of the policymaking process. The book's distinct political
economy approach has two virtues. By developing general principles for thinking about policymaking,
it can be applied across a range of issue areas. It also unifies the policy curriculum, offering coherence
to standard methods for teaching economics and statistics, and drawing connections between fields.

 
The book begins by exploring the normative foundations of policymaking—political theory, social
choice theory, and the Paretian and utilitarian underpinnings of policy analysis. It then introduces
game theoretic models of social dilemmas—externalities, coordination problems, and commitment
problems—that create opportunities for policy to improve social welfare. Finally, it shows how the
political process creates technological and incentive constraints on government that shape policy
outcomes. Throughout, concepts and models are illustrated and reinforced with discussions of
empirical evidence and case studies.

 
This textbook is essential for all students of public policy and for anyone interested in the most current
methods influencing policymaking today.

Comprehensive approach to politics and policy suitable for advanced undergraduates and
graduate students
Models unify policy curriculum through methodological coherence
Exercises at the end of every chapter
Self-contained appendices cover necessary game theory
Extensive discussion of cases and applications

Political Ethics
Edward Hall

9780691241135

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

September 2022

Princeton University Press

A comprehensive introduction to contemporary political ethics
 

What is the relationship between politics and morality? May politicians bend moral constraints in the
name of political necessity? Is it always wrong for leaders to lie? How much political compromise is too
much (or too little)? In Political Ethics, some of the world’s leading thinkers in politics, philosophy,
and related fields offer a comprehensive and accessible introduction to key issues in this rapidly
growing area of political theory.

 
In a series of original essays, the contributors examine a range of urgent political problems: lies and
deception, compromise and refusal to compromise, the meaning and limits of political integrity,
representation and failures of representation, good and bad democratic leadership, the virtues and
excesses of partisanship, administrative ethics, political corruption, whistleblowing, legitimate and
illegitimate claims of political emergency, and lobbying. What emerges are realistic but demanding
ethical standards—and a clear-eyed understanding of the ethical challenges of political life in the
twenty-first century.

 
With contributions by Richard Bellamy, Alin Fumurescu, Edward Hall, Suzanne Dovi and Jesse
McCain, Eric Beerbohm, Russell Muirhead and Nancy Rosenblum, Joseph Heath, Elizabeth David-
Barrett and Mark Philp, Michele Bocchiola and Emanuela Ceva, Nomi Lazar, Phil Parvin, and Andrew
Sabl.

Political Liberalism
John Rawls

9780231130899

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

March 2005

Columbia University Press

This book continues and revises the ideas of justice as fairness that John Rawls presented in A Theory
of Justice but changes its philosophical interpretation in a fundamental way. That previous work
assumed what Rawls calls a "well-ordered society," one that is stable and relatively homogenous in its
basic moral beliefs and in which there is broad agreement about what constitutes the good life. Yet in
modern democratic society a plurality of incompatible and irreconcilable doctrines—religious,
philosophical, and moral—coexist within the framework of democratic institutions. Recognizing this as
a permanent condition of democracy, Rawls asks how a stable and just society of free and equal
citizens can live in concord when divided by reasonable but incompatible doctrines?

 
This edition includes the essay "The Idea of Public Reason Revisited," which outlines Rawls' plans to
revise Political Liberalism, which were cut short by his death.

 
"An extraordinary well-reasoned commentary on A Theory of Justice...a decisive turn towards political
philosophy."

 
—Times Literary Supplement

Politics and Expertise
Zeynep Pamuk

9780691218939

£30.00

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

December 2021

Princeton University Press

A new model for the relationship between science and democracy that spans
policymaking, the funding and conduct of research, and our approach to new
technologies

 
Our ability to act on some of the most pressing issues of our time, from pandemics and climate change
to artificial intelligence and nuclear weapons, depends on knowledge provided by scientists and other
experts. Meanwhile, contemporary political life is increasingly characterized by problematic responses
to expertise, with denials of science on the one hand and complaints about the ignorance of the
citizenry on the other.

 
Politics and Expertise offers a new model for the relationship between science and democracy, rooted
in the ways in which scientific knowledge and the political context of its use are imperfect. Zeynep
Pamuk starts from the fact that science is uncertain, incomplete, and contested, and shows how
scientists’ judgments about what is significant and useful shape the agenda and framing of political
decisions. The challenge, Pamuk argues, is to ensure that democracies can expose and contest the
assumptions and omissions of scientists, instead of choosing between wholesale acceptance or
rejection of expertise. To this end, she argues for institutions that support scientific dissent, proposes
an adversarial “science court” to facilitate the public scrutiny of science, reimagines structures for
funding scientific research, and provocatively suggests restricting research into dangerous new
technologies.

 
Through rigorous philosophical analysis and fascinating examples, Politics and Expertise moves the
conversation beyond the dichotomy between technocracy and populism and develops a better answer
for how to govern and use science democratically.
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Politics and Vision
Sheldon S. Wolin

9780691174051

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / History & Theory

September 2016

Princeton University Press

Politics and Vision is a landmark work by one of the great thinkers of the twentieth century. This is a
significantly expanded edition of one of the greatest works of modern political theory. Sheldon Wolin's
Politics and Vision inspired and instructed two generations of political theorists after its appearance in
1960. Substantially expanded for republication in 2004, it is both a sweeping survey of Western
political thought and a powerful account of contemporary predicaments of power and democracy. In
lucid and compelling prose, Sheldon Wolin offers original, subtle, and often surprising interpretations
of political theorists from Plato to Rawls. Situating them historically while sounding their depths, he
critically engages their diverse accounts of politics, theory, power, justice, citizenship, and institutions.
The new chapters, which show how thinkers have grappled with the immense possibilities and dangers
of modern power, are themselves a major theoretical statement. They culminate in Wolin’s remarkable
argument that the United States has invented a new political form, "inverted totalitarianism,“ in which
economic rather than political power is dangerously dominant. In this expanded edition, the book that
helped to define political theory in the late twentieth century should energize, enlighten, and provoke
generations of scholars to come.

 

Wolin originally wrote Politics and Vision to challenge the idea that political analysis should consist
simply of the neutral observation of objective reality. He argues that political thinkers must also rely
on creative vision. Wolin shows that great theorists have been driven to shape politics to some vision of
the Good that lies outside the existing political order. As he tells it, the history of theory is thus, in part,
the story of changing assumptions about the Good.

 

Acclaimed as a tour de force when it was first published, and a major scholarly event when the
expanded edition appeared, Politics and Vision will instruct, inspire, and provoke for generations to
come.

The Politics of Ritual
Molly Farneth

9780691198927

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Religion, Politics & State

March 2023

Princeton University Press

An illuminating look at the transformative role that rituals play in our political lives
 

The Politics of Ritual is a major new account of the political power of rituals. In this incisive and wide-
ranging book, Molly Farneth argues that rituals are social practices in which people create, maintain,
and transform themselves and their societies. Far from mere scripts or mechanical routines, rituals are
dynamic activities bound up in processes of continuity and change. Emphasizing the significance of
rituals in democratic engagement, Farneth shows how people adapt their rituals to redraw the
boundaries of their communities, reallocate goods and power within them, and cultivate the habits of
citizenship.

 
Transforming our understanding of rituals and their vital role in the political conflicts and social
movements of our time, The Politics of Ritual examines a broad range of rituals enacted to just and
democratic ends, including border Eucharists, candlelight vigils, and rituals of mourning. This timely
book makes a persuasive case for an innovative democratic ritual life that can enable people to create
and sustain communities that are more just, inclusive, and participatory than those in which they find
themselves.

Postcolonial Theory
Leela Gandhi

9780231178396

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Colonialism & Post-

Colonialism

January 2019

Columbia University Press

Published twenty years ago, Leela Gandhi’s Postcolonial Theory was a landmark description of the
field of postcolonial studies in theoretical terms that set its intellectual context alongside
poststructuralism, postmodernism, Marxism, and feminism. Gandhi examined the contributions of
major thinkers such as Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak, Homi Bhabha, and the subaltern historians. The
book pointed to postcolonialism’s relationship with earlier anticolonial thinkers such as Frantz Fanon,
Albert Memmi, Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, and M. K. Gandhi and explained pertinent concepts and schools of
thought—hybridity, Orientalism, humanism, Marxist dialectics, diaspora, nationalism, gendered
subalternity, globalization, and postcolonial feminism.

 
The revised edition of this classic work reaffirms its status as a useful starting point for readers new to
the field and as a provocative account that opens up possibilities for debate. It includes substantial
additions: A new preface and epilogue reposition postcolonial studies within evolving intellectual
contexts and take stock of important critical developments. Gandhi examines recent alliances with
critical race theory and Africanist postcolonialism, considers challenges from postsecular and
postcritical perspectives, and takes into account the ontological, environmental, affective, and ethical
turns in the changed landscape of critical theory. She describes what is enduring in postcolonial
thinking—as a critical perspective within the academy and as an attitude to the world that extends
beyond the discipline of postcolonial studies.

Power to the Public
Tara Dawson Mcguinness

9780691216645

£12.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Public Policy

April 2023

Princeton University Press

“Worth a read for anyone who cares about making change happen.”—Barack Obama
 

A powerful new blueprint for how governments and nonprofits can harness the power
of digital technology to help solve the most serious problems of the twenty-first century

 
As the speed and complexity of the world increases, governments and nonprofit organizations need
new ways to effectively tackle the critical challenges of our time—from pandemics and global warming
to social media warfare. In Power to the Public, Tara Dawson McGuinness and Hana Schank describe
a revolutionary new approach—public interest technology—that has the potential to transform the way
governments and nonprofits around the world solve problems. Through inspiring stories about
successful projects ranging from a texting service for teenagers in crisis to a streamlined foster care
system, the authors show how public interest technology can make the delivery of services to the public
more effective and efficient.

