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Across the Worlds of Islam
Edward E. Curtis

9780231210652

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Islam

July 2023

Columbia University Press

Muslim people are found all over the world. Most live outside the Middle East, from Asia to the
Americas. The vast majority of contemporary Muslims are not fluent in Arabic, and speakers of
languages such as Persian, Urdu, and Turkish have made essential contributions to Islamic history and
culture. However, typical courses on Islam tend to downplay areas beyond the Middle East, focusing
on Arabic texts and elite theological and doctrinal arguments.

 
This book offers an inclusive view of the diversity and complexity of the many worlds of Islam,
investigating ethics and aesthetics as much as scriptures and theology. By paying attention to Muslims
who are socially, culturally, doctrinally, or politically marginalized, it provides a comprehensive and
all-embracing vision of the religion and its many interrelated communities. Contributors from a range
of personal and intellectual backgrounds explore the capaciousness of Muslim identities, helping
readers achieve a broader understanding of the past, present, and future of the Muslim world. This
book includes communities such as the Nation of Islam and Alevi Muslims, and it goes beyond rituals
like prayer and fasting to consider a wider array of practices, such as tattooing.

 
Across the Worlds of Islam is at once student-friendly and cutting-edge, written with both
introductory courses and general readers in mind. Examining Muslim identity and practice from the
perspective of the margins, it offers nuanced portraits of Muslim life across geographic and sectarian
divisions.

Alone with the Alone
Henry Corbin

9780691058344

£38.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Islam

March 1998

Princeton University Press

"Henry Corbin's works are the best guide to the visionary tradition.... Corbin, like Scholem and Jonas,
is remembered as a scholar of genius. He was uniquely equipped not only to recover Iranian Sufism for
the West, but also to defend the principal Western traditions of esoteric spirituality."--From the
introduction by Harold Bloom

 

Ibn 'Arabi (1165-1240) was one of the great mystics of all time. Through the richness of his personal
experience and the constructive power of his intellect, he made a unique contribution to Shi'ite Sufism.
In this book, which features a powerful new preface by Harold Bloom, Henry Corbin brings us to the
very core of this movement with a penetrating analysis of Ibn 'Arabi's life and doctrines.

 

Corbin begins with a kind of spiritual topography of the twelfth century, emphasizing the differences
between exoteric and esoteric forms of Islam. He also relates Islamic mysticism to mystical thought in
the West. The remainder of the book is devoted to two complementary essays: on "Sympathy and
Theosophy" and "Creative Imagination and Creative Prayer." A section of notes and appendices
includes original translations of numerous Su fi treatises.

 

Harold Bloom's preface links Sufi mysticism with Shakespeare's visionary dramas and high tragedies,
such as The Tempest and Hamlet. These works, he writes, intermix the empirical world with a
transcendent element. Bloom shows us that this Shakespearean cosmos is analogous to Corbin's
"Imaginal Realm" of the Sufis, the place of soul or souls.

The Art of War
Sunzi

9780691179780

£18.99

Paperback - with flaps

History / Military / Strategy

June 2018

Princeton University Press

A delightfully illustrated version of Sunzi’s classic The Art of War by bestselling
cartoonist C. C. Tsai

 
C. C. Tsai is one of Asia's most popular cartoonists, and his editions of the Chinese classics have sold
more than 40 million copies in over twenty languages. This volume presents Tsai's delightful graphic
adaptation of Sunzi's Art of War, the most profound book on warfare and strategy ever written--a
work that continues to be read as a handbook for success not just by military commanders but also by
leaders in politics, business, and many other fields.

 
Conceived by a Chinese warrior-philosopher some 2,500 years ago, The Art of War speaks to those
aspiring to rise through the ranks and help build successful countries. How can that goal best be
achieved, and what is the role of warfare, if any, in the process? What are the powers and limits of the
general in command? How can you win without going to war? Sunzi's answers to these and other
questions are brought to life as never before by Tsai's brilliant cartoons, which show Sunzi fighting on
dangerous ground, launching a surprise attack, spying on his enemies, and much more.

 
A marvelously rich introduction to a timeless classic, this book also features a foreword by Lawrence
Freedman, one of the world's leading authorities on military strategy, which illuminates how The Art
of War has influenced Western strategic thought. In addition, Sunzi's original Chinese text is artfully
presented in narrow sidebars on each page, enriching the books for readers and students of Chinese
without distracting from the self-contained English-language cartoons. The text is skillfully translated
by Brian Bruya, who also provides an introduction.

The Awakened Ones
Gananath Obeyesekere

9780231153638

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Comparative Religion

March 2023

Columbia University Press

While a rational consciousness grasps many truths, Gananath Obeyesekere believes an even richer
knowledge is possible through a bold confrontation with the stuff of visions and dreams. Spanning
both Buddhist and European forms of visionary experience, he fearlessly pursues the symbolic,
nonrational depths of such phenomena, reawakening the intuitive, creative impulses that power
greater understanding.

 
Throughout his career, Obeyesekere has combined psychoanalysis and anthropology to illuminate the
relationship between personal symbolism and religious experience. In this book, he begins with
Buddha's visionary trances wherein, over the course of four hours, he witnesses hundreds of thousands
of his past births and eons of world evolution, renewal, and disappearance. He then connects this
fracturing of empirical and visionary time to the realm of space, considering the experience of a female
Christian penitent, who stares devotedly at a tiny crucifix only to see the space around it expand to
mirror Christ's suffering. Obeyesekere follows the unconscious motivations underlying rapture, the
fantastical consumption of Christ's body and blood, and body mutilation and levitation, bridging
medieval Catholicism and the movements of early modern thought as reflected in William Blake's
artistic visions and poetic dreams. He develops the term "dream-ego" through a discussion of visionary
journeys, Carl Jung's and Sigmund Freud's scientific dreaming, and the cosmic and erotic dream-
visions of New Age virtuosos, and he defines the parameters of a visionary mode of knowledge that
provides a more elastic understanding of truth. A career-culminating work, this volume translates the
epistemology of Hindu and Buddhist thinkers for western audiences while revitalizing western
philosophical and scientific inquiry.
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Baptizing Burma
Alexandra Kaloyanides

9780231199858

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / History

June 2023

Columbia University Press

In July 1813, a young American couple from Boston arrived in Rangoon to preach the gospel.
Celebrated in the Protestant press, which ran dramatic accounts of exotic adventures, the attempt to
convert the Burmese met mixed results. Although Burmese Buddhists largely resisted Christian
evangelism, people from minority communities were baptized in astonishing numbers throughout the
nineteenth century. American Baptist Christianity was itself transformed in the Buddhist kingdom.
Missionaries who were initially horrified by what they saw as the idolatry of Buddha statues found
themselves creating tree shrines and their converts hanging colorful Jesus paintings in their churches.

 
Baptizing Burma explores the history of how the American Baptist mission to Burma failed to convert
the country yet succeeded in transforming its religious landscape. Alexandra Kaloyanides examines
how the Burmese majority positioned Buddhism to counter Christianity, how marginalized groups
took on Baptist identities, and how Protestantism was reimagined as a Southeast Asian religion. She
considers a series of holy objects to reveal the mechanics of religious practice in a period of entangled
empires—British, Burmese, and American. By telling stories of four key things—the sacred book, the
school house, the pagoda, and the portrait—this book illuminates the histories of Burma’s last kingdom
and the unexpected consequences of America’s first overseas mission.

Big Gods
Ara Norenzayan

9780691169743

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology Of Religion

August 2015

Princeton University Press

A groundbreaking account of how religion made society possible
 

How did human societies scale up from tight-knit groups of hunter-gatherers to the large, anonymous,
cooperative societies of today—even though anonymity is the enemy of cooperation? How did
organized religions with "Big Gods"—the great monotheistic and polytheistic faiths—spread to colonize
most minds in the world? In Big Gods, Ara Norenzayan makes the surprising argument that these
fundamental puzzles about the origins of civilization answer each other.

 
Sincere faith in watchful Big Gods unleashed unprecedented cooperation within ever-expanding
groups, yet at the same time it introduced a new source of potential conflict between competing
groups. And in some parts of the world, societies with atheist majorities—some of the most cooperative
and prosperous in the world—have climbed religion's ladder, and then kicked it away.

 
Big Gods answers fundamental questions about the origins and spread of world religions and helps us
understand the rise of cooperative societies without belief in gods.

Catholicism and
Democracy
Emile Perreau–saussin

9780691248165

£38.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Christianity / Catholic

May 2023

Princeton University Press

How the Catholic Church redefined its relationship to the state in the wake of the French
Revolution

 
Catholicism and Democracy is a history of Catholic political thinking from the French Revolution to
the present day. Emile Perreau-Saussine investigates the church's response to liberal democracy, a
political system for which the church was utterly unprepared.

