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Aftermath
Susan J. Brison

9780691244679

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Women's Studies

January 2023

Princeton University Press

A powerful personal narrative of recovery and an illuminating philosophical
exploration of trauma

 
On July 4, 1990, while on a morning walk in southern France, Susan Brison was attacked from behind,
severely beaten, sexually assaulted, strangled to unconsciousness, and left for dead. She survived, but
her world was destroyed. Her training as a philosopher could not help her make sense of things, and
many of her fundamental assumptions about the nature of the self and the world it inhabits were
shattered.

 
At once a personal narrative of recovery and a philosophical exploration of trauma, this bravely and
beautifully written book examines the undoing and remaking of a self in the aftermath of violence. It
explores, from an interdisciplinary perspective, memory and truth, identity and self, autonomy and
community. It offers imaginative access to the experience of a rape survivor as well as a reflective
critique of a society in which women routinely fear and suffer sexual violence.

 
As Brison observes, trauma disrupts memory, severs past from present, and incapacitates the ability to
envision a future. Yet the act of bearing witness, she argues, facilitates recovery by integrating the
experience into the survivor's life's story. She also argues for the importance, as well as the hazards, of
using first-person narratives in understanding not only trauma, but also larger philosophical questions
about what we can know and how we should live.

American Afterlives
Shannon Lee Dawdy

9780691210643

£22.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Death & Dying

October 2021

Princeton University Press

A mesmerizing trip across America to investigate the changing face of death in
contemporary life

 
Death in the United States is undergoing a quiet revolution. You can have your body frozen, dissected,
composted, dissolved, or tanned. Your family can incorporate your remains into jewelry, shotgun
shells, paperweights, and artwork. Cremations have more than doubled, and DIY home funerals and
green burials are on the rise. American Afterlives is Shannon Lee Dawdy’s lyrical and compassionate
account of changing death practices in America as people face their own mortality and search for a
different kind of afterlife.

 
As an anthropologist and archaeologist, Dawdy knows that how a society treats its dead yields
powerful clues about its beliefs and values. As someone who has experienced loss herself, she knows
there is no way to tell this story without also reexamining her own views about death and dying. In this
meditative and gently humorous book, Dawdy embarks on a transformative journey across the United
States, talking to funeral directors, death-care entrepreneurs, designers, cemetery owners, death
doulas, and ordinary people from all walks of life. What she discovers is that, by reinventing death,
Americans are reworking their ideas about personhood, ritual, and connection across generations. She
also confronts the seeming contradiction that American death is becoming at the same time more
materialistic and more spiritual.

 
Written in conjunction with a documentary film project, American Afterlives features images by
cinematographer Daniel Zox that provide their own testament to our rapidly changing attitudes toward
death and the afterlife.

The Art of Social Theory
Richard Swedberg

9780691168135

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

September 2015

Princeton University Press

A practical guide to the art of theorizing in the social sciences
 

In the social sciences today, students are taught theory by reading and analyzing the works of Karl
Marx, Max Weber, and other foundational figures of the discipline. What they rarely learn, however, is
how to actually theorize. The Art of Social Theory is a practical guide to doing just that.

 
In this one-of-a-kind user's manual for social theorists, Richard Swedberg explains how theorizing
occurs in what he calls the context of discovery, a process in which the researcher gathers preliminary
data and thinks creatively about it using tools such as metaphor, analogy, and typology. He guides
readers through each step of the theorist’s art, from observation and naming to concept formation and
explanation. To theorize well, you also need a sound knowledge of existing social theory. Swedberg
introduces readers to the most important theories and concepts, and discusses how to go about
mastering them. If you can think, you can also learn to theorize. This book shows you how.

 
Concise and accessible, The Art of Social Theory features helpful examples throughout, and also
provides practical exercises that enable readers to learn through doing.

Ballad of the Bullet
Forrest Stuart

9780691206493

£13.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology / Urban

May 2021

Princeton University Press

How poor urban youth in Chicago use social media to profit from portrayals of gang
violence, and the questions this raises about poverty, opportunities, and public
voyeurism

 
Amid increasing hardship and limited employment options, poor urban youth are developing creative
online strategies to make ends meet. Using such social media platforms as YouTube, Twitter, and
Instagram, they’re capitalizing on the public’s fascination with the ghetto and gang violence. But with
what consequences? Ballad of the Bullet follows the Corner Boys, a group of thirty or so young men on
Chicago’s South Side who have hitched their dreams of success to the creation of “drill music” (slang
for “shooting music”). Drillers disseminate this competitive genre of hyperviolent, hyperlocal, DIY-
style gangsta rap digitally, hoping to amass millions of clicks, views, and followers—and a ticket out of
poverty. But in this perverse system of benefits, where online popularity can convert into offline
rewards, the risks can be too great.