 
At its heart, public interest technology means putting users at the center of the policymaking process,
using data and metrics in a smart way, and running small experiments and pilot programs before
scaling up. And while this approach may well involve the innovative use of digital technology,
technology alone is no panacea—and some of the best solutions may even be decidedly low-tech.

 
Clear-eyed yet profoundly optimistic, Power to the Public presents a powerful blueprint for how
government and nonprofits can help solve society’s most serious problems.
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The Presidency of Donald
J. Trump
Julian E. Zelizer

9780691228945

£22.00

Trade Paperback

History / United States / 21St Century

April 2022

Princeton University Press

Leading historians provide perspective on Trump’s four turbulent years in the White
House

 
The Presidency of Donald J. Trump presents a first draft of history by offering needed perspective on
one of the nation’s most divisive presidencies. Acclaimed political historian Julian Zelizer brings
together many of today’s top scholars to provide balanced and strikingly original assessments of the
major issues that shaped the Trump presidency.

 
When Trump took office in 2017, he quickly carved out a loyal base within an increasingly radicalized
Republican Party, dominated the news cycle with an endless stream of controversies, and presided
over one of the most contentious one-term presidencies in American history. These essays cover the
crucial aspects of Trump’s time in office, including his administration’s close relationship with
conservative media, his war on feminism, the solidification of a conservative women’s movement, his
response to COVID-19, the border wall, growing tensions with China and NATO allies, white
nationalism in an era of Black Lives Matter, and how the high-tech sector flourished.

 
The Presidency of Donald J. Trump reveals how Trump was not the cause of the political divisions that
defined his term in office but rather was a product of long-term trends in Republican politics and
American polarization more broadly.

 
With contributions by Kathleen Belew, Angus Burgin, Geraldo Cadava, Merlin Chowkwanyun,
Bathsheba Demuth, Gregory Downs, Jeffrey Engel, Beverly Gage, Nicole Hemmer, Michael Kazin,
Daniel C. Kurtzer, James Mann, Mae Ngai, Margaret O’Mara, Jason Scott Smith, Keeanga-Yamahtta
Taylor, and Leandra Zarnow.

Prison Notebooks
Antonio Gramsci

9780231157551

£74.00

Multiple Copy Pack

Political Science / History & Theory

January 2011

Columbia University Press

Columbia University Press's multivolume Prison Notebooks is the only complete critical edition of
Antonio Gramsci's seminal writings in English. Based on the authoritative Italian edition of Gramsci's
work, Quaderni del Carcere, this comprehensive translation presents the intellectual as he ought to be
read and understood, with critical notes that clarify Gramsci's history, culture, and sources; an index of
names; and a contextualization of the thinker's ideas against his earlier writings and letters. This set
includes notebooks 1 through 8 with all attendant notes and materials and is an indispensible resource
for scholars in the humanities and social sciences.

Private Government
Elizabeth Anderson

9780691192246

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

April 2019

Princeton University Press

Why our workplaces are authoritarian private governments—and why we can’t see it
 

One in four American workers says their workplace is a “dictatorship.” Yet that number almost
certainly would be higher if we recognized employers for what they are—private governments with
sweeping authoritarian power over our lives. Many employers minutely regulate workers’ speech,
clothing, and manners on the job, and employers often extend their authority to the off-duty lives of
workers, who can be fired for their political speech, recreational activities, diet, and almost anything
else employers care to govern. In this compelling book, Elizabeth Anderson examines why, despite all
this, we continue to talk as if free markets make workers free, and she proposes a better way to think
about the workplace, opening up space for discovering how workers can enjoy real freedom.

The Privatized State
Chiara Cordelli

9780691205755

£35.00

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

November 2020

Princeton University Press

Why government outsourcing of public powers is making us less free
 

Many governmental functions today—from the management of prisons and welfare offices to warfare
and financial regulation—are outsourced to private entities. Education and health care are funded in
part through private philanthropy rather than taxation. Can a privatized government rule legitimately?
The Privatized State argues that it cannot.

 
In this boldly provocative book, Chiara Cordelli argues that privatization constitutes a regression to a
precivil condition—what philosophers centuries ago called "a state of nature." Developing a compelling
case for the democratic state and its administrative apparatus, she shows how privatization reproduces
the very same defects that Enlightenment thinkers attributed to the precivil condition, and which only
properly constituted political institutions can overcome—defects such as provisional justice, undue
dependence, and unfreedom. Cordelli advocates for constitutional limits on privatization and a more
democratic system of public administration, and lays out the central responsibilities of private actors
in contexts where governance is already extensively privatized. Charting a way forward, she presents a
new conceptual account of political representation and novel philosophical theories of democratic
authority and legitimate lawmaking.

 
The Privatized State shows how privatization undermines the very reason political institutions exist in
the first place, and advocates for a new way of administering public affairs that is more democratic and
just.
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Public Health Law
Lawrence O. Gostin

9780520282650

£55.00

Trade Paperback

Law / Health

February 2016

University of California Press

Lawrence O. Gostin’s seminal Public Health Law is widely acclaimed as the definitive statement on
public health law at the turn of the twenty-first century. In this bold third edition, Gostin is joined by
Lindsay F. Wiley to analyze major health threats of our time such as chronic diseases, emerging
infectious diseases, antimicrobial resistance, bioterrorism, natural disasters, opiod overdose, and gun
violence.  The authors draw on constitutional law, administrative law, local government law, and tort
law to develop their conception of law as a tool for protecting the public’s health. 

  
 The book creates an intellectual framework for modern public health law and supports that framework
with illustrations of the scientific, political, and ethical issues involved. In proposing innovative
solutions for the future of the public’s health, Gostin and Wiley’s essential study provides a blueprint
for public and political debates to come.

 
New issues covered in this edition:

 
• Corporate personhood rights raised in response to regulations of tobacco, food and beverages,
alcohol, firearms, prescription drugs, and marijuana.

 • Local government authority to protect the public’s health.
 • Deregulation and harm reduction as modes of public health law intervention.

 • Taxation, spending, and alteration of the socioeconomic environment as modes of public health law
intervention.

 • Access to health care as a strategy for protecting the public’s health.
 • Taxation, spending, licensing, zoning, and shared-use strategies for chronic disease prevention.

 • The public health law perspective on violence and injury prevention.
 • Health justice as a framework for reducing health disparities and protecting the public’s health.

Religion and Nothingness
Nishitani

9780520049468

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

October 1983

University of California Press

In Religion and Nothingness the leading representative of the Kyoto School of Philosophy lays the
foundation of thought for a world in the making, for a world united beyond the differences of East and
West. Keiji Nishitani notes the irreversible trend of Western civilization to nihilism, and singles out the
conquest of nihilism as the task for contemporary philosophy. Nihility, or relative nothingness, can
only be overcome by being radicalized to Emptiness, or absolute nothingness. Taking absolute
nothingness as the fundamental notion in rational explanations of the Eastern experience of human
life, Professor Nishitani examines the relevance of this notion for contemporary life, and in particular
for Western philosophical theories and religious believes. Everywhere his basic intention remains the
same: to direct our modern predicament to a resolution through this insight.

 
The challenge that the thought of Keiji Nishitani presents to the West, as a modern version of an
Eastern speculative tradition that is every bit as old and as variegated as our own, is one that brings
into unity the principle of reality and the principle of salvation. In the process, one traditional Western
idea after another comes under scrutiny: the dichotomy of faith and reason, of being and substance,
the personal and transcendent notions of God, the exaggerated role given to the knowing ego, and even
the Judeo-Christian view of history itself.

 
Religion and Nothingness represents the major work of one of Japan's most powerful and committed
philosophical minds.

Resolved
Ban Ki-moon

9780231198721

£22.00

Hardcover

Biography & Autobiography / Political

June 2021

Columbia University Press

Born just one year before the United Nations itself, Ban Ki-moon came of age with the world body. His
earliest memories are haunted by the sound of bombs dropping on his Korean village and the sight of
fires consuming what remained. The six-year-old boy fled with his family, trudging for miles in mud-
soaked shoes, suffering from incessant hunger, and wondering how they would survive—until the
United Nations rescued them. Young Ban Ki-moon grew up determined to repay this lifesaving
generosity.

 
Resolved is Ban Ki-moon’s personal account of his decade at the helm of the organization during a
period of historic turmoil and promise. Meeting challenges and resistance with a belief in the UN’s
mission of peace, development, and human rights, he steered the United Nations through a volatile
period that included the Arab Spring, nuclear pursuits in Iran and North Korea, the Ebola epidemic,
and brutal new conflicts in Central Africa. As secretary-general, Ban also forged global agreements to
fight extreme poverty and address the climate crisis.

 
Ban performed what has been called “the most impossible job on this earth” with a genuine belief in
collective action and global transformation. Freed from the diplomatic constraints of a lifetime of
public service, he offers a candid assessment of the people and events that shape our era and a bracing
analysis of what lies ahead.

Reunion
Elizabeth Barnert

9780520386150

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Human Rights

February 2023

University of California Press

This captivating ethnography reveals the immediate and persisting impact of forced
family separations and the eventual reunifications in communities affected by El
Salvador's civil war.

 
 In 2005, medical student Elizabeth Barnert traveled to El Salvador to build a DNA bank for reuniting
families forcibly separated during the Salvadoran Civil War. Based on fifteen years of interviews and
field notes, Reunion chronicles families' experiences with military attacks, child disappearances, family
separations, joyful reunions, and arduous processes of reintegration.