 
Looking at leading philosophers and political theologians—among them Joseph de Maistre, Alexis de
Tocqueville, and Charles Péguy—Perreau-Saussine shows how the church redefined its relationship to
the state in the long wake of the French Revolution. Disenfranchised by the fall of the monarchy, the
church in France at first embraced that most conservative of ideologies, "ultramontanism" (an
emphasis on the central role of the papacy). Catholics whose church had lost its national status
henceforth looked to the papacy for spiritual authority. Perreau-Saussine argues that this move
paradoxically combined a fundamental repudiation of the liberal political order with an implicit
acknowledgment of one of its core principles, the autonomy of the church from the state. However, as
Perreau-Saussine shows, in the context of twentieth-century totalitarianism, the Catholic Church
retrieved elements of its Gallican heritage and came to embrace another liberal (and Gallican)
principle, the autonomy of the state from the church, for the sake of its corollary, freedom of religion.
Perreau-Saussine concludes that Catholics came to terms with liberal democracy, though not without
abiding concerns about the potential of that system to compromise freedom of religion in the pursuit
of other goals.

The Children of Abraham
F. E. Peters

9780691181035

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Religion / Comparative Religion

May 2018

Princeton University Press

F. E. Peters, a scholar without peer in the comparative study of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,
revisits his pioneering work. Peters has rethought and thoroughly rewritten his classic The Children of
Abraham for a new generation of readers-at a time when the understanding of these three religious
traditions has taken on a new and critical urgency.

 
He began writing about all three faiths in the 1970s, long before it was fashionable to treat Islam in the
context of Judaism and Christianity, or to align all three for a family portrait. In this updated edition,
he lays out the similarities and differences of the three religious siblings with great clarity and
succinctness and with that same remarkable objectivity that is the hallmark of all the author's work.

 
Peters traces the three faiths from the sixth century B.C., when the Jews returned to Palestine from
exile in Babylonia, to the time in the Middle Ages when they approached their present form. He points
out that all three faith groups, whom the Muslims themselves refer to as "People of the Book," share
much common ground. Most notably, each embraces the practice of worshipping a God who
intervenes in history on behalf of His people.

 
The book's text is direct and accessible with thorough and nuanced discussions of each of the three
religions. Footnotes provide the reader with expert guidance into the highly complex issues that lie
between every line of this stunning edition of The Children of Abraham. Complete with a new preface
by the author, this Princeton Classics edition presents this landmark study to a new generation of
readers.
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The Closed Book
Rebecca Scharba Wollenberg

9780691243290

£35.00

Hardcover

Religion / Judaism / Sacred Writings

April 2023

Princeton University Press

A groundbreaking reinterpretation of early Judaism, during the millennium before the
study of the Bible took center stage

 
Early Judaism is often described as the religion of the book par excellence—a movement built around
the study of the Bible and steeped in a culture of sacred bookishness that evolved from an unrelenting
focus on a canonical text. But in The Closed Book, Rebecca Scharbach Wollenberg argues that Jews
didn’t truly embrace the biblical text until nearly a thousand years after the Bible was first canonized.
She tells the story of the intervening centuries during which even rabbis seldom opened a Bible and
many rabbinic authorities remained deeply ambivalent about the biblical text as a source of sacred
knowledge.

 
Wollenberg shows that, in place of the biblical text, early Jewish thinkers embraced a form of biblical
revelation that has now largely disappeared from practice. Somewhere between the fixed transcripts of
the biblical Written Torah and the fluid traditions of the rabbinic Oral Torah, a third category of
revelation was imagined by these rabbinic thinkers. In this “third Torah,” memorized spoken formulas
of the biblical tradition came to be envisioned as a distinct version of the biblical revelation. And it was
believed that this living tradition of recitation passed down by human mouths, unbound by the
limitations of written text, provided a fuller and more authentic witness to the scriptural revelation at
Sinai. In this way, early rabbinic authorities were able to leverage the idea of biblical revelation while
quarantining the biblical text itself from communal life.

 
The result is a revealing reinterpretation of “the people of the book” before they became people of the
book.

The Complete Works of
Zhuangzi
Burton Watson

9780231164740

£58.00

Hardcover

Religion / Philosophy

December 2013

Columbia University Press

Only by inhabiting Dao (the Way of Nature) and dwelling in its unity can humankind achieve true
happiness and freedom, in both life and death. This is Daoist philosophy's central tenet, espoused by
the person—or group of people—known as Zhuangzi (369?-286? B.C.E.) in a text by the same name. To
be free, individuals must discard rigid distinctions between good and bad, right and wrong, and follow
a course of action not motivated by gain or striving. When one ceases to judge events as good or bad,
man-made suffering disappears and natural suffering is embraced as part of life.

 
Zhuangzi elucidates this mystical philosophy through humor, parable, and anecdote, deploying non
sequitur and even nonsense to illuminate a truth beyond the boundaries of ordinary logic. Boldly
imaginative and inventively worded, the Zhuangzi floats free of its historical period and society,
addressing the spiritual nourishment of all people across time. One of the most justly celebrated texts
of the Chinese tradition, the Zhuangzi is read by thousands of English-language scholars each year, yet
only in the Wade-Giles romanization. Burton Watson's pinyin romanization brings the text in line with
how Chinese scholars, and an increasing number of other scholars, read it.

Conjuring the Buddha
Jacob P. Dalton

9780231205832

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Buddhism / Tibetan

January 2023

Columbia University Press

Ritual manuals are among the most common and most personal forms of Buddhist literature. Since at
least the late fifth century, individual practitioners—including monks, nuns, teachers, disciples, and
laypeople—have kept texts describing how to perform the daily rites. These manuals represent an
intimate counterpart to the canonical sutras and the tantras, speaking to the lived experience of
Buddhist practice.

 
Conjuring the Buddha offers a history of early tantric Buddhist ritual through the lens of the Tibetan
manuscripts discovered near Dunhuang on the ancient Silk Road. Jacob P. Dalton argues that the
spread of ritual manuals offered Buddhists an extracanonical literary form through which to engage
with their tradition in new and locally specific ways. He suggests that ritual manuals were the literary
precursors to the tantras, crucial to the emergence of esoteric Buddhism. Examining a series of ninth-
and tenth-century tantric manuals from Dunhuang, Dalton uncovers lost moments in the development
of rituals such as consecration, possession, sexual yoga, the Great Perfection, and the subtle body
practices of the winds and channels. He also traces the use of poetic language in ritual manuals,
showing how at pivotal moments, metaphor, simile, rhythm, and rhyme were deployed to evoke
carefully sculpted affective experiences. Offering an unprecedented glimpse into the personal practice
of early tantric Buddhists, Conjuring the Buddha provides new insight into the origins and
development of the tantric tradition.

The Consuming Fire
Liane Feldman

9780520383654

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Religion / Biblical Studies

April 2023

University of California Press

Uncovering an ancient foundation myth, and literary tour de force, obscured within the
modern Bible. 

 
 Embedded within the Bible lies a largely unknown story of the founding of ancient Israel and its
religion, interwoven with other ancient tales more than two thousand years ago in the process of
creating the Torah. Generations of scholars have painstakingly worked to recreate the “Priestly
Source,” also known as “P.” The complete text has not appeared until now on its own in either Hebrew
or English.

 
 Beginning with the creation of the world and ending at the edge of the promised land, the Priestly
Source offers a distinctive account of the origins of the people of Israel and a unique perspective on
their relationship with their god, Yahweh—one in stark contrast to what is found when we read the
Bible now. With a translation by Liane Feldman, an authority on the text, The Consuming Fire reveals
the mythical foundation for the practice of sacrifice in ancient Israelite and Jewish religion. By
presenting this fascinating material on its own, The Consuming Fire offers an opportunity to expand
our understanding of ancient traditions and to find something new and beautiful at the source.
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Critical Approaches to
Science and Religion
Myrna Perez Sheldon

9780231206570

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Religion & Science

March 2023

Columbia University Press

Critical Approaches to Science and Religion offers a new direction for scholarship on science and
religion that examines social, political, and ecological concerns long part of the field but never properly
centered. The works that make up this volume are not preoccupied with traditional philosophical or
theological issues. Instead, the book draws on three vital schools of thought: critical race theory,
feminist and queer theory, and postcolonial theory. Featuring a diverse array of contributors, it
develops critical perspectives by examining how histories of empire, slavery, colonialism, and
patriarchy have shaped the many relationships between science and religion in the modern era. In so
doing, this book lays the groundwork for scholars interested in speaking directly to matters such as
climate change, structural racism, immigration, health care, reproductive justice, and sexual identity.

Cult of the Dead
Kyle Smith

9780520345164

£30.00

Hardcover

Religion / Christianity / History

November 2022

University of California Press

A cultural history of how Christianity was born from its martyrs.
 

 Though it promises eternal life, Christianity was forged in death. Christianity is built upon the legacies
of the apostles and martyrs who chose to die rather than renounce the name of their lord. In this
innovative cultural history, Kyle Smith shows how a devotion to death has shaped Christianity for two
thousand years.