 
Drawing on extensive fieldwork and countless interviews compiled from daily, close interactions with
the Corner Boys, as well as time spent with their families, friends, music producers, and followers,
Forrest Stuart looks at the lives and motivations of these young men. Stuart examines why drillers
choose to embrace rather than distance themselves from negative stereotypes, using the web to assert
their supposed superior criminality over rival gangs. While these virtual displays of ghetto authenticity
—the saturation of social media with images of guns, drugs, and urban warfare—can lead to online
notoriety and actual resources, including cash, housing, guns, sex, and, for a select few, upward
mobility, drillers frequently end up behind bars, seriously injured, or dead.

 
Raising questions about online celebrity, public voyeurism, and the commodification of the ghetto,
Ballad of the Bullet offers a singular look at what happens when the digital economy and urban
poverty collide.
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Bananas, Beaches and
Bases
Cynthia Enloe

9780520279995

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Gender Studies

May 2014

University of California Press

In this brand new radical analysis of globalization, Cynthia Enloe examines recent events—
Bangladeshi garment factory deaths, domestic workers in the Persian Gulf, Chinese global tourists, and
the UN gender politics of guns—to reveal the crucial role of women in international politics today.

 
With all new and updated chapters, Enloe describes how many women's seemingly personal strategies
—in their marriages, in their housework, in their coping with ideals of beauty—are, in reality, the stuff
of global politics. Enloe offers a feminist gender analysis of the global politics of both masculinities and
femininities, dismantles an apparently overwhelming world system, and reveals that system to be
much more fragile and open to change than we think.

Big Gods
Ara Norenzayan

9780691169743

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology Of Religion

August 2015

Princeton University Press

A groundbreaking account of how religion made society possible
 

How did human societies scale up from tight-knit groups of hunter-gatherers to the large, anonymous,
cooperative societies of today—even though anonymity is the enemy of cooperation? How did
organized religions with "Big Gods"—the great monotheistic and polytheistic faiths—spread to colonize
most minds in the world? In Big Gods, Ara Norenzayan makes the surprising argument that these
fundamental puzzles about the origins of civilization answer each other.

 
Sincere faith in watchful Big Gods unleashed unprecedented cooperation within ever-expanding
groups, yet at the same time it introduced a new source of potential conflict between competing
groups. And in some parts of the world, societies with atheist majorities—some of the most cooperative
and prosperous in the world—have climbed religion's ladder, and then kicked it away.

 
Big Gods answers fundamental questions about the origins and spread of world religions and helps us
understand the rise of cooperative societies without belief in gods.

Bit by Bit
Matthew J. Salganik

9780691196107

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Methodology

August 2019

Princeton University Press

An innovative and accessible guide to doing social research in the digital age
 

The rapid spread of social media, smartphones, and other digital wonders enables us to collect and
process data about human behavior on a scale never before imaginable, offering entirely new
approaches to core questions about social behavior. Bit by Bit is the key to unlocking these powerful
methods. In this authoritative and accessible book, Matthew Salganik explains how the digital
revolution is transforming the way social scientists observe behavior, ask questions, run experiments,
and engage in mass collaborations. Featuring a wealth of real-world examples and invaluable advice on
how to tackle the thorniest ethical challenges, Bit by Bit is the essential guide to doing social research
in this fast-evolving digital age.

Border Witness
Michael Dear

9780520391949

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Human Geography

February 2023

University of California Press

What a century of border films teaches about the real and imagined worlds of the US-
Mexico borderlands—and how this understanding helps build better relations across
boundaries.

 
 Border Witness is an account of cultural collision and fusion between Mexico and the United States, as
seen on the ground and in films from the past hundred years. Blending film studies with political and
cultural geography, Michael Dear investigates the making of cross-border identity and community in
the territories between two nations.

 
 Border Witness introduces a new "border film" genre just now entering its golden age. A geographer
and activist, Dear adopts an accessible and engaged perspective, combining the stories told by these
films with insights drawn from his own decades-long research and travel. From early silent films to
virtual reality, and from revolution to the present global crisis, border films provide fresh evidence for
real and imagined politics and for envisioning future transborder architectures carved from in-
between spaces. In an era of global geopolitics that favors walls and war over diplomacy, Dear's
insights have relevance for borders around the world.
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Bridging Two Worlds
Amitav Acharya

9780520390980

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Ethnic Studies / Asian Studies

January 2023

University of California Press

A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org.
 