 
 Barnert worked alongside Jesuit priest and Pro-Búsqueda founder Father Jon Cortina, former
guerrilla fighters, and reformed gang members. Told through the voices of activists and survivors, the
book accompanies young adult children seeking biological kin, including a young woman returning to
El Salvador twenty years after her adoption abroad to meet her mother and brother. This
groundbreaking ethnography illuminates the cycles of poverty and violence driving immigration and
ongoing separations around the world. Reunion includes a foreword by renowned anthropologist
Philippe Bourgois and his firsthand account of fleeing a Salvadoran military "scorched-earth"
operation, with never-before-published photos and children's drawings from the war.

 
All book royalties of Reunion will be donated by the author to Pro-Búsqueda and related
causes.
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Revolution and
Dictatorship
Steven Levitsky

9780691169521

£35.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Political Ideologies / Fascism

& Totalitarianism

September 2022

Princeton University Press

Why the world’s most resilient dictatorships are products of violent revolution
 

Revolution and Dictatorship explores why dictatorships born of social revolution—such as those in
China, Cuba, Iran, the Soviet Union, and Vietnam—are extraordinarily durable, even in the face of
economic crisis, large-scale policy failure, mass discontent, and intense external pressure. Few other
modern autocracies have survived in the face of such extreme challenges. Drawing on comparative
historical analysis, Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way argue that radical efforts to transform the social
and geopolitical order trigger intense counterrevolutionary conflict, which initially threatens regime
survival, but ultimately fosters the unity and state-building that supports authoritarianism.

 
Although most revolutionary governments begin weak, they challenge powerful domestic and foreign
actors, often bringing about civil or external wars. These counterrevolutionary wars pose a threat that
can destroy new regimes, as in the cases of Afghanistan and Cambodia. Among regimes that survive,
however, prolonged conflicts give rise to a cohesive ruling elite and a powerful and loyal coercive
apparatus. This leads to the downfall of rival organizations and alternative centers of power, such as
armies, churches, monarchies, and landowners, and helps to inoculate revolutionary regimes against
elite defection, military coups, and mass protest—three principal sources of authoritarian breakdown.

 
Looking at a range of revolutionary and nonrevolutionary regimes from across the globe, Revolution
and Dictatorship shows why governments that emerge from violent conflict endure.

The Rise and Fall of
Imperial China
Yuhua Wang

9780691215167

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Asian

October 2022

Princeton University Press

How social networks shaped the imperial Chinese state
 

China was the world’s leading superpower for almost two millennia, falling behind only in the last two
centuries and now rising to dominance again. What factors led to imperial China’s decline? The Rise
and Fall of Imperial China offers a systematic look at the Chinese state from the seventh century
through to the twentieth. Focusing on how short-lived emperors often ruled a strong state while long-
lasting emperors governed a weak one, Yuhua Wang shows why lessons from China’s history can help
us better understand state building.

 
Wang argues that Chinese rulers faced a fundamental trade-off that he calls the sovereign’s dilemma: a
coherent elite that could collectively strengthen the state could also overthrow the ruler. This dilemma
emerged because strengthening state capacity and keeping rulers in power for longer required
different social networks in which central elites were embedded. Wang examines how these social
networks shaped the Chinese state, and vice versa, and he looks at how the ruler’s pursuit of power by
fragmenting the elites became the final culprit for China’s fall.

 
Drawing on more than a thousand years of Chinese history, The Rise and Fall of Imperial China
highlights the role of elite social relations in influencing the trajectories of state development.

Robespierre
Marcel Gauchet

9780691212944

£30.00

Hardcover

History / Europe / France

March 2022

Princeton University Press

How Robespierre’s career and legacy embody the dangerous contradictions of
democracy

 
Maximilien Robespierre (1758–1794) is arguably the most controversial and contradictory figure of the
French Revolution, inspiring passionate debate like no other protagonist of those dramatic and violent
events. The fervor of those who defend Robespierre the “Incorruptible,” who championed the rights of
the people, is met with revulsion by those who condemn him as the bloodthirsty tyrant who sent
people to the guillotine. Marcel Gauchet argues that he was both, embodying the glorious achievement
of liberty as well as the excesses that culminated in the Terror.

 
In much the same way that 1789 and 1793 symbolize the two opposing faces of the French Revolution,
Robespierre’s contradictions were the contradictions of the revolution itself. Robespierre was its purest
incarnation, neither the defender of liberty who fell victim to the corrupting influence of power nor the
tyrant who betrayed the principles of the revolution. Gauchet shows how Robespierre’s personal
transition from opposition to governance was itself an expression of the tragedy inherent in a
revolution whose own prophetic ideals were impossible to implement.

 
This panoramic book tells the story of how the man most associated with the founding of modern
French democracy was also the first tyrant of that democracy, and it offers vital lessons for all
democracies about the perpetual danger of tyranny.

The Roman Republic of
Letters
Katharina Volk

9780691193878

£30.00

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

November 2021

Princeton University Press

An intellectual history of the late Roman Republic—and the senators who fought both
scholarly debates and a civil war

 
In The Roman Republic of Letters, Katharina Volk explores a fascinating chapter of intellectual
history, focusing on the literary senators of the mid-first century BCE who came to blows over the
future of Rome even as they debated philosophy, history, political theory, linguistics, science, and
religion.

 
It was a period of intense cultural flourishing and extreme political unrest—and the agents of each
were very often the same people. Members of the senatorial class, including Cicero, Caesar, Brutus,
Cassius, Cato, Varro, and Nigidius Figulus, contributed greatly to the development of Roman
scholarship and engaged in a lively and often polemical exchange with one another. These men were
also crucially involved in the tumultuous events that brought about the collapse of the Republic, and
they ended up on opposite sides in the civil war between Caesar and Pompey in the early 40s. Volk
treats the intellectual and political activities of these “senator scholars” as two sides of the same coin,
exploring how scholarship and statesmanship mutually informed one another—and how the
acquisition, organization, and diffusion of knowledge was bound up with the question of what it meant
to be a Roman in a time of crisis.

 
By revealing how first-century Rome’s remarkable “republic of letters” was connected to the fight over
the actual res publica, Volk’s riveting account captures the complexity of this pivotal period.
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Scaling Migrant Worker
Rights
Xochitl Bada

9780520384453

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Law / Labor & Employment

January 2023

University of California Press

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California
Press's Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more.

 
As international migration continues to rise, sending states play an integral part in "managing" their
diasporas, in some cases even stepping in to protect their citizens' labor and human rights in receiving
states. At the same time, meso-level institutions—including labor unions, worker centers, legal aid
groups, and other immigrant advocates—are among the most visible actors holding governments of
immigrant destinations accountable at the local level. The potential for a functional immigrant worker
rights regime, therefore, advocates to imagine a portable, universal system of justice and human rights,
while simultaneously leaning on the bureaucratic minutiae of local enforcement. Taking Mexico and
the United States as entry points, Scaling Migrant Worker Rights analyzes how an array of
organizations put tactical pressure on government bureaucracies to holistically defend migrant rights.
The result is a nuanced, multilayered picture of the impediments to and potential realization of
migrant worker rights.

Security Politics in the Gulf
Monarchies
David B. Roberts

9780231205252

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

April 2023

Columbia University Press

The Gulf monarchies—Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, and the United Arab Emirates—
play crucial roles in world markets and politics. Their economies, which have traditionally been driven
by oil revenues, have simultaneously propelled transformative change and preserved the traditional
order. Fossil fuel wealth has underwritten an implicit social contract characterized by generous welfare
states, ruler-centric politics, and a heavy state presence in the economy, facilitating stability during
tumultuous times. However, as the transition toward renewable energy looms, will the Gulf
monarchies be able to adapt?

 
David B. Roberts offers a definitive guide to continuity and change in the Gulf region. He explores the
forces challenging and bolstering the status quo across the political, social, economic, military, and
environmental dimensions of security. Roberts examines the six monarchies individually and
holistically, considering their recent histories and contemporary concerns. Beneath wide-ranging
changes affecting these countries, he pinpoints key dynamics and structures that have persisted over
the long term. The book examines key topics such as generational change in leadership, migrant
workers, female labor force participation, U.S. military influence, and the multifaceted threat of
climate change. Roberts scrutinizes how a move away from the oil-centered economic model could
reverberate across the social spectrum, with profound implications for security. Suitable for a range of
courses and offering important new insights for experts, this book is an accessible and up-to-date
overview of the politics of a key world region.

Seeking the Bomb
Vipin Narang

9780691172620

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations

January 2022

Princeton University Press

The first systematic look at the different strategies that states employ in their pursuit of
nuclear weapons

 
Much of the work on nuclear proliferation has focused on why states pursue nuclear weapons. The
question of how states pursue nuclear weapons has received little attention. Seeking the Bomb is the
first book to analyze this topic by examining which strategies of nuclear proliferation are available to
aspirants, why aspirants select one strategy over another, and how this matters to international
politics.

 
Looking at a wide range of nations, from India and Japan to the Soviet Union and North Korea to Iraq
and Iran, Vipin Narang develops an original typology of proliferation strategies—hedging, sprinting,
sheltered pursuit, and hiding. Each strategy of proliferation provides different opportunities for the
development of nuclear weapons, while at the same time presenting distinct vulnerabilities that can be
exploited to prevent states from doing so. Narang delves into the crucial implications these strategies
have for nuclear proliferation and international security. Hiders, for example, are especially disruptive
since either they successfully attain nuclear weapons, irrevocably altering the global power structure,
or they are discovered, potentially triggering serious crises or war, as external powers try to halt or
reverse a previously clandestine nuclear weapons program.