 
 For centuries, Christians have cared for their saints, curating their deaths as examples of holiness.
Martyrs’ stories, lurid legends of torture, have been told and retold, translated and rewritten. Martyrs’
bones are alive in the world, relics pulsing with wonder. Martyrs’ shrines are still visited by pilgrims,
many in search of a miracle. Martyrs have even shaped the Christian conception of time, with each day
of the year celebrating the death of a saint. From Roman antiquity to the present, by way of medieval
England and the Protestant Reformation, Cult of the Dead tells the fascinating story of how the world’s
most widespread religion is steeped in the memory of its martyrs.

A Culture of Ambiguity
Thomas Bauer

9780231170659

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Islam / History

June 2021

Columbia University Press

In the Western imagination, Islamic cultures are dominated by dogmatic religious norms that permit
no nuance. Those fighting such stereotypes have countered with a portrait of Islam’s medieval “Golden
Age,” marked by rationality, tolerance, and even proto-secularism. How can we understand Islamic
history, culture, and thought beyond this dichotomy?

 
In this magisterial cultural and intellectual history, Thomas Bauer reconsiders classical and modern
Islam by tracing differing attitudes toward ambiguity. Over a span of many centuries, he explores the
tension between one strand that aspires to annihilate all uncertainties and establish absolute,
uncontestable truths and another, competing tendency that looks for ways to live with ambiguity and
accept complexity. Bauer ranges across cultural and linguistic ambiguities, considering premodern
Islamic textual and cultural forms from law to Quranic exegesis to literary genres alongside attitudes
toward religious minorities and foreigners. He emphasizes the relative absence of conflict between
religious and secular discourses in classical Islamic culture, which stands in striking contrast to both
present-day fundamentalism and much of European history. Bauer shows how Islam’s encounter with
the modern West and its demand for certainty helped bring about both Islamicist and secular liberal
ideologies that in their own ways rejected ambiguity—and therefore also their own cultural traditions.

 
Awarded the prestigious Leibniz Prize, A Culture of Ambiguity not only reframes a vast range of
Islamic history but also offers an interdisciplinary model for investigating the tolerance of ambiguity
across cultures and eras.

The Dalai Lama's Special
Envoy
Lodi Gyaltsen Gyari

9780231206488

£30.00

Hardcover

Religion / Buddhism / Tibetan

November 2022

Columbia University Press

Lodi Gyaltsen Gyari spent decades drawing attention to the plight of the Tibetan people and striving
for resolution of the Tibetan-Chinese conflict. He was the Dalai Lama’s Special Envoy and chief
negotiator with the People’s Republic of China in the formal negotiations over the status of Tibet. In
this revealing memoir, Gyari chronicles his lifetime of service to the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan cause.

 
Gyari recounts his work conducting formal dialogue with the Chinese leadership from 2002 to 2012, as
well as his efforts during the many years of quiet diplomacy preceding these historic negotiations. He
details the fits and starts of the parties’ relationship, addressing successes as well as failures and
highlighting misperceptions, missteps, and missed opportunities by both sides. Gyari grounds his
recollections of his time as Special Envoy in his life experience, providing a powerful account of the
personal side of Tibet’s struggles. He describes the Tibetan resistance to the Chinese invasion and the
tumultuous early years of the Tibetan community in exile as well as his family’s history and spiritual
lineage. A reincarnated Tibetan Buddhist lama forced to flee Tibet during the Chinese invasion, Gyari
illuminates how his political efforts fulfilled his spiritual calling.

 
Informed by his unparalleled experiences, Gyari offers realizable—but provocative—recommendations
for restarting the Tibetan-Chinese dialogue to achieve a mutually beneficial resolution of the issue. For
all readers interested in Tibet’s complex modern history, this book offers an incomparable look inside
the decades-long effort to achieve the Dalai Lama’s vision of a reunited Tibet.
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Dao De Jing
Laozi

9780691179773

£18.99

Paperback - with flaps

Philosophy / Taoist

August 2020

Princeton University Press

From bestselling cartoonist C. C. Tsai, a delightfully illustrated version of the classic
work of Daoist philosophy

 
C. C. Tsai is one of Asia's most popular cartoonists, and his editions of the Chinese classics have sold
more than 40 million copies in over twenty languages. Here, he works his magic again with a delightful
graphic adaptation of the complete text of Laozi's Dao De Jing, the beloved source of Daoist
philosophy. Masterfully transforming Laozi's challenging work into entertaining and enlightening
episodes, Tsai offers a uniquely fresh, relevant, and accessible version of one of the world's most
influential books.

 
After opening with Laozi's biography from the Shi Ji, Tsai turns the stage over to Laozi, who patiently
explains his ideas to his earnest students (and us). Laozi describes the spontaneity of natural
processes, the paradoxical effects of ethical precepts, the limits of language, the values of simplicity,
and, above all else, how to go with the flow. In brief episodes that tantalize and inspire, he takes us into
the subtle complexities of human existence. Ultimately, Laozi, a master visionary, guides us to the
mountaintop to reveal an expansive view of life.

 
A marvelous edition of a timeless classic, this book also presents Laozi's original Chinese text in
sidebars on each page, enriching the book for readers and students of Chinese without distracting from
the English-language cartoons. The text is skillfully translated by Brian Bruya, who also provides an
illuminating introduction.

Fractured Tablets
Mira Balberg

9780520391864

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Judaism / History

April 2023

University of California Press

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s Open
Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. 

 
This book examines the significant role that memory failures play in early rabbinic literature. The
rabbis who shaped Judaism in late antiquity envisioned the commitment to the Torah and its
commandments as governing every aspect of a person’s life. Their vision of a Jewish subject who must
keep constant mental track of multiple obligations and teachings led them to be preoccupied with
forgetting: forgetting tasks, forgetting facts, forgetting texts, and—most broadly—forgetting the Torah
altogether. In Fractured Tablets, Mira Balberg examines the ways in which the early rabbis
approached and delineated the possibility of forgetfulness in practice and study and the solutions and
responses they conjured for forgetfulness, along with the ways in which they used human fallibility to
bolster their vision of Jewish observance and their own roles as religious experts. In the process,
Balberg shows that the rabbis’ intense preoccupation with the prospect of forgetfulness was a
meaningful ideological choice, with profound implications for our understanding of Judaism in late
antiquity.

 

The Golden Legend
Jacobus De Voragine

9780691154077

£42.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Christianity / Saints & Sainthood

April 2012

Princeton University Press

Depicting the lives of the saints in an array of factual and fictional stories, The Golden Legend was
perhaps the most widely read book, after the Bible, during the late Middle Ages. It was compiled
around 1260 by Jacobus de Voragine, a scholarly friar and later archbishop of Genoa, whose purpose
was to captivate, encourage, and edify the faithful, while preserving a vast store of information
pertaining to the legends and traditions of the church. In this translation, the first in English of the
complete text, William Granger Ryan captures the immediacy of this rich work, which offers an
important guide for readers interested in medieval art and literature and, more generally, in popular
religious culture.

 

Arranged according to the order of saints' feast days, these fascinating stories are now combined into
one volume. This edition also features an introduction by Eamon Duffy contextualizing the work.

The Hebrew Bible
John Barton

9780691228433

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Biblical Criticism & Interpretation

August 2021

Princeton University Press

A comprehensive and accessible guide to the Hebrew Bible
 

This book brings together some of the world's most exciting scholars from across a variety of
disciplines to provide a concise and accessible guide to the Hebrew Bible. It covers every major genre
of book in the Old Testament together with in-depth discussions of major themes such as human
nature, covenant, creation, ethics, ritual and purity, sacred space, and monotheism. This authoritative
overview sets each book within its historical and cultural context in the ancient Near East, paying
special attention to its sociological setting. It provides new insights into the reception of the books and
the different ways they have been studied, from historical-critical enquiry to modern advocacy
approaches such as feminism and liberation theology. It also includes a guide to biblical translations
and textual criticism and helpful suggestions for further reading.

 
Featuring contributions from experts with backgrounds in the Jewish and Christian faith traditions as
well as secular scholars in the humanities and social sciences, The Hebrew Bible is the perfect starting
place for anyone seeking a user-friendly introduction to the Old Testament, and an invaluable
reference book for students and teachers.

http://www.luminosoa.org/
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The Holy Vote
Sarah Diefendorf

9780520355606

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology Of Religion

February 2023

University of California Press

Through two years of ethnographic fieldwork at a megachurch, sociologist Sarah Diefendorf
investigates the ways in which the evangelical church is working to grow during a time in which
cultural shifts are leading young people to leave religion behind. In order to expand, the church has
revisited topics long understood as external threats to the organization, such as feminism, gender
equality, racial inclusivity, and queer life—topics Diefendorf classifies as the “imagined secular” in the
minds of evangelicals.

 
The Holy Vote shows, however, that the church continues to uphold already privileged identities even
as it reworks its messages to appear more welcoming, offering insight into how White evangelical
understandings about sex and families have shaped a political movement that has helped remake the
Republican Party and transform American politics. In this enlightening work, Diefendorf highlights
the complex origins of these understandings and considers their intersections with contemporary
culture and enduring social inequalities.