 
As the international community confronts the next generation of potential nuclear proliferators,
Seeking the Bomb explores how global conflict and stability are shaped by the ruthlessly pragmatic
ways states choose strategies of proliferation.

Settling for Less
Lachlan McNamee

9780691237817

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Colonialism & Post-

Colonialism

January 2023

Princeton University Press

Why countries colonize the lands of indigenous people
 

Over the past few centuries, vast areas of the world have been violently colonized by settlers. But why
did states like Australia and the United States stop settling frontier lands during the twentieth century?
At the same time, why did states loudly committed to decolonization like Indonesia and China start
settling the lands of such minorities as the West Papuans and Uyghurs? Settling for Less traces this
bewildering historical reversal, explaining when and why indigenous peoples suffer displacement at
the hands of settlers.

 
Lachlan McNamee challenges the notion that settler colonialism can be explained by economics or
racial ideologies. He tells a more complex story about state building and the conflicts of interest
between indigenous peoples, states, and settlers. Drawing from a rich array of historical evidence,
McNamee shows that states generally colonize frontier areas in response to security concerns. Elite
schemes to populate contested frontiers with loyal settlers, however, often fail. As societies grow
wealthier and cities increasingly become magnets for migration, states ultimately lose the power to
settle frontier lands.

Settling for Less uncovers the internal dynamics of settler colonialism and the diminishing power of
colonizers in a rapidly urbanizing world. Contrasting successful and failed colonization projects in
Australia, Indonesia, China, and beyond, this book demonstrates that economic development—by
thwarting colonization—has proven a powerful force for indigenous self-determination.
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£30.00

Trade Paperback

Law / Labor & Employment

January 2023

University of California Press

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California
Press's Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more.

 
As international migration continues to rise, sending states play an integral part in "managing" their
diasporas, in some cases even stepping in to protect their citizens' labor and human rights in receiving
states. At the same time, meso-level institutions—including labor unions, worker centers, legal aid
groups, and other immigrant advocates—are among the most visible actors holding governments of
immigrant destinations accountable at the local level. The potential for a functional immigrant worker
rights regime, therefore, advocates to imagine a portable, universal system of justice and human rights,
while simultaneously leaning on the bureaucratic minutiae of local enforcement. Taking Mexico and
the United States as entry points, Scaling Migrant Worker Rights analyzes how an array of
organizations put tactical pressure on government bureaucracies to holistically defend migrant rights.
The result is a nuanced, multilayered picture of the impediments to and potential realization of
migrant worker rights.

Security Politics in the Gulf
Monarchies
David B. Roberts

9780231205252

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

April 2023

Columbia University Press

The Gulf monarchies—Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, and the United Arab Emirates—
play crucial roles in world markets and politics. Their economies, which have traditionally been driven
by oil revenues, have simultaneously propelled transformative change and preserved the traditional
order. Fossil fuel wealth has underwritten an implicit social contract characterized by generous welfare
states, ruler-centric politics, and a heavy state presence in the economy, facilitating stability during
tumultuous times. However, as the transition toward renewable energy looms, will the Gulf
monarchies be able to adapt?

 
David B. Roberts offers a definitive guide to continuity and change in the Gulf region. He explores the
forces challenging and bolstering the status quo across the political, social, economic, military, and
environmental dimensions of security. Roberts examines the six monarchies individually and
holistically, considering their recent histories and contemporary concerns. Beneath wide-ranging
changes affecting these countries, he pinpoints key dynamics and structures that have persisted over
the long term. The book examines key topics such as generational change in leadership, migrant
workers, female labor force participation, U.S. military influence, and the multifaceted threat of
climate change. Roberts scrutinizes how a move away from the oil-centered economic model could
reverberate across the social spectrum, with profound implications for security. Suitable for a range of
courses and offering important new insights for experts, this book is an accessible and up-to-date
overview of the politics of a key world region.

Seeking the Bomb
Vipin Narang

9780691172620

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations

January 2022

Princeton University Press

The first systematic look at the different strategies that states employ in their pursuit of
nuclear weapons

 
Much of the work on nuclear proliferation has focused on why states pursue nuclear weapons. The
question of how states pursue nuclear weapons has received little attention. Seeking the Bomb is the
first book to analyze this topic by examining which strategies of nuclear proliferation are available to
aspirants, why aspirants select one strategy over another, and how this matters to international
politics.

 
Looking at a wide range of nations, from India and Japan to the Soviet Union and North Korea to Iraq
and Iran, Vipin Narang develops an original typology of proliferation strategies—hedging, sprinting,
sheltered pursuit, and hiding. Each strategy of proliferation provides different opportunities for the
development of nuclear weapons, while at the same time presenting distinct vulnerabilities that can be
exploited to prevent states from doing so. Narang delves into the crucial implications these strategies
have for nuclear proliferation and international security. Hiders, for example, are especially disruptive
since either they successfully attain nuclear weapons, irrevocably altering the global power structure,
or they are discovered, potentially triggering serious crises or war, as external powers try to halt or
reverse a previously clandestine nuclear weapons program.

 
As the international community confronts the next generation of potential nuclear proliferators,
Seeking the Bomb explores how global conflict and stability are shaped by the ruthlessly pragmatic
ways states choose strategies of proliferation.

Settling for Less
Lachlan McNamee

9780691237817

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Colonialism & Post-

Colonialism

January 2023

Princeton University Press

Why countries colonize the lands of indigenous people
 

Over the past few centuries, vast areas of the world have been violently colonized by settlers. But why
did states like Australia and the United States stop settling frontier lands during the twentieth century?
At the same time, why did states loudly committed to decolonization like Indonesia and China start
settling the lands of such minorities as the West Papuans and Uyghurs? Settling for Less traces this
bewildering historical reversal, explaining when and why indigenous peoples suffer displacement at
the hands of settlers.

 
Lachlan McNamee challenges the notion that settler colonialism can be explained by economics or
racial ideologies. He tells a more complex story about state building and the conflicts of interest
between indigenous peoples, states, and settlers. Drawing from a rich array of historical evidence,
McNamee shows that states generally colonize frontier areas in response to security concerns. Elite
schemes to populate contested frontiers with loyal settlers, however, often fail. As societies grow
wealthier and cities increasingly become magnets for migration, states ultimately lose the power to
settle frontier lands.

Settling for Less uncovers the internal dynamics of settler colonialism and the diminishing power of
colonizers in a rapidly urbanizing world. Contrasting successful and failed colonization projects in
Australia, Indonesia, China, and beyond, this book demonstrates that economic development—by
thwarting colonization—has proven a powerful force for indigenous self-determination.
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Sex and World Peace
Valerie Hudson

9780231204750

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Freedom

May 2023

Columbia University Press

Sex and World Peace is a groundbreaking demonstration that the security of women is a vital factor in
the occurrence of conflict and war, unsettling a wide range of assumptions in political and security
discourse. Harnessing an immense amount of data, it relates microlevel violence against women and
macrolevel state peacefulness across global settings.

 
The authors find that the treatment of women informs human interaction at all levels of society. They
call attention to the adverse effects on state security of sex-based inequities such as sex ratios favoring
males, the practice of polygamy, and lax enforcement of national laws protecting women. Their
research challenges conventional definitions of security and democracy and common understandings
of the causes of world events. The book considers a range of ways to remedy these injustices, including
top-down and bottom-up approaches to redressing violence against women and the lack of sex parity
in decision-making. Advocating a state responsibility to protect women, the authors campaign against
women’s systemic insecurity, which threatens the security of all.

 
Sex and World Peace has been a go-to book for instructors, advocates, and policy makers since its
publication in 2012. Since then, there have been major changes in world affairs, including the #MeToo
movement, as well as advances in both theoretical and empirical literature surrounding the subject.
This second edition, which adds coauthors Rose McDermott and Donna Lee Bowen alongside Valerie
M. Hudson and Mary Caprioli, revises and updates the book for a new generation. The book retains its
foundational overview of the relationship between women’s oppression and war, enhanced by fresh
data and new material covering recent developments for global women’s rights and analysis of
additional examples of gender and conflict throughout the world.

Sister Death
Beatrice Marovich

9780231208376

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Religion, Politics & State

February 2023

Columbia University Press

Life and death are commonly seen as representing the starkest of binaries: Death is the ultimate
adversary of all that lives. Beatrice Marovich argues that such understandings of mortality have been
deeply influenced by a strain of Christian political theology that has left its mark on both religious and
secular narratives. Adapting the figure of “Sister Death” from Saint Francis of Assisi, she calls for
recognizing that life and death are family.

 
Drawing on a wide range of sources—from Toni Morrison to Jacques Derrida, psychoanalysis to
grassroots “death positive” movements—Marovich critiques a racialized political theology that pits life
and death against each other in a state of endless war. In a time of extinctions, it is necessary to disrupt
this dominant story in order to apprehend death as a collective, multispecies event. Sister Death
proposes an alternative view in which life and death are not mortal enemies destined for mutual
destruction. Instead, they are engaged in a contested, tense, and sometimes mutually empowering
form of connection—a sisterhood.

 
Eloquent and approachable, this book deftly integrates the insights of a number of disciplines to
provide a profound reconsideration of the relations between life and death. Sister Death also features a
series of original works by the artist Krista Dragomer that stage an ongoing conceptual conversation
with the text.

Society Against the State
Pierre Clastres

9780942299014

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

October 1990

Zone Books

In this seminal, founding work of political anthropology, Pierre Clastres takes on some of the most
abiding and essential questions of human civilization: What is power? What is society? How, among all
the possible modes of political organization, did we come to choose the monolithic State model and its
accompanying regimes of coercion? As Clastres shows, other and different regimes do indeed exist,
and they existed long before ours — regimes in which power, though it manifests itself everywhere, is
nonetheless noncoercive.

In such societies, political culture, and cultural practices generally, are not only not submissive to the
State model, but they actively avert it, rendering impossible the very conditions in which coercive
power and the State could arise. How then could our own “societies of the State” ever have arisen from
these rich and complex stateless societies, and why?

 
Clastres brilliantly and imaginatively addresses these questions, meditating on the peculiar shape and
dynamics of so-called “primitive societies,” and especially on the discourses with which “civilized” (i.e.,
political, economic, literate) peoples have not ceased to reduce and contain them. He refutes outright
the idea that the State is the ultimate and logical density of all societies. On the contrary, Clastres
develops a whole alternate and always affirmative political technology based on values such as leisure,
prestige, and generosity.

 
Through individual essays he explores and deftly situates the anarchistic political and social roles of
storytelling, homosexuality, jokes, ruinous gift-giving, and the torturous ritual marking of the body,
placing them within an economy of power and desire very different from our own, one whose most
fundamental goal is to celebrate life while rendering the rise of despotic power impossible. Though
power itself is shown to be inseparable from the richest and most complex forms of social life, the State
is seen as a specific but grotesque aberration peculiar only to certain societies, not least of which is our
own.

 

The Society of the Spectacle
Guy Debord

9780942299793

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / History & Theory

January 1995

Zone Books

Few works of political and cultural theory have been as enduringly provocative as Guy Debord’s
Society of the Spectacle. From its publication amid the social upheavals of the 1960s to the present, the
volatile theses of this book have decisively transformed debates on the shape of modernity, capitalism,
and everyday life in the late twentieth century. Now finally available in a superb English translation
approved by the author, Debord’s text remains as crucial as ever for understanding the contemporary
effects of power, which are increasingly inseparable from the new virtual worlds of our rapidly
changing image / information culture.

 
“In all that has happened in the last twenty years, the most important change lies in the very continuity
of the spectacle. Quite simply, the spectacle’s domination has succeeded in raising a whole generation
moulded to its laws. The extraordinary new conditions in which this entire generation has lived
constitute a comprehensive summary of all that, henceforth, the spectacle will forbid; and also all that
it will permit.”— Guy Debord (1988)
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Spies, Lies, and Algorithms
Amy B. Zegart

9780691223070

£17.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Security (National &

International)

February 2023

Princeton University Press

A riveting account of espionage for the digital age, from one of America’s leading
intelligence experts

 
Spying has never been more ubiquitous—or less understood. The world is drowning in spy movies, TV
shows, and novels, but universities offer more courses on rock and roll than on the CIA and there are
more congressional experts on powdered milk than espionage. This crisis in intelligence education is
distorting public opinion, fueling conspiracy theories, and hurting intelligence policy. In Spies, Lies,
and Algorithms, Amy Zegart separates fact from fiction as she offers an engaging and enlightening
account of the past, present, and future of American espionage as it faces a revolution driven by digital
technology.

 
Drawing on decades of research and hundreds of interviews with intelligence officials, Zegart provides
a history of U.S. espionage, from George Washington’s Revolutionary War spies to today’s spy
satellites; examines how fictional spies are influencing real officials; gives an overview of intelligence
basics and life inside America’s intelligence agencies; explains the deadly cognitive biases that can
mislead analysts; and explores the vexed issues of traitors, covert action, and congressional oversight.
Most of all, Zegart describes how technology is empowering new enemies and opportunities, and
creating powerful new players, such as private citizens who are successfully tracking nuclear threats
using little more than Google Earth. And she shows why cyberspace is, in many ways, the ultimate
cloak-and-dagger battleground, where nefarious actors employ deception, subterfuge, and advanced
technology for theft, espionage, and information warfare.

 
A fascinating and revealing account of espionage for the digital age, Spies, Lies, and Algorithms is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the reality of spying today.

Spin Dictators
Daniel Treisman

9780691224473

£14.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Ideologies / Fascism

& Totalitarianism

April 2023

Princeton University Press

How a new breed of dictators holds power by manipulating information and faking
democracy

 
Hitler, Stalin, and Mao ruled through violence, fear, and ideology. But in recent decades a new breed of
media-savvy strongmen has been redesigning authoritarian rule for a more sophisticated, globally
connected world. In place of overt, mass repression, rulers such as Vladimir Putin, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, and Viktor Orbán control their citizens by distorting information and simulating democratic
procedures. Like spin doctors in democracies, they spin the news to engineer support. Uncovering this
new brand of authoritarianism, Sergei Guriev and Daniel Treisman explain the rise of such “spin
dictators,” describing how they emerge and operate, the new threats they pose, and how democracies
should respond.

 
Spin Dictators traces how leaders such as Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew and Peru’s Alberto Fujimori
pioneered less violent, more covert, and more effective methods of monopolizing power. They
cultivated an image of competence, concealed censorship, and used democratic institutions to
undermine democracy, all while increasing international engagement for financial and reputational
benefits. The book reveals why most of today’s authoritarians are spin dictators—and how they differ
from the remaining “fear dictators” such as Kim Jong-un and Bashar al-Assad, as well as from masters
of high-tech repression like Xi Jinping.

 
Offering incisive portraits of today’s authoritarian leaders, Spin Dictators explains some of the great
political puzzles of our time—from how dictators can survive in an age of growing modernity to the
disturbing convergence and mutual sympathy between dictators and populists like Donald Trump.

Stalin
Ronald Grigor Suny

9780691202716

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Biography & Autobiography / Political

March 2022

Princeton University Press

A spellbinding new biography of Stalin in his formative years
 

This is the definitive biography of Joseph Stalin from his birth to the October Revolution of 1917, a
panoramic and often chilling account of how an impoverished, idealistic youth from the provinces of
tsarist Russia was transformed into a cunning and fearsome outlaw who would one day become one of
the twentieth century's most ruthless dictators.

 
In this monumental book, Ronald Grigor Suny sheds light on the least understood years of Stalin's
career, bringing to life the turbulent world in which he lived and the extraordinary historical events
that shaped him. Suny draws on a wealth of new archival evidence from Stalin's early years in the
Caucasus to chart the psychological metamorphosis of the young Stalin, taking readers from his
boyhood as a Georgian nationalist and romantic poet, through his harsh years of schooling, to his
commitment to violent engagement in the underground movement to topple the tsarist autocracy.
Stalin emerges as an ambitious climber within the Bolshevik ranks, a resourceful leader of a small
terrorist band, and a writer and thinker who was deeply engaged with some of the most incendiary
debates of his time.

 
A landmark achievement, Stalin paints an unforgettable portrait of a driven young man who
abandoned his religious faith to become a skilled political operative and a single-minded and ruthless
rebel.

The State
Philip Pettit

9780691182209

£35.00

Hardcover

Political Science / History & Theory

March 2023

Princeton University Press

Why the state is the elephant in the room of political theory, too long ignored, and how
to put this right

 
The future of our species depends on the state. Can states resist corporate capture, religious zealotry,
and nationalist mania? Can they find a way to work together so that the earth heals and its peoples
prosper? Or is the state just not up to the task? In this book, the prominent political philosopher Philip
Pettit examines the nature of the state and its capacity to serve goals like peace and justice within and
beyond its borders. In doing so, he breaks new ground by making the state the focus of political theory
—with implications for economic, legal, and social theory—and presents a persuasive, historically
informed image of an institution that lies at the center of our lives.

 
Offering an account that is more realist than utopian, Pettit starts from the function the polity is meant
to serve, looks at how it can best discharge that function, and explores its ability to engage beneficially
in the life of its citizens. This enables him to identify an ideal of statehood that is a precondition of
justice. Only if states approximate this functional ideal will they be able to deal with the perennial
problems of extreme poverty and bitter discord as well as the challenges that loom over the coming
centuries, including climate change, population growth, and nuclear arms.
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Subaltern Social Groups
Antonio Gramsci

9780231190398

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Colonialism & Post-

Colonialism

August 2021

Columbia University Press

Antonio Gramsci is widely celebrated as the most original political thinker in Western Marxism.
Among the most central aspects of his enduring intellectual legacy is the concept of subalternity.
Developed in the work of scholars such as Gayatri Spivak and Ranajit Guha, subalternity has been
extraordinarily influential across fields of inquiry stretching from cultural studies, literary theory, and
postcolonial criticism to anthropology, sociology, criminology, and disability studies. Almost every
author whose work touches upon subalterns alludes to Gramsci’s formulation of the concept. Yet
Gramsci’s original writings on the topic have not yet appeared in full in English.

 
Among his prison notebooks, Gramsci devoted a single notebook to the theme of subaltern social
groups. Notebook 25, which he entitled “On the Margins of History (History of Subaltern Social
Groups),” contains a series of observations on subaltern groups from ancient Rome and medieval
communes to the period after the Italian Risorgimento, in addition to discussions of the state,
intellectuals, the methodological criteria of historical analysis, and reflections on utopias and
philosophical novels. This volume presents the first complete translation of Gramsci’s notes on the
topic. In addition to a comprehensive translation of Notebook 25 along with Gramsci’s first draft and
related notes on subaltern groups, it includes a critical apparatus that clarifies Gramsci’s history,
culture, and sources and contextualizes these ideas against his earlier writings and letters. Subaltern
Social Groups is an indispensable account of the development of one of the crucial concepts in
twentieth-century thought.