How God Becomes Real
T.m. Luhrmann

9780691234441

£15.99

Trade Paperback

Religion / Spirituality

April 2022

Princeton University Press

The hard work required to make God real, how it changes the people who do it, and why
it helps explain the enduring power of faith

 
How do gods and spirits come to feel vividly real to people—as if they were standing right next to
them? Humans tend to see supernatural agents everywhere, as the cognitive science of religion has
shown. But it isn’t easy to maintain a sense that there are invisible spirits who care about you. In How
God Becomes Real, acclaimed anthropologist and scholar of religion T. M. Luhrmann argues that
people must work incredibly hard to make gods real and that this effort—by changing the people who
do it and giving them the benefits they seek from invisible others—helps to explain the enduring power
of faith.

 
Drawing on ethnographic studies of evangelical Christians, pagans, magicians, Zoroastrians, Black
Catholics, Santeria initiates, and newly orthodox Jews, Luhrmann notes that none of these people
behave as if gods and spirits are simply there. Rather, these worshippers make strenuous efforts to
create a world in which invisible others matter and can become intensely present and real. The faithful
accomplish this through detailed stories, absorption, the cultivation of inner senses, belief in a porous
mind, strong sensory experiences, prayer, and other practices. Along the way, Luhrmann shows why
faith is harder than belief, why prayer is a metacognitive activity like therapy, why becoming religious
is like getting engrossed in a book, and much more.

 
A fascinating account of why religious practices are more powerful than religious beliefs, How God
Becomes Real suggests that faith is resilient not because it provides intuitions about gods and spirits—
but because it changes the faithful in profound ways.

Illicit Monogamy
William Jankowiak

9780231150217

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Christianity / Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints (Mormon)

March 2023

Columbia University Press

Angel Park is a Mormon fundamentalist polygamous community where plural marriages between one
man and multiple women are common. In contrast to mainstream America’s idealization of the
nuclear family and romantic love, its residents esteem notions of harmonious familial love, a spiritual
bond that unites all family members. In their view, polygyny is not only righteous and sanctified—it is
also conducive to communal life and social stability.

 
Based on many years of in-depth ethnographic research in Angel Park, this book explores daily life in a
polygamous community. William R. Jankowiak considers the plural family from the points of view of
husbands, wives, and children, giving a balanced account of its complications and conflicts. He finds
that people in polygynous marriages, especially cowives, experience an ongoing struggle to balance the
longing for romantic intimacy with the obligation to support the larger family. They feel tension
between deeply held religious convictions and the desire for emotional exclusivity, which can threaten
the stability and harmony of the polygamous family. Men and women often form exclusive romantic
pairs within plural marriages, which are tolerated if not openly acknowledged, showing the limits of
the community’s beliefs. Jankowiak also challenges stereotypes of polygamous families as bastions of
patriarchal power, showing the weight that interpersonal and social expectations place on men.

 
Offering an unparalleled look at the complexity of a polygamous religious community, Illicit
Monogamy also helps us reconsider relationships, love, and family dynamics across cultures and
settings.

In Praise of Polytheism
Maurizio Bettini

9780520342248

£21.00

Hardcover

Religion / Ancient

January 2023

University of California Press

What ancient polytheistic religions can teach us about building inclusive and equitable
futures

 
 At the heart of this book is a simple comparison: monotheistic religions are exclusive, whereas ancient
polytheistic religions are inclusive. In this thought-provoking book, Maurizio Bettini, one of today’s
foremost classicists, uses the expansiveness of ancient polytheism to shine a bright light on a darker
corner of our modern times.

 
 It can be easy to see ancient religions as inferior, less free, and remote from shared visions of an
inclusive world. But, as Bettini deftly shows, many ancient practices tended to produce results aligned
with contemporary progressive values, like pluralism and diversity. In Praise of Polytheism does not
chastise the modern world or blame monotheism for our woes but rather shows in clear, sharp prose
how much we can learn from ancient religions, underscoring the limitations of how we view the world
and ourselves today.
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In the Land of Tigers and
Snakes
Huaiyu Chen

9780231202619

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Buddhism / History

March 2023

Columbia University Press

Animals play crucial roles in Buddhist thought and practice. However, many symbolically or culturally
significant animals found in India, where Buddhism originated, do not inhabit China, to which
Buddhism spread in the medieval period. In order to adapt Buddhist ideas and imagery to the Chinese
context, writers reinterpreted and modified the meanings different creatures possessed. Medieval
sources tell stories of monks taming wild tigers, detail rituals for killing snakes, and even address the
question of whether a parrot could achieve enlightenment.

 
Huaiyu Chen examines how Buddhist ideas about animals changed and were changed by medieval
Chinese culture. He explores the entangled relations among animals, religions, the state, and local
communities, considering both the multivalent meanings associated with animals and the daily
experience of living with the natural world. Chen illustrates how Buddhism influenced Chinese
knowledge and experience of animals as well as how Chinese state ideology, Daoism, and local cultic
practices reshaped Buddhism. He shows how Buddhism, Confucianism, and Daoism developed
doctrines, rituals, discourses, and practices to manage power relations between animals and humans.

 
Drawing on a wide range of sources, including traditional texts, stone inscriptions, manuscripts, and
visual culture, this interdisciplinary book bridges history, religious studies, animal studies, and
environmental studies. In examining how Buddhist depictions of the natural world and Chinese
taxonomies of animals mutually enriched each other, In the Land of Tigers and Snakes offers a new
perspective on how Buddhism took root in Chinese society.

In This Place Called Prison
Rachel Ellis

9780520384545

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology Of Religion

April 2023

University of California Press

In This Place Called Prison offers a vivid account of religious life within an institution designed to
punish. Rachel Ellis conducted a year of ethnographic fieldwork inside a U.S. state women’s prison,
talking with hundreds of incarcerated women, staff, and volunteers. Through their stories, Ellis shows
how women draw on religion to navigate lived experiences of carceral control. A trenchant study of
religion colliding and colluding with the state in an enduring tension between freedom and constraint,
this book speaks to the quest for dignity and light against the backdrop of mass incarceration, state
surveillance, and American inequality.

The Jesuits
Markus Friedrich

9780691180120

£35.00

Hardcover

Religion / Christianity / Catholic

March 2022

Princeton University Press

The most comprehensive and up-to-date exploration of one of the most important
religious orders in the modern world

 
Since its founding by Ignatius of Loyola in 1540, the Society of Jesus—more commonly known as the
Jesuits—has played a critical role in the events of modern history. From the Counter-Reformation to
the ascent of Francis I as the first Jesuit pope, The Jesuits presents an intimate look at one of the most
important religious orders not only in the Catholic Church, but also the world. Markus Friedrich
describes an organization that has deftly walked a tightrope between sacred and secular involvement
and experienced difficulties during changing times, all while shaping cultural developments from
pastoral care and spirituality to art, education, and science.

Examining the Jesuits in the context of social, cultural, and world history, Friedrich sheds light on how
the order shaped the culture of the Counter-Reformation and participated in the establishment of
European empires, including missionary activity throughout Asia and in many parts of Africa in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He also explores the place of Jesuits in the New World and
addresses the issue of Jesuit slaveholders. The Jesuits often tangled with the Roman Curia and the
pope, resulting in their suppression in 1773, but the order returned in 1814 to rise again to a powerful
position of influence. Friedrich demonstrates that the Jesuit fathers were not a monolithic group and
he considers the distinctive spiritual legacy inherited by Pope Francis.

With its global scope and meticulous attention to archival sources and previous scholarship, The
Jesuits illustrates the heterogeneous, varied, and contradictory perspectives of this famed religious
organization.

A Jewish Childhood in the
Muslim Mediterranean
Lia Brozgal

9780520393394

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Judaism

May 2023

University of California Press

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s Open
Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more.

 
A Jewish Childhood in the Muslim Mediterranean brings together the fascinating personal stories of
Jewish writers, scholars, and intellectuals who came of age in lands where Islam was the dominant
religion and everyday life was infused with the politics of the French imperial project. Prompted by
novelist Leïla Sebbar to reflect on their childhoods, these writers offer literary portraits that gesture to
a universal condition while also shedding light on the exceptional nature of certain experiences. The
childhoods captured here are undeniably Jewish, but they are also Moroccan, Algerian, Tunisian,
Egyptian, Lebanese, and Turkish; each essay thus testifies to the multicultural, multilingual, and
multi-faith community into which its author was born. The present translation makes this unique
collection available to an English-speaking public for the first time. The original version, published in
French in 2012, was awarded the Prix Haïm Zafrani, a prize given by the Elie Wiesel Institute of Jewish
Studies to a literary project that valorizes Jewish civilization in the Muslim world.

http://www.luminosoa.org/
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Jewish Muslims
David M. Freidenreich

9780520344716

£25.00

Hardcover

Religion / Islam / History

January 2023

University of California Press

Uncovering the hidden history of Islamophobia and its surprising connections to the
long-standing hatred of Jews.