Subtle Tools
Karen J. Greenberg

9780691216577

£15.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Security (National &

International)

February 2023

Princeton University Press

How policies forged after September 11 were weaponized under Trump and turned on
American democracy itself

 
In the wake of the September 11 terror attacks, the American government implemented a wave of overt
policies to fight the nation’s enemies. Unseen and undetected by the public, however, another set of
tools was brought to bear on the domestic front. In this riveting book, one of today’s leading experts on
the US security state shows how these “subtle tools” imperiled the very foundations of democracy,
from the separation of powers and transparency in government to adherence to the Constitution.

 
Taking readers from Ground Zero to the Capitol insurrection, Karen Greenberg describes the subtle
tools that were forged under George W. Bush in the name of security: imprecise language, bureaucratic
confusion, secrecy, and the bypassing of procedural and legal norms. While the power and legacy of
these tools lasted into the Obama years, reliance on them increased exponentially in the Trump era,
both in the fight against terrorism abroad and in battles closer to home. Greenberg discusses how the
Trump administration weaponized these tools to separate families at the border, suppress Black Lives
Matter protests, and attempt to overturn the 2020 presidential election.

 
Revealing the deeper consequences of the war on terror, Subtle Tools paints a troubling portrait of an
increasingly undemocratic America where disinformation, xenophobia, and disdain for the law became
the new norm, and where the subtle tools of national security threatened democracy itself.

Syrian Requiem
Itamar Rabinovich

9780691242071

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Middle Eastern

December 2022

Princeton University Press

A compact, incisive history of a war that was an ominous prelude to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine

 
Leaving almost half a million dead and displacing an estimated twelve million people, the Syrian Civil
War is a humanitarian catastrophe of unimaginable scale. Syrian Requiem analyzes the causes and
course of this bitter conflict—from its first spark in a peaceful Arab Spring protest to the tenuous
victory of the Asad dictatorship—and traces how the fighting has reduced Syria to a crisis-ridden vassal
state with little prospect of political reform, national reconciliation, or economic reconstruction.

 
Israel’s chief negotiator with Syria during the mid-1990s, Itamar Rabinovich brings unmatched
expertise and insight to the politics of the Middle East. Drawing on more than two hundred specially
conducted interviews with key players, Rabinovich and Carmit Valensi assess the roles of local,
regional, and global interests in the war. Local sectarian divisions established the fault lines of the
initial conflict, ultimately leading to the rise of the brutal Islamic State. However, Syria rapidly became
the stage for proxy warfare between contending regional powers, including Israel, Turkey, and Iran. At
the same time, while a war-weary United States attempted to reduce its military involvement in the
Middle East, a resurgent Russia regained regional influence by supporting Syrian government forces.
Telling the story of the war and its aftermath, Rabinovich and Valensi also examine the considerable
potential for renewed conflict and the difficult policy choices facing the United States, Russia, and
other powers.

 
A compact and incisive history of one of the defining wars of our times, Syrian Requiem is a vivid and
timely account of a conflict that continues to reverberate today.

The Terrorism Trap
Harrison Akins

9780231209878

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Terrorism

June 2023

Columbia University Press

After two decades and trillions of dollars, the United States’ fight against terrorism has achieved mixed
results. Despite the vast resources and attention expended since 9/11, terrorism has increased in many
societies that have been caught up in the war on terror. Why have U.S. policies been unable to stem the
tide of violence?

 
Harrison Akins reveals how the war on terror has led to the unintended consequence of increasing
domestic terrorism in U.S. partner states. He examines the results of U.S.-backed counterterrorism
operations that targeted al Qaeda in peripheral regions of partner states, over which their central
governments held little control. These operations often provoked a violent backlash from local terrorist
groups, leading to a spike in retaliatory attacks against partner states. Senior U.S. officials frequently
failed to grasp the implications of the historical conflict between central governments and the targeted
peripheries. Instead, they exerted greater pressure on partner states to expand their counterterrorism
efforts. This exacerbated the underlying conditions that drove the escalating attacks, trapping these
governments in a deadly cycle of tit-for-tat violence with local terrorist groups. This process, Akins
demonstrates, accounts for the lion’s share of the al Qaeda network’s global terrorist activity since
2001.

 
Drawing on extensive primary sources—including newly declassified documents, dozens of in-depth
interviews with leading government officials in the United States and abroad, and statistical analysis—
The Terrorism Trap is a groundbreaking analysis of why counterterrorism has backfired.
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Theories of International
Politics and Zombies
Daniel W. Drezner

9780691223513

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / International Relations

July 2022

Princeton University Press

How international relations theory can be applied to a zombie invasion
 

What would happen to international politics if the dead rose from the grave and started to eat the
living? Daniel Drezner’s groundbreaking book answers the question that other international relations
scholars have been too scared to ask. Addressing timely issues with analytical bite, Drezner looks at
how well-known theories from international relations might be applied to a war with zombies.
Exploring the plots of popular zombie films, songs, and books, Theories of International Politics and
Zombies predicts realistic scenarios for the political stage in the face of a zombie threat and considers
how valid—or how rotten—such scenarios might be.

 
With worldwide calamity feeling ever closer, this new apocalyptic edition includes updates throughout
as well as a new chapter on postcolonial perspectives.

Theory and Credibility
Scott Ashworth

9780691213828

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science

July 2021

Princeton University Press

A clear and comprehensive framework for bridging the widening gap between theorists
and empiricists in social science

 
The credibility revolution, with its emphasis on empirical methods for causal inference, has led to
concerns among scholars that the canonical questions about politics and society are being neglected
because they are no longer deemed answerable. Theory and Credibility stakes out an opposing view—
presenting a new vision of how, working together, the credibility revolution and formal theory can
advance social scientific inquiry.

 
This authoritative book covers the conceptual foundations and practicalities of both model building
and research design, providing a new framework to link theory and empirics. Drawing on diverse
examples from political science, it presents a typology of the rich set of interactions that are possible
between theory and empirics. This typology opens up new ways for scholars to make progress on
substantive questions, and enables researchers from disparate traditions to gain a deeper appreciation
for each other's work and why it matters.

 
Theory and Credibility shows theorists how to create models that are genuinely useful to empirical
inquiry, and helps empiricists better understand how to structure their research in ways that speak to
theoretically meaningful questions.

Two Cheers for Anarchism
James C. Scott

9780691161037

£14.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Ideologies /

Anarchism

March 2014

Princeton University Press

A spirited defense of the anarchist approach to life
 

James Scott taught us what's wrong with seeing like a state. Now, in his most accessible and personal
book to date, the acclaimed social scientist makes the case for seeing like an anarchist. Inspired by the
core anarchist faith in the possibilities of voluntary cooperation without hierarchy, Two Cheers for
Anarchism is an engaging, high-spirited, and often very funny defense of an anarchist way of seeing—
one that provides a unique and powerful perspective on everything from everyday social and political
interactions to mass protests and revolutions. Through a wide-ranging series of memorable anecdotes
and examples, the book describes an anarchist sensibility that celebrates the local knowledge, common
sense, and creativity of ordinary people. The result is a kind of handbook on constructive anarchism
that challenges us to radically reconsider the value of hierarchy in public and private life, from schools
and workplaces to retirement homes and government itself.

 
Beginning with what Scott calls "the law of anarchist calisthenics," an argument for law-breaking
inspired by an East German pedestrian crossing, each chapter opens with a story that captures an
essential anarchist truth. In the course of telling these stories, Scott touches on a wide variety of
subjects: public disorder and riots, desertion, poaching, vernacular knowledge, assembly-line
production, globalization, the petty bourgeoisie, school testing, playgrounds, and the practice of
historical explanation.

 
Far from a dogmatic manifesto, Two Cheers for Anarchism celebrates the anarchist confidence in the
inventiveness and judgment of people who are free to exercise their creative and moral capacities.

Unconditional Equals
Anne Phillips

9780691226163

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

May 2023

Princeton University Press

Why equality cannot be conditional on a shared human “nature” but has to be for all
 

For centuries, ringing declarations about all men being created equal appealed to a shared human
nature as the reason to consider ourselves equals. But appeals to natural equality invited gradations of
natural difference, and the ambiguity at the heart of “nature” enabled generations to write of people as
equal by nature while barely noticing the exclusion of those marked as inferior by their gender, race, or
class. Despite what we commonly tell ourselves, these exclusions and gradations continue today. In
Unconditional Equals, political philosopher Anne Phillips challenges attempts to justify equality by
reference to a shared human nature, arguing that justification turns into conditions and ends up as
exclusion. Rejecting the logic of justification, she calls instead for a genuinely unconditional equality.

Drawing on political, feminist, and postcolonial theory, Unconditional Equals argues that we should
understand equality not as something grounded in shared characteristics but as something people
enact when they refuse to be considered inferiors. At a time when the supposedly shared belief in
human equality is so patently not shared, the book makes a powerful case for seeing equality as a
commitment we make to ourselves and others, and a claim we make on others when they deny us our
status as equals.
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Undoing the Demos
Wendy Brown

9781935408543

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Political Economy

November 2017

Zone Books

Neoliberal rationality — ubiquitous today in statecraft and the workplace, in jurisprudence, education,
and culture — remakes everything and everyone in the image of homo oeconomicus. What happens
when this rationality transposes the constituent elements of democracy into an economic register? In
vivid detail, Wendy Brown explains how democracy itself is imperiled.