 
Hatred of Jews and hatred of Muslims have been intertwined in Christian thought since the rise of
Islam. In Jewish Muslims, David M. Freidenreich explores the history of this complex, perplexing, and
emotionally fraught phenomenon. He makes the compelling case that, then and now, hate-mongers
target "them" in an effort to define "us."

 
Analyzing anti-Muslim sentiment in texts and images produced across Europe and the Middle East
over a thousand years, the author shows how Christians intentionally distorted reality by alleging that
Muslims were just like Jews. They did so not only to justify assaults against Muslims on theological
grounds but also to motivate fellow believers to live as "good" Christians. The disdain premodern
polemicists expressed for Islam and Judaism was never really about these religions. Rather, they
sought to promote their own visions of Christianity—a dynamic that similarly animates portrayals of
Muslims and Jews today.

Jews and the Qur'an
Meir M. Bar-Asher

9780691211350

£20.00

Hardcover

Religion / Islam / Koran & Sacred Writings

January 2022

Princeton University Press

A compelling book that casts the Qur’anic encounter with Jews in an entirely new light
 

In this panoramic and multifaceted book, Meir Bar-Asher examines how Jews and Judaism are
depicted in the Qur’an and later Islamic literature, providing needed context to those passages critical
of Jews that are most often invoked to divide Muslims and Jews or to promote Islamophobia. He
traces the Qur’anic origins of the protection of Jews and other minorities living under the rule of Islam,
and shows how attitudes toward Jews in Shi‘i Islam are substantially different from those in Sunni
Islam. Bar-Asher sheds light on the extraordinary contribution of Jewish tradition to the Muslim
exegesis of the Qur’an, and draws important parallels between Jewish religious law, or halakha, and
shari‘a law.

 
An illuminating work on a topic of vital relevance today, Jews and the Qur’an offers a nuanced
understanding of Islam’s engagement with Judaism in the time of Muhammad and his followers, and
serves as a needed corrective to common misperceptions about Islam.

Living I Was Your Plague
Lyndal Roper

9780691205328

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Christianity / Lutheran

January 2023

Princeton University Press

From the author of the acclaimed biography Martin Luther: Renegade and Prophet,
new perspectives on how Luther and others crafted his larger-than-life image

 
Martin Luther was a controversial figure during his lifetime, eliciting strong emotions in friends and
enemies alike, and his outsized persona has left an indelible mark on the world today. Living I Was
Your Plague explores how Luther carefully crafted his own image and how he has been portrayed in
his own times and ours, painting a unique portrait of the man who set in motion a revolution that
sundered Western Christendom.

 
Renowned Luther biographer Lyndal Roper examines how the painter Lucas Cranach produced
images that made the reformer an instantly recognizable character whose biography became part of
Lutheran devotional culture. She reveals what Luther's dreams have to say about his relationships and
discusses how his masculinity was on the line in his devastatingly crude and often funny polemical
attacks. Roper shows how Luther's hostility to the papacy was unshaken to the day he died, how his
deep-rooted anti-Semitism infused his theology, and how his memorialization has given rise to a
remarkable flood of kitsch, from "Here I Stand" socks to Playmobil Luther.

 
Lavishly illustrated, Living I Was Your Plague is a splendid work of cultural history that sheds new
light on the complex and enduring legacy of Luther and his image.

The Lost Archive
Marina Rustow

9780691156477

£42.00

Hardcover

Religion / Islam / History

January 2020

Princeton University Press

A compelling look at the Fatimid caliphate's robust culture of documentation
 

The lost archive of the Fatimid caliphate (909–1171) survived in an unexpected place: the storage
room, or geniza, of a synagogue in Cairo, recycled as scrap paper and deposited there by medieval
Jews. Marina Rustow tells the story of this extraordinary find, inviting us to reconsider the
longstanding but mistaken consensus that before 1500 the dynasties of the Islamic Middle East
produced few documents, and preserved even fewer.

 
Beginning with government documents before the Fatimids and paper’s westward spread across Asia,
Rustow reveals a millennial tradition of state record keeping whose very continuities suggest the
strength of Middle Eastern institutions, not their weakness. Tracing the complex routes by which
Arabic documents made their way from Fatimid palace officials to Jewish scribes, the book provides a
rare window onto a robust culture of documentation and archiving not only comparable to that of
medieval Europe, but, in many cases, surpassing it. Above all, Rustow argues that the problem of
archives in the medieval Middle East lies not with the region’s administrative culture, but with our
failure to understand preindustrial documentary ecology.

 
Illustrated with stunning examples from the Cairo Geniza, this compelling book advances our
understanding of documents as physical artifacts, showing how the records of the Fatimid caliphate,
once recovered, deciphered, and studied, can help change our thinking about the medieval Islamicate
world and about premodern polities more broadly.
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The Making of the Medieval
Middle East
Jack Tannous

9780691203157

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Christianity / History

March 2020

Princeton University Press

A bold new religious history of the late antique and medieval Middle East that places
ordinary Christians at the center of the story

 
In the second half of the first millennium CE, the Christian Middle East fractured irreparably into
competing churches and Arabs conquered the region, setting in motion a process that would lead to its
eventual conversion to Islam. Jack Tannous argues that key to understanding these dramatic religious
transformations are ordinary religious believers, often called “the simple” in late antique and medieval
sources. Largely agrarian and illiterate, these Christians outnumbered Muslims well into the era of the
Crusades, and yet they have typically been invisible in our understanding of the Middle East’s history.

 
What did it mean for Christian communities to break apart over theological disagreements that most
people could not understand? How does our view of the rise of Islam change if we take seriously the
fact that Muslims remained a demographic minority for much of the Middle Ages? In addressing these
and other questions, Tannous provides a sweeping reinterpretation of the religious history of the
medieval Middle East.

 
This provocative book draws on a wealth of Greek, Syriac, and Arabic sources to recast these
conquered lands as largely Christian ones whose growing Muslim populations are properly understood
as converting away from and in competition with the non-Muslim communities around them.

The Myth of the Eternal
Return
Mircea Eliade

9780691182971

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Religion / History

November 2018

Princeton University Press

First published in English in 1954, this founding work of the history of religions secured the North
American reputation of the Romanian émigré-scholar Mircea Eliade. Making reference to an
astonishing number of cultures and drawing on scholarship published in no fewer than half a dozen
European languages, The Myth of the Eternal Return illuminates the religious beliefs and rituals of a
wide variety of archaic religious cultures. While acknowledging that a return to their practices is
impossible, Eliade passionately insists on the value of understanding their views to enrich the
contemporary imagination of what it is to be human. This book includes an introduction from
Jonathan Z. Smith that provides essential context and encourages readers to engage in an informed
way with this classic text.

Passionate Enlightenment
Miranda Shaw

9780691235592

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Religion / Buddhism

June 2022

Princeton University Press

The now-classic exploration of the role of women and the feminine in Buddhist Tantra
 

The crowning cultural achievement of medieval India, Tantric Buddhism is known in the West
primarily for the sexual practices of its adherents, who strive to transform erotic passion into spiritual
bliss. Historians of religion have long held that this attempted enlightenment was for men only, and
that women in the movement were at best marginal and subordinated and at worst degraded and
exploited. In Passionate Enlightenment, Miranda Shaw argues to the contrary and presents extensive
evidence of the outspoken and independent female founders of the Tantric movement and their
creative role in shaping its distinctive vision of gender relations and sacred sexuality. Including a new
preface by the author, this Princeton Classics edition makes an essential work available for new
audiences.

Placing Islam
Timur Warner Hammond

9780520387430

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Islam

May 2023

University of California Press

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s Open
Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more.

 
For centuries, the Mosque of Eyüp Sultan has been one of Istanbul’s most important pilgrimage
destinations, in large part because of the figure buried in the tomb at its center: Halid bin Zeyd Ebû
Eyûb el-Ensârî, a Companion of the Prophet Muhammad. Timur Hammond argues here, however, that
making a geography of Islam involves considerably more. Following practices of storytelling and
building projects from the final years of the Ottoman Empire to the early 2010s, Placing Islam shows
how different individuals and groups articulated connections among people, places, traditions, and
histories to make a place that is paradoxically defined by both powerful continuities and dynamic
relationships to the city and wider world. This book provides a rich account of urban religion in
Istanbul, offering a key opportunity to reconsider how we understand the changing cultures of Islam in
Turkey and beyond.

https://doi.org/10.1525/luminos.153
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The Politics of Ritual
Molly Farneth

9780691198927

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Religion, Politics & State

March 2023

Princeton University Press

An illuminating look at the transformative role that rituals play in our political lives
 

The Politics of Ritual is a major new account of the political power of rituals. In this incisive and wide-
ranging book, Molly Farneth argues that rituals are social practices in which people create, maintain,
and transform themselves and their societies. Far from mere scripts or mechanical routines, rituals are
dynamic activities bound up in processes of continuity and change. Emphasizing the significance of
rituals in democratic engagement, Farneth shows how people adapt their rituals to redraw the
boundaries of their communities, reallocate goods and power within them, and cultivate the habits of
citizenship.