 
The demos disintegrates into bits of human capital; concerns with justice cede to the mandates of
growth rates, credit ratings, and investment climates; liberty submits to the imperative of human
capital appreciation; equality dissolves into market competition; and popular sovereignty grows
incoherent. Liberal democratic practices may not survive these transformations. Radical democratic
dreams may not either.

 
In an original and compelling theoretical argument, Brown explains how and why neoliberal reason
undoes the political form and political imaginary it falsely promises to secure and reinvigorate.
Through meticulous analyses of neoliberalized law, political practices, governance, and education, she
charts the new common sense.

 
Undoing the Demos makes clear that, far from being the lodestar of the twenty-first century, a future
for democracy depends upon it becoming an object of struggle and rethinking.

Universal Food Security
Glenn Denning

9780231197618

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / Public Policy / Agriculture &

Food Policy

January 2023

Columbia University Press

What would it take to achieve a genuinely food-secure world—one without hunger or malnutrition,
where everyone gets to consume the right quantity and quality of food to live a healthy, active, and
productive life? Bringing about such a future requires transforming how our food is grown, managed,
and distributed. From production to consumption, food systems must be sustainable, halting
environmental degradation and even repairing the damage we have previously done.

 
This book provides an accessible guide to making healthy diets from sustainable food systems available
to all. Glenn Denning bridges the divisive worlds of science, policy, and practice. He synthesizes the
most relevant literature and shares personal perspectives and insights gained over four decades
working in more than fifty countries, coupled with the real-world experience of hundreds of leading
experts. Universal Food Security lays out key priorities—sustainable intensification, market
infrastructure, postharvest stewardship, healthy diets, and social protection—and presents how to
achieve food systems transformation.

Denning identifies the education and development of practitioner-leaders as the critical trigger of
change. Universal Food Security informs and inspires those leaders—acting on their own and with
others through institutions—to achieve a food-secure world. This book is an ideal handbook for
students and practitioners looking to transform our food systems at all levels.

Until We Have Won Our
Liberty
Evan Lieberman

9780691203003

£25.00

Hardcover

Political Science / World / African

June 2022

Princeton University Press

A compelling account of South Africa’s post-Apartheid democracy
 

At a time when many democracies are under strain around the world, Until We Have Won Our Liberty
shines new light on the signal achievements of one of the contemporary era’s most closely watched
transitions away from minority rule. South Africa’s democratic development has been messy, fiercely
contested, and sometimes violent. But as Evan Lieberman argues, it has also offered a voice to the
voiceless, unprecedented levels of government accountability, and tangible improvements in quality of
life.

 
Lieberman opens with a first-hand account of the hard-fought 2019 national election, and how it
played out in Mogale City, a post-Apartheid municipality created from Black African townships and
White Afrikaner suburbs. From this launching point, he examines the complexities of South Africa’s
multiracial society and the unprecedented democratic experiment that began with the election of
Nelson Mandela in 1994. While acknowledging the enormous challenges many South Africans
continue to face—including unemployment, inequality, and discrimination—Lieberman draws on the
country’s history and the experience of comparable countries to demonstrate that elected Black-led
governments have, without resorting to political extremism, improved the lives of millions. In the
context of open and competitive politics, citizens have gained access to housing, basic services, and
dignified treatment to a greater extent than during any prior period.

 
Countering much of the conventional wisdom about contemporary South Africa, Until We Have Won
Our Liberty offers hope for the enduring impact of democratic ideals.

Waiting for Dignity
Florian Weigand

9780231200493

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science / History & Theory

September 2022

Columbia University Press

In August 2021, Taliban fighters entered the presidential palace in Kabul, ending twenty years of
international efforts to build a democratic state in Afghanistan. Did the Taliban’s success rest on
coercion and violence alone, or did they win the battle for public support through ideology and better
services? Or did most people in the country not believe in the idea of the state at all, trusting only local
elders and traditional councils? What is the source of legitimacy during armed conflict?

 
In Waiting for Dignity, Florian Weigand investigates legitimacy and its absence in Afghanistan.
Drawing on hundreds of interviews, he examines the perspectives of ordinary people in Afghanistan as
well as those of rival claimants to authority: insurgents, warlords, members of parliament, security
forces, and community leaders. By exploring how different types of authority attempted to legitimize
their rule, Waiting for Dignity challenges common assumptions about how to build legitimacy, such as
by delivering services, holding elections, or adopting traditional institutions. Weigand shows that what
matters in conflict zones is what he terms interactive dignity: Citizens judge authorities on the basis of
their day-to-day experiences with them. People want to be treated with dignity. The extent to which
people perceive interactions to be fair, inclusive, and respectful is vital to the construction of lasting
order. Combining theoretical originality with in-depth and compelling empirical detail, this book offers
timely new insights into recent developments in Afghanistan and the challenges facing conflict-torn
areas more widely.
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The War That Doesn't Say
Its Name
Jason K. Stearns

9780691194080

£25.00

Hardcover

Political Science / World / African

February 2022

Princeton University Press

Why violence in the Congo has continued despite decades of international intervention
 

Well into its third decade, the military conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has been
dubbed a “forever war”—a perpetual cycle of war, civil unrest, and local feuds over power and identity.
Millions have died in one of the worst humanitarian calamities of our time. The War That Doesn’t Say
Its Name investigates the most recent phase of this conflict, asking why the peace deal of 2003—
accompanied by the largest United Nations peacekeeping mission in the world and tens of billions in
international aid—has failed to stop the violence. Jason Stearns argues that the fighting has become an
end in itself, carried forward in substantial part through the apathy and complicity of local and
international actors.

 
Stearns shows that regardless of the suffering, there has emerged a narrow military bourgeoisie of
commanders and politicians for whom the conflict is a source of survival, dignity, and profit. Foreign
donors provide food and urgent health care for millions, preventing the Congolese state from
collapsing, but this involvement has not yielded transformational change. Stearns gives a detailed
historical account of this period, focusing on the main players—Congolese and Rwandan states and the
main armed groups. He extrapolates from these dynamics to other conflicts across Africa and presents
a theory of conflict that highlights the interests of the belligerents and the social structures from which
they arise.

 
Exploring how violence in the Congo has become preoccupied with its own reproduction, The War
That Doesn't Say Its Name sheds light on why certain military feuds persist without resolution.

We Are Not Born
Submissive
Manon Garcia

9780691223209

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

January 2023

Princeton University Press

A philosophical exploration of female submission, using insights from feminist thinkers
—especially Simone de Beauvoir—to reveal the complexities of women’s reality and lived
experience

 
What role do women play in the perpetuation of patriarchy? On the one hand, popular media urges
women to be independent, outspoken, and career-minded. Yet, this same media glorifies a specific,
sometimes voluntary, female submissiveness as a source of satisfaction. In philosophy, even less has
been said on why women submit to men and the discussion has been equally contradictory—
submission has traditionally been considered a vice or pathology, but female submission has been
valorized as innate to women’s nature. Is there a way to explore female submission in all of its
complexity—not denying its appeal in certain instances, and not buying into an antifeminist, sexist, or
misogynistic perspective?

 
We Are Not Born Submissive offers the first in-depth philosophical exploration of female submission,
focusing on the thinking of Simone de Beauvoir, and more recent work in feminist philosophy,
epistemology, and political theory. Manon Garcia argues that to comprehend female submission, we
must invert how we examine power and see it from the woman’s point of view. Historically,
philosophers, psychoanalysts, and even some radical feminists have conflated femininity and
submission. Garcia demonstrates that only through the lens of women’s lived experiences—their
economic, social, and political situations—and how women adapt their preferences to maintain their
own well-being, can we understand the ways in which gender hierarchies in society shape women’s
experiences. Ultimately, she asserts that women do not actively choose submission. Rather, they
consent to—and sometimes take pleasure in—what is prescribed to them through social norms within a
patriarchy.

 
Moving beyond the simplistic binary of natural destiny or moral vice, We Are Not Born Submissive
takes a sophisticated look at how female submissiveness can be explained.

Weak Strongman
Timothy Frye

9780691216997

£17.99

Trade Paperback

Political Science / World / Russian & Former

Soviet Union

September 2022

Princeton University Press

Looking beyond Putin to understand how today's Russia actually works
 

Media and public discussion tends to understand Russian politics as a direct reflection of Vladimir
Putin's seeming omnipotence or Russia's unique history and culture. Yet Russia is remarkably similar
to other autocracies—and recognizing this illuminates the inherent limits to Putin's power. Weak
Strongman challenges the conventional wisdom about Putin's Russia, highlighting the difficult trade-
offs that confront the Kremlin on issues ranging from election fraud and repression to propaganda and
foreign policy.

 
Drawing on three decades of his own on-the-ground experience and research as well as insights from a
new generation of social scientists that have received little attention outside academia, Timothy Frye
reveals how much we overlook about today's Russia when we focus solely on Putin or Russian
exceptionalism. Frye brings a new understanding to a host of crucial questions: How popular is Putin?
Is Russian propaganda effective? Why are relations with the West so fraught? Can Russian cyber
warriors really swing foreign elections? In answering these and other questions, Frye offers a highly
accessible reassessment of Russian politics that highlights the challenges of governing Russia and the
nature of modern autocracy.

 
Rich in personal anecdotes and cutting-edge social science, Weak Strongman offers the best evidence
available about how Russia actually works.

Weed Rules
Jay Wexler

9780520343924

£23.00

Hardcover

Law / Drugs & the Law

April 2023

University of California Press

With full legalization seeming inevitable, it's time to shift the conversation—from
whether recreational cannabis should be legalized to how.