 
Transforming our understanding of rituals and their vital role in the political conflicts and social
movements of our time, The Politics of Ritual examines a broad range of rituals enacted to just and
democratic ends, including border Eucharists, candlelight vigils, and rituals of mourning. This timely
book makes a persuasive case for an innovative democratic ritual life that can enable people to create
and sustain communities that are more just, inclusive, and participatory than those in which they find
themselves.

The Ramaya?a of Valmiki
Robert P. Goldman

9780691206868

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Hinduism

January 2022

Princeton University Press

The definitive English translation of the classic Sanskrit epic poem—now available in a
one-volume paperback

 
The Rāmāyaṇa of Vālmīki, the monumental Sanskrit epic of the life of Rama, ideal man and
incarnation of the great god Visnu, has profoundly affected the literature, art, religions, and cultures of
South and Southeast Asia from antiquity to the present. Filled with thrilling battles, flying monkeys,
and ten-headed demons, the work, composed almost 3,000 years ago, recounts Prince Rama’s exile
and his odyssey to recover his abducted wife, Sita, and establish a utopian kingdom. Now, the
definitive English translation of the critical edition of this classic is available in a single volume.

 
Based on the authoritative seven-volume translation edited by Robert Goldman and Sally Sutherland
Goldman, this volume presents the unabridged translated text in contemporary English, revised and
reformatted into paragraph form. The book includes a new introduction providing important historical
and literary contexts, as well as a glossary, pronunciation guide, and index. Ideal for students and
general readers, this edition of the Rāmāyaṇa of Vālmīki introduces an extraordinary work of world
literature to a new generation of readers.

Religion, Attire, and
Adornment in North
America
Marie W. Dallam

9780231204453

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Comparative Religion

May 2023

Columbia University Press

Clothing, dress, and ornamentation are crucial parts of individual and communal religious life and
practice, yet they are too often overlooked. This book convenes leading scholars to explore the roles of
attire and adornment in the creation and communication of religious meaning, identity, and
community. Contributors investigate aspects of religious dress in North America in the nineteenth,
twentieth, and twenty-first centuries, considering adornment practices in a wide range of religious
traditions and among individuals who straddle religious boundaries. The collection is organized
around four frameworks for understanding the material culture of religion: theological interpretation,
identity formation, negotiation of tradition, and activism.

 
Religion, Attire, and Adornment in North America features essays on topics such as Black Israelites’
use of African fabrics, Christian religious tattoos, Wiccan ritual nudity, Amish “plain dress,” Mormon
sacred garments, Hare Krishna robes, and the Church of Body Modification. Spanning the diversity of
religious practice and expression, this book is suitable for a range of undergraduate courses and offers
new insights for scholars in many disciplines.

Resistance to Christianity
Raoul Vaneigem

9781912475667

£25.00

Hardcover

Religion / Christianity / History

June 2023

Eris

Resistance to Christianity: A Chronological Encyclopaedia of Heresy from the Beginning to the
Eighteenth Century is a revisionary account of the forms of thought and belief that have been rejected
or suppressed by orthodox Christianity over the course of the centuries. Formidably erudite without
ever drifting into dry scholasticism, Resistance to Christianity ranges from the origins of the Bible to
the fraught doctrinal controversies of the fourth century to the Levellers and Jansenists of the early
modern period, thereby revealing the too-little-known history that lies behind the modern world’s
theological horizons.

 
Resistance to Christianity is far more, however, than a study of religious movements and ideas;
indeed, Vaneigem is bracingly unapologetic in his ambition “to examine the resistance that the
inclination to natural liberty has, for nearly twenty centuries, opposed to . . . Christian oppression.”
The story of how men and women have again and again resisted the authoritarian implications of
religious orthodoxy is, above all, a crucial strand of the history of human freedom.

 
Bill Brown’s translation makes available in English a major work by one of the preeminent thinkers of
our time. A remarkable feat of historical scholarship that deserves to be widely read, Resistance to
Christianity represents radical thought at its most exciting, incisive, and compelling.
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The Rise of Christianity
Rodney Stark

9780691248042

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Religion / History

May 2023

Princeton University Press

A landmark reinterpretation of why Christianity became the dominant faith of the West
 

The idea that Christianity started as a clandestine movement among the poor is a widely accepted
notion. Yet it is one of many myths that must be discarded if we are to understand just how a tiny
messianic movement on the edge of the Roman Empire became the dominant faith of Western
civilization. In a fast-paced, highly readable book that addresses beliefs as well as historical facts,
Rodney Stark brings a sociologist's perspective to bear on the puzzle behind the success of early
Christianity. He comes equipped not only with the logic and methods of social science but also with
insights gathered firsthand into why people convert and how new religious groups recruit members.
He digs deep into the historical evidence on many issues—such as the social background of converts,
the mission to the Jews, the status of women in the church, the role of martyrdom—to provide a vivid
and unconventional account of early Christianity.

 
The author plots the most plausible curve of Christian growth from the year 40 to 300. By the time of
Constantine, Christianity had become a considerable force, with growth patterns very similar to those
of modern-day successful religious movements. An unusual number of Christian converts, for
example, came from the educated, cosmopolitan classes. Because it offered a new perspective on
familiar concepts and was not linked to ethnicity, Christianity had a large following among persons
seeking to assimilate into the dominant culture, mainly Hellenized Jews. The oversupply of women in
Christian communities—due partly to the respect and protection they received—led to intermarriages
with pagans, hence more conversions, and to a high fertility rate. Stark points out, too, the role played
by selflessness and faith. Amidst the epidemics, fires, and other disasters that beleaguered Greco-
Roman cities, Christian communities were a stronghold of mutual aid, which resulted in a survival rate
far greater than that of the pagans. In the meantime, voluntary martyrdom, especially a generation
after the death of Christ, reinforced the commitment of the Christian rank and file. What Stark
ultimately offers is a multifaceted portrait of early Christianity, one that appeals to practical reasoning,
historical curiosity, and personal reflection.

Sacred Knowledge
William Richards

9780231174077

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Spirituality

July 2018

Columbia University Press

Sacred Knowledge is the first well-documented, sophisticated account of the effect of psychedelics on
biological processes, human consciousness, and revelatory religious experiences. Based on nearly three
decades of legal research with volunteers, William A. Richards argues that, if used responsibly and
legally, psychedelics have the potential to assuage suffering and constructively affect the quality of
human life.

 
Richards's analysis contributes to social and political debates over the responsible integration of
psychedelic substances into modern society. His book serves as an invaluable resource for readers
who, whether spontaneously or with the facilitation of psychedelics, have encountered meaningful,
inspiring, or even disturbing states of consciousness and seek clarity about their experiences. Testing
the limits of language and conceptual frameworks, Richards makes the most of experiential
phenomena that stretch our understanding of reality, advancing new frontiers in the study of belief,
spiritual awakening, psychiatric treatment, and social well-being. His findings enrich humanities and
scientific scholarship, expanding work in philosophy, anthropology, theology, and religious studies and
bringing depth to research in mental health, psychotherapy, and psychopharmacology.

Shamanism
Mircea Eliade

9780691210667

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Spirituality

September 2020

Princeton University Press

The foundational work on shamanism now available as a Princeton Classics paperback
 

Shamanism is an essential work on the study of this mysterious and fascinating phenomenon. The
founder of the modern study of the history of religion, Mircea Eliade surveys the tradition through two
and a half millennia of human history, moving from the shamanic traditions of Siberia and Central
Asia—where shamanism was first observed—to North and South America, Indonesia, Tibet, China, and
beyond. In this authoritative survey, Eliade illuminates the magico-religious life of societies that give
primacy of place to the figure of the shaman—at once magician and medicine man, healer and miracle-
doer, priest, mystic, and poet. Synthesizing the approaches of psychology, sociology, and ethnology,
Shamanism remains the reference book of choice for those interested in this practice.

Sister Death
Beatrice Marovich

9780231208376

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Religion, Politics & State

February 2023

Columbia University Press

Life and death are commonly seen as representing the starkest of binaries: Death is the ultimate
adversary of all that lives. Beatrice Marovich argues that such understandings of mortality have been
deeply influenced by a strain of Christian political theology that has left its mark on both religious and
secular narratives. Adapting the figure of “Sister Death” from Saint Francis of Assisi, she calls for
recognizing that life and death are family.

 
Drawing on a wide range of sources—from Toni Morrison to Jacques Derrida, psychoanalysis to
grassroots “death positive” movements—Marovich critiques a racialized political theology that pits life
and death against each other in a state of endless war. In a time of extinctions, it is necessary to disrupt
this dominant story in order to apprehend death as a collective, multispecies event. Sister Death
proposes an alternative view in which life and death are not mortal enemies destined for mutual
destruction. Instead, they are engaged in a contested, tense, and sometimes mutually empowering
form of connection—a sisterhood.

 
Eloquent and approachable, this book deftly integrates the insights of a number of disciplines to
provide a profound reconsideration of the relations between life and death. Sister Death also features a
series of original works by the artist Krista Dragomer that stage an ongoing conceptual conversation
with the text.
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Sonorous Desert
Kim Haines–eitzen

9780691232898

£16.99

Hardcover

Religion / Monasticism

July 2022

Princeton University Press

Enduring lessons from the desert soundscapes that shaped the Christian monastic
tradition

 
For the hermits and communal monks of antiquity, the desert was a place to flee the cacophony of
ordinary life in order to hear and contemplate the voice of God. But these monks discovered something
surprising in their harsh desert surroundings: far from empty and silent, the desert is richly
reverberant. Sonorous Desert shares the stories and sayings of these ancient spiritual seekers, tracing
how the ambient sounds of wind, thunder, water, and animals shaped the emergence and development
of early Christian monasticism.

 
Kim Haines-Eitzen draws on ancient monastic texts from Egypt, Sinai, and Palestine to explore how
noise offered desert monks an opportunity to cultivate inner quietude, and shows how the desert
quests of ancient monastics offer profound lessons for us about what it means to search for silence.
Drawing on her own experiences making field recordings in the deserts of North America and Israel,
she reveals how mountains, canyons, caves, rocky escarpments, and lush oases are deeply resonant
places. Haines-Eitzen discusses how the desert is a place of paradoxes, both silent and noisy, pulling us
toward contemplative isolation yet giving rise to vibrant collectives of fellow seekers.

 
Accompanied by Haines-Eitzen’s evocative audio recordings of desert environments, Sonorous Desert
reveals how desert sounds taught ancient monks about solitude, silence, and the life of community,
and how they can help us understand ourselves if we slow down and listen.

Spiritual Ends
Timothy O. Benedict

9780520388666

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / History

December 2022

University of California Press

A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org.
 

What role does religion play at the end of life in Japan? Spiritual Ends draws on ethnographic
fieldwork and interviews with hospice patients, chaplains, and medical workers to provide an intimate
portrayal of how spiritual care is provided to the dying in Japan. Timothy O. Benedict uses both local
and cross-cultural perspectives to show how hospice caregivers in Japan are appropriating and
reinterpreting global ideas about spirituality and the practice of spiritual care. Benedict relates these
findings to a longer story of how Japanese religious groups have pursued vocational roles in medical
institutions as a means to demonstrate a so-called “healthy” role in society. By paying attention to how
care for the kokoro (heart or mind) is key to the practice of spiritual care, this book enriches
conventional understandings of religious identity in Japan while offering a valuable East Asian
perspective to global conversations on the ways religion, spirituality, and medicine intersect at death.

The Struggle to Stay
Katie Gaddini

9780231196758

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology Of Religion

June 2023

Columbia University Press

Evangelical Christianity is often thought of as oppressive to women. The #MeToo era, when many
women hit a breaking point with rampant sexism, has also reached evangelical communities. Yet more
than thirty million women in the United States still identify as evangelical. Why do so many women
remain in male-dominated churches that marginalize them, and why do others leave? In each case,
what does this cost them?

 
The Struggle to Stay is an intimate and insightful portrait of single women’s experiences in evangelical
churches. Drawing on unprecedented access to churches in the United States and the United Kingdom,
Katie Gaddini relates the struggles of four women, interwoven with her own story of leaving behind a
devout faith. She connects these personal narratives with rigorous analysis of Christianity and politics
in both countries, and contextualizes them through interviews with more than fifty other evangelical
women. Gaddini grapples with the complexities of obedience and resistance for women within a
patriarchal religion against the backdrop of a culture war. Her exploration of how women choose to
leave or remain in environments that constrain them is nuanced and personal, telling powerful stories
of faith, community, isolation, and loss. Bringing together meticulous research and deep empathy, The
Struggle to Stay provides a revelatory account of the private burdens that evangelical women bear.

Sufism and Taoism
Toshihiko Izutsu

9780520292475

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Taoism

July 2016

University of California Press

In this deeply learned work, Toshihiko Izutsu compares the metaphysical and mystical thought-
systems of Sufism and Taoism and discovers that, although historically unrelated, the two share
features and patterns which prove fruitful for a transhistorical dialogue. His original and suggestive
approach opens new doors in the study of comparative philosophy and mysticism.

 
Izutsu begins with Ibn 'Arabi, analyzing and isolating the major ontological concepts of this most
challenging of Islamic thinkers. Then, in the second part of the book, Izutsu turns his attention to an
analysis of parallel concepts of two great Taoist thinkers, Lao-tzu and Chuang-tzu. Only after laying
bare the fundamental structure of each world view does Izutsu embark, in the final section of the book,
upon a comparative analysis. Only thus, he argues, can he be sure to avoid easy and superficial
comparisons. Izutsu maintains that both the Sufi and Taoist world views are based on two pivots—the
Absolute Man and the Perfect Man—with a whole system of oncological thought being developed
between these two pivots. Izutsu discusses similarities in these ontological systems and advances the
hypothesis that certain patterns of mystical and metaphysical thought may be shared even by systems
with no apparent historical connection.

 
This second edition of Sufism and Taoism is the first published in the United States. The original
edition, published in English and in Japan, was prized by the few English-speaking scholars who knew
of it as a model in the field of comparative philosophy. Making available in English much new material
on both sides of its comparison, Sufism and Taoism richly fulfills Izutsu's motivating desire "to open a
new vista in the domain of comparative philosophy."

https://doi.org/10.1525/luminos.136
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Sunni Chauvinism and the
Roots of Muslim
Modernism
Teena U. Purohit

9780691241647

£28.00

Hardcover

Religion / Islam / History

May 2023

Princeton University Press

Muslim intellectuals who sought to establish the boundaries of modern Muslim identity
 

Muslim modernism was a political and intellectual movement that sought to redefine the relationship
between Islam and the colonial West in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Spearheaded
by Muslim leaders in Asia and the Middle East, the modernist project arose from a desire to reconcile
Islamic beliefs and practices with European ideas of secularism, scientific progress, women’s rights,
and democratic representation. Teena Purohit provides innovative readings of the foundational
thinkers of Muslim modernism, showing how their calls for unity and reform led to the
marginalization of Muslim minority communities that is still with us today.

 
Sunni Chauvinism and the Roots of Muslim Modernism offers fresh perspectives on figures such as
Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, Muhammad Abduh, Muhammad Iqbal, and Abul A’la Mawdudi. It sheds light
on the exclusionary impulses and Sunni normative biases of modernist Muslim writers and explores
how their aim to unite the global Muslim community—which was stagnant and fragmented in their
eyes—also created lasting divisions. While modernists claimed to represent all Muslims when they
asserted the centrality and significance of unity, they questioned the status of groups such as Ahmadis,
Bahais, and the Shia more broadly.

 
Addressing timely questions about religious authority and reform in modern Islam, this incisive book
reveals how modernist notions of Islam as a single homogeneous tradition gave rise to enduring
debates about who belongs to the Muslim community and who should be excluded.

Tantric Visions of the
Divine Feminine
David Kinsley

9780520204997

£27.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Hinduism

August 1997

University of California Press

The Hindu pantheon is rich in images of the divine feminine—deities representing a wide range of
symbolic, social, and meditative meanings. David Kinsley's new book documents a highly unusual
group of ten Hindu tantric goddesses, the Mahavidyas, many of whom are strongly associated with
sexuality and violence. What is one to make of a goddess who cuts her own head off, or one who
prefers sex with a corpse? The Mahavidyas embody habits, attributes, or identities usually considered
repulsive or socially subversive and can be viewed as "antimodels" for women. Yet it is within the
context of tantric worship that devotees seek to identify themselves with these forbidding goddesses.
The Mahavidyas seem to function as "awakeners"—symbols which help to project one's consciousness
beyond the socially acceptable or predictable.

 
Drawing on a broad range of Sanskrit and vernacular texts as well as extensive research in India,
including written and oral interpretations of contemporary Hindu practitioners, Kinsley describes the
unusual qualities of each of the Mahavidyas and traces the parallels between their underlying themes.
Especially valuable are the many rare and fascinating images he presents—each important to grasping
the significance of the goddesses. Written in an accessible, engaging style, Kinsley's book provides a
comprehensive understanding of the Mahavidyas and is also an overview of Hindu tantric practice.

Virgin Territory
Julia Kelto Lillis

9780520389014

£80.00

Hardcover

Religion / Christianity / History

December 2022

University of California Press

Women's virginity held tremendous significance in early Christianity and the Mediterranean world.
Early Christian thinkers developed diverse definitions of virginity and understood its bodily aspects in
surprising, often nonanatomical ways. Eventually Christians took part in a cross-cultural shift toward
viewing virginity as something that could be perceived in women's sex organs. Treating virginity as
anatomical brought both benefits and costs. By charting this change and situating it in the larger
landscape of ancient thought, Virgin Territory illuminates unrecognized differences among early
Christian sources and historicizes problematic ideas about women's bodies that still persist today.