 
 Weed Rules argues that it's time for states to abandon their "grudging tolerance" approach to legal
weed and to embrace "careful exuberance." In this thorough and witty book, law professor Jay Wexler
invites policy makers to responsibly embrace the enormous benefits of cannabis, including the joy and
euphoria it brings to those who use it.

 
 The "grudging tolerance" approach has led to restrictions that are too strict in some cases—limiting
how and where cannabis can be used, cultivated, marketed, and sold—and far too loose in others,
allowing employers and police to discriminate against users. This book shows how focusing on joy and
community can lead us to an equitable marijuana policy in which minority communities, most harmed
by the war on drugs, play a leading role in the industry. Centering pleasure and fun as legitimate policy
goals, Weed Rules puts forth specific policies to advocate for a more just, sensible, and joyous post-
legalization society.
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What Can We Hope For?
Richard Rorty

9780691217529

£20.00

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

May 2022

Princeton University Press

Prescient essays about the state of our politics from the philosopher who predicted that
a populist demagogue would become president of the United States

 
Richard Rorty, one of the most influential intellectuals of recent decades, is perhaps best known today
as the philosopher who, almost two decades before the 2016 U.S. presidential election, warned of the
rise of a Trumpian strongman in America. What Can We Hope For? gathers nineteen of Rorty’s essays
on American and global politics, including four previously unpublished and many lesser-known and
hard-to-find pieces.

 
In these provocative and compelling essays, Rorty confronts the critical challenges democracies face at
home and abroad, including populism, growing economic inequality, and overpopulation and
environmental devastation. In response, he offers optimistic and realistic ideas about how to address
these crises. He outlines strategies for fostering social hope and building an inclusive global
community of trust, and urges us to put our faith in trade unions, universities, bottom-up social
campaigns, and bold political visions that thwart ideological pieties.

 
Driven by Rorty’s sense of emergency about our collective future, What Can We Hope For? is filled
with striking diagnoses of today’s political crises and creative proposals for solving them.

White Power and American
Neoliberal Culture
Edward K Chan

9780520392793

£20.00

Hardcover

Political Science / Political Ideologies

April 2023

University of California Press

How two seemingly separate forces—white power and neoliberalism—intersect and
polarize the United States today.

 
 White Power and American Neoliberal Culture speaks to the urgency of the present moment by
uncovering and examining the ideologies that led us here. Working through sources such as white
terrorist manifestos, white power utopian fiction, neoliberal think tank reports, and neoconservative
policy statements, Patricia Ventura and Edward K. Chan analyze the conjunction of current forms of
white supremacy and racial capitalism.

 
 Short and accessible, this timely book argues that white extremist worldviews—and the violence they
provoke—have converged with a radical economic and social agenda to shape daily life in the United
States, especially by enshrining the male-dominated white family as the ideal of national identity.
Through insightful observation and critical dissection, Ventura and Chan paint a striking portrait of
how these forces enable each other, perpetuating social injustice and inequity.

Why Civil Resistance
Works
Erica Chenoweth

9780231156837

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Political Science

December 2012

Columbia University Press

For more than a century, from 1900 to 2006, campaigns of nonviolent resistance were more than twice
as effective as their violent counterparts in achieving their stated goals. By attracting impressive
support from citizens, whose activism takes the form of protests, boycotts, civil disobedience, and
other forms of nonviolent noncooperation, these efforts help separate regimes from their main sources
of power and produce remarkable results, even in Iran, Burma, the Philippines, and the Palestinian
Territories.

 
Combining statistical analysis with case studies of specific countries and territories, Erica Chenoweth
and Maria J. Stephan detail the factors enabling such campaigns to succeed and, sometimes, causing
them to fail. They find that nonviolent resistance presents fewer obstacles to moral and physical
involvement and commitment, and that higher levels of participation contribute to enhanced
resilience, greater opportunities for tactical innovation and civic disruption (and therefore less
incentive for a regime to maintain its status quo), and shifts in loyalty among opponents' erstwhile
supporters, including members of the military establishment.

 
Chenoweth and Stephan conclude that successful nonviolent resistance ushers in more durable and
internally peaceful democracies, which are less likely to regress into civil war. Presenting a rich,
evidentiary argument, they originally and systematically compare violent and nonviolent outcomes in
different historical periods and geographical contexts, debunking the myth that violence occurs
because of structural and environmental factors and that it is necessary to achieve certain political
goals. Instead, the authors discover, violent insurgency is rarely justifiable on strategic grounds.

Why Not Socialism?
G. A. Cohen

9780691143613

£7.99

Hardcover

Philosophy / Political

September 2009

Princeton University Press

A compelling case for why it's time for socialism
 

Is socialism desirable? Is it even possible? In this concise book, one of the world's leading political
philosophers presents with clarity and wit a compelling moral case for socialism and argues that the
obstacles in its way are exaggerated.

 
There are times, G. A. Cohen notes, when we all behave like socialists. On a camping trip, for example,
campers wouldn't dream of charging each other to use a soccer ball or for fish that they happened to
catch. Campers do not give merely to get, but relate to each other in a spirit of equality and
community. Would such socialist norms be desirable across society as a whole? Why not? Whole
societies may differ from camping trips, but it is still attractive when people treat each other with the
equal regard that such trips exhibit.

 
But, however desirable it may be, many claim that socialism is impossible. Cohen writes that the
biggest obstacle to socialism isn't, as often argued, intractable human selfishness—it's rather the lack
of obvious means to harness the human generosity that is there. Lacking those means, we rely on the
market. But there are many ways of confining the sway of the market: there are desirable changes that
can move us toward a socialist society in which, to quote Albert Einstein, humanity has "overcome and
advanced beyond the predatory stage of human development."
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Wollstonecraft
Sylvana Tomaselli

9780691241753
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Philosophy / Political

September 2022

Princeton University Press

A compelling portrait of Mary Wollstonecraft that shows the intimate connections
between her life and work

 
Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, first published in 1792, is a work of
enduring relevance in women's rights advocacy. However, as Sylvana Tomaselli shows, a full
understanding of Wollstonecraft’s thought is possible only through a more comprehensive
appreciation of Wollstonecraft herself, as a philosopher and moralist who deftly tackled major social
and political issues and the arguments of such figures as Edmund Burke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and
Adam Smith. Reading Wollstonecraft through the lens of the politics and culture of her own time, this
book restores her to her rightful place as a major eighteenth-century thinker, reminding us why her
work still resonates today.

 
The book’s format echoes one that Wollstonecraft favored in Thoughts on the Education of Daughters:
short essays paired with concise headings. Under titles such as “Painting,” “Music,” “Memory,”
“Property and Appearance,” and “Rank and Luxury,” Tomaselli explores not only what Wollstonecraft
enjoyed and valued, but also her views on society, knowledge and the mind, human nature, and the
problem of evil—and how a society based on mutual respect could fight it. The resulting picture of
Wollstonecraft reveals her as a particularly engaging author and an eloquent participant in enduring
social and political concerns.

 
Drawing us into Wollstonecraft’s approach to the human condition and the debates of her day,
Wollstonecraft ultimately invites us to consider timeless issues with her, so that we can become better
attuned to the world as she saw it then, and as we might wish to see it now.

Worldmaking after Empire
Adom Getachew

9780691202341

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Philosophy / Political

April 2020

Princeton University Press

Decolonization revolutionized the international order during the twentieth century. Yet standard
histories that present the end of colonialism as an inevitable transition from a world of empires to one
of nations—a world in which self-determination was synonymous with nation-building—obscure just
how radical this change was. Drawing on the political thought of anticolonial intellectuals and
statesmen such as Nnamdi Azikiwe, W.E.B Du Bois, George Padmore, Kwame Nkrumah, Eric
Williams, Michael Manley, and Julius Nyerere, this important new account of decolonization reveals
the full extent of their unprecedented ambition to remake not only nations but the world.

 
Adom Getachew shows that African, African American, and Caribbean anticolonial nationalists were
not solely or even primarily nation-builders. Responding to the experience of racialized sovereign
inequality, dramatized by interwar Ethiopia and Liberia, Black Atlantic thinkers and politicians
challenged international racial hierarchy and articulated alternative visions of worldmaking. Seeking
to create an egalitarian postimperial world, they attempted to transcend legal, political, and economic
hierarchies by securing a right to self-determination within the newly founded United Nations,
constituting regional federations in Africa and the Caribbean, and creating the New International
Economic Order.

 
Using archival sources from Barbados, Trinidad, Ghana, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom,
Worldmaking after Empire recasts the history of decolonization, reconsiders the failure of anticolonial
nationalism, and offers a new perspective on debates about today’s international order.

You Might Go to Prison,
Even Though You're
Innocent
Justin Brooks

9780520386839

£25.00

Hardcover

True Crime

April 2023

University of California Press

Surviving prison as an innocent person is a surreal nightmare no one wants to think
about. But it can happen to you. 

  
 Justin Brooks has spent his career freeing innocent people from prison. With You Might Go to Prison,
Even Though You're Innocent, he offers up-close accounts of the cases he has fought, embedding them
within a larger landscape of innocence claims and robust research on what we know about the causes
of wrongful convictions.

  
 Putting readers at the defense table, this book forces us to consider how any of us might be swept up in
the system, whether we hired a bad lawyer, bear a slight resemblance to someone else in the world, or
are not good with awkward silence. The stories of Brooks's cases and clients paint the picture of a
broken justice system, one where innocence is no protection from incarceration or even the death
penalty. Simultaneously relatable and disturbing, You Might Go to Prison, Even Though You're
Innocent is essential reading for anyone who wants to better understand how injustice is served by our
system.