Wahhabism
Cole M. Bunzel

9780691241593

£35.00

Hardcover

Religion / Islam / History

May 2023

Princeton University Press

An essential history of Wahhābism from its founding to the Islamic State
 

In the mid-eighteenth century, a controversial Islamic movement arose in the central Arabian region
of Najd that forever changed the political landscape of the Arabian Peninsula and the history of Islamic
thought. Its founder, Muḥammad ibn ʿAbd al-Wahhāb, taught that most professed Muslims were
polytheists due to their veneration of Islamic saints at tombs and gravesites. He preached that true
Muslims, those who worship God alone, must show hatred and enmity toward these polytheists and
fight them in jihād. Cole Bunzel tells the story of Wahhābism from its emergence in the 1740s to its
taming and coopting by the modern Saudi state in the 1920s, and shows how its legacy endures in the
ideologies of al-Qāʿida and the Islamic State.

 
Drawing on a wealth of primary source materials, Bunzel traces the origins of Wahhābī doctrine to the
religious thought of medieval theologian Ibn Taymiyya and examines its development through several
generations of Wahhābī scholars. While widely seen as heretical and schismatic, the movement
nonetheless flourished in central Arabia, spreading across the peninsula under the political authority
of the Āl Suʿūd dynasty until the invading Egyptian army crushed it in 1818. The militant Wahhābī
ethos, however, persisted well into the early twentieth century, when the Saudi kingdom used
Wahhābism to bolster its legitimacy.

 
This incisive history is the definitive account of a militant Islamic movement founded on enmity
toward non-Wahhābī Muslims and that is still with us today in the violent doctrines of Sunni jihādīs.
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Waking, Dreaming, Being
Evan Thompson

9780231136952

£17.99

Trade Paperback

Religion / Buddhism

August 2017

Columbia University Press

A renowned philosopher of the mind, also known for his groundbreaking work on Buddhism and
cognitive science, Evan Thompson combines the latest neuroscience research on sleep, dreaming, and
meditation with Indian and Western philosophy of mind, casting new light on the self and its relation
to the brain.

 
Thompson shows how the self is a changing process, not a static thing. When we are awake we identify
with our body, but if we let our mind wander or daydream, we project a mentally imagined self into the
remembered past or anticipated future. As we fall asleep, the impression of being a bounded self
distinct from the world dissolves, but the self reappears in the dream state. If we have a lucid dream,
we no longer identify only with the self within the dream. Our sense of self now includes our dreaming
self, the "I" as dreamer. Finally, as we meditate—either in the waking state or in a lucid dream—we can
observe whatever images or thoughts arise and how we tend to identify with them as "me." We can also
experience sheer awareness itself, distinct from the changing contents that make up our image of the
self.

 
Contemplative traditions say that we can learn to let go of the self, so that when we die we can witness
its dissolution with equanimity. Thompson weaves together neuroscience, philosophy, and personal
narrative to depict these transformations, adding uncommon depth to life's profound questions.
Contemplative experience comes to illuminate scientific findings, and scientific evidence enriches the
vast knowledge acquired by contemplatives.

The Way of Nature
Zhuangzi

9780691179742

£18.99

Paperback - with flaps

Philosophy / Eastern

July 2019

Princeton University Press

A delightfully illustrated selection of the great Daoist writings of Zhuangzi by bestselling
cartoonist C. C. Tsai

 
C. C. Tsai is one of Asia’s most popular cartoonists, and his editions of the Chinese classics have sold
more than 40 million copies in over twenty languages. This volume presents Tsai’s delightful graphic
adaptation of the profound and humorous Daoist writings of Zhuangzi, some of the most popular and
influential in the history of Asian philosophy and culture.

 
The Way of Nature brings together all of Tsai’s beguiling cartoon illustrations of the Zhuangzi, which
takes its name from its author. The result is a uniquely accessible and entertaining adaptation of a
pillar of classical Daoism, which has deeply influenced Chinese poetry, landscape painting, martial
arts, and Chan (Zen) Buddhism.

 
Irreverent and inspiring, The Way of Nature presents the memorable characters, fables, and thought
experiments of Zhuangzi like no other edition, challenging readers to dig beneath conventional
assumptions about self, society, and nature, and pointing to a more natural way of life. Through
practical insights and far-reaching arguments, Zhuangzi shows why returning to the spontaneity of
nature is the only sane response to a world of conflict.

 
A marvelous introduction to a timeless classic, this book also features an illuminating foreword by
Edward Slingerland. In addition, Zhuangzi’s original Chinese text is artfully presented in narrow
sidebars on each page, enriching the book for readers and students of Chinese without distracting from
the self-contained English-language cartoons. The text is skillfully translated by Brian Bruya, who also
provides an introduction.

The Ways of Zen
C. C. Tsai

9780691179766

£18.99

Paperback - with flaps

Religion / Buddhism / Zen

July 2021

Princeton University Press

From bestselling cartoonist C. C. Tsai, a delightfully illustrated collection of classic Zen
Buddhist stories that enlighten as they entertain

 
C. C. Tsai is one of Asia’s most popular cartoonists, and his editions of the Chinese classics have sold
more than 40 million copies in over twenty languages. In The Ways of Zen, he has created an
entertaining and enlightening masterpiece from the rich collections of the Zen Buddhist tradition,
bringing classic stories to life in delightful language and vividly detailed comic illustrations. Combining
all the stories previously published in Tsai’s Wisdom of the Zen Masters and Zen Speaks, this is the
artist’s largest collection of selections from the most important and famous Zen texts.

 
The story of the illiterate wood-peddler Huineng, who improbably rises to become the most famous
Zen patriarch, is joined by others that trace the development of the five major sects of Zen Buddhism
through other masters such as Mazu, Linji, and Yunmen. A shattered antique, a blind man carrying a
lantern, sutras set on fire, a cow jumping through a window—each story leads the reader to reflect on
fundamental Buddhist ideas.

 
The Ways of Zen also features the original Chinese text in side columns on each page, enriching the
book for readers and students of Chinese without distracting from the English-language cartoons.

 
Filled with memorable anecdotes and disarming wisdom, The Ways of Zen is a perfect introduction to
Zen Buddhism and an essential addition to any Zen collection.

What Is Islam?
Shahab Ahmed

9780691178318

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Islamic Studies

October 2017

Princeton University Press

A bold new conceptualization of Islam that reflects its contradictions and rich diversity
 

What is Islam? How do we grasp a human and historical phenomenon characterized by such variety
and contradiction? What is "Islamic" about Islamic philosophy or Islamic art? Should we speak of
Islam or of islams? Should we distinguish the Islamic (the religious) from the Islamicate (the cultural)?
Or should we abandon "Islamic" altogether as an analytical term?

 
In What Is Islam?, Shahab Ahmed presents a bold new conceptualization of Islam that challenges
dominant understandings grounded in the categories of "religion" and "culture" or those that privilege
law and scripture. He argues that these modes of thinking obstruct us from understanding Islam,
distorting it, diminishing it, and rendering it incoherent.

 
What Is Islam? formulates a new conceptual language for analyzing Islam. It presents a new paradigm
of how Muslims have historically understood divine revelation—one that enables us to understand how
and why Muslims through history have embraced values such as exploration, ambiguity,
aestheticization, polyvalence, and relativism, as well as practices such as figural art, music, and even
wine drinking as Islamic. It also puts forward a new understanding of the historical constitution of
Islamic law and its relationship to philosophical ethics and political theory.

 
A book that is certain to provoke debate and significantly alter our understanding of Islam, What Is
Islam? reveals how Muslims have historically conceived of and lived with Islam as norms and truths
that are at once contradictory yet coherent.
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Wives and Work
Marion Holmes Katz

9780231206891

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Religion / Islam / Law

October 2022

Columbia University Press

It is widely held today that classical Islamic law frees wives from any obligation to do housework.
Wives’ purported exemption from domestic labor became a talking point among Muslims responding
to Orientalist stereotypes of the “oppressed Muslim woman” by the late nineteenth century, and it has
been a prominent motif in writings by Muslim feminists in the United States since the 1980s.

 
In Wives and Work, Marion Holmes Katz offers a new account of debates on wives’ domestic labor
that recasts the historical relationship between Islamic law and ethics. She reconstructs a complex
discussion among Sunni legal scholars of the ninth to fourteenth centuries CE and examines its wide-
ranging implications. As early as the ninth century, the prevalent doctrine that wives had no legal duty
to do housework stood in conflict with what most scholars understood to be morally and religiously
right. Scholars’ efforts to resolve this tension ranged widely, from drawing a clear distinction between
legal claims and ethical ideals to seeking a synthesis of the two. Katz positions legal discussion within a
larger landscape of Islamic normative discourse, emphasizing how legal models diverge from, but can
sometimes be informed by, philosophical ethics. Through the lens of wives’ domestic labor, this book
sheds new light on notions of family, labor, and gendered personhood as well as the interplay between
legal and ethical doctrines in Islamic thought.