The rise of China and India could be the most important political development of the twenty-first
century. What will the foreign policies of China and India look like in the future? What should they
look like? And what can each country learn from the other? Bridging Two Worlds gathers a coterie of
experts in the field, analyzing profound political thinkers from these ancient regions whose theories of
interstate relations set the terms for the debates today. This volume is the first work that systematically
compares ancient thoughts and theories about international politics between China and India. It is
essential reading for anyone interested in the growth of China and India and what it will mean for the
rest of the world.

Byzantine Intersectionality
Roland Betancourt

9780691243542

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Gender Studies

January 2023

Princeton University Press

A fascinating history of marginalized identities in the medieval world
 

While the term “intersectionality” was coined in 1989, the existence of marginalized identities extends
back over millennia. Byzantine Intersectionality reveals the fascinating, little-examined conversations
in medieval thought and visual culture around sexual and reproductive consent, bullying and slut-
shaming, homosocial and homoerotic relationships, trans and nonbinary gender identities, and the
depiction of racialized minorities. Roland Betancourt explores these issues in the context of the
Byzantine Empire, using sources from late antiquity and early Christianity up to the early modern
period. Highlighting nuanced and strikingly modern approaches by medieval writers, philosophers,
theologians, and doctors, Betancourt offers a new history of gender, sexuality, and race.

 
Betancourt weaves together art, literature, and an impressive array of texts to investigate depictions of
sexual consent in images of the Virgin Mary, tactics of sexual shaming in the story of Empress
Theodora, narratives of transgender monks, portrayals of same-gender desire in images of the
Doubting Thomas, and stereotypes of gender and ethnicity in representations of the Ethiopian
Eunuch. He also gathers evidence from medical manuals detailing everything from surgical practices
for late terminations of pregnancy to save a mother’s life to a host of procedures used to affirm a
person’s gender.

 
Showing how understandings of gender, sexuality, and race have long been enmeshed, Byzantine
Intersectionality offers a groundbreaking look at the culture of the medieval world.

The City Authentic
David A. Banks

9780520383456

£23.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Technology Studies

April 2023

University of California Press

The first book to explore how our cities gentrify by becoming social media influencers—
and why it works.

  
 Cities, like the people that live in them, are subject to the attention economy. In The City Authentic,
author David A. Banks shows how cities are transforming themselves to appeal to modern desires for
authentic urban living through the attention-grabbing tactics of social media influencers and reality-
TV stars.

  
 Blending insightful analysis with pop culture, this engaging study of New York State’s Capital Region is
an accessible glimpse into the social phenomena that influence contemporary cities. The rising
economic fortunes of cities in the Rust Belt, Banks argues, are due in part to the markers of its
previous decay—which translate into signs of urban authenticity on the internet. The City Authentic
unpacks the odd connection between digital media and derelict buildings, the consequences of how we
think about industry and place, and the political processes that have enabled a new paradigm in urban
planning. Mixing urban sociology with media and cultural studies, Banks offers a lively account of how
urban life and development are changing in the twenty-first century.

Close Up at a Distance
Laura Kurgan

9781942130789

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology / Urban

November 2022

Zone Books

The past two decades have seen revolutionary shifts in our ability to navigate, inhabit, and define the
spatial realm. The data flows that condition much of our lives now regularly include Global Positioning
System (GPS) readings and satellite images of a quality once reserved for a few militaries and
intelligence agencies, and powerful geographic information system (GIS) software is now
commonplace. These new technologies have raised fundamental questions about the intersection
between physical space and its representation, virtual space and its realization.

 
In Close Up at a Distance, Laura Kurgan offers a theoretical account of these new digital technologies
of location and a series of practical experiments in making maps and images with spatial data. Neither
simply useful tools nor objects of wonder or anxiety, the technologies of GPS, GIS, and satellite
imagery become, in this book, the subject and the medium of a critical exploration.

 
Close Up at a Distance records situations of intense conflict and struggle, on the one hand, and
fundamental transformations in our ways of seeing and of experiencing space, on the other. Kurgan
maps and theorizes mass graves, incarceration patterns, disappearing forests, and currency flows in a
series of cases that range from Kuwait (1991) to Kosovo (1999), New York (2001) to Indonesia (2010).

 
Using digital spatial hardware and software designed for military and governmental use in
reconnaissance, secrecy, monitoring, ballistics, the census, and national security, Kurgan engages and
confronts the politics and complexities of these technologies and their uses. At the intersection of art,
architecture, activism, and geography, she uncovers, in her essays and projects, the opacities inherent
in the recording of information and data and reimagines the spaces they have opened up.

https://doi.org/10.1525/luminos.135
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The Colonial Origins of
Modern Social Thought
George Steinmetz

9780691237428

£38.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Sociology

April 2023

Princeton University Press

A new history of French social thought that connects postwar sociology to colonialism
and empire

 
In this provocative and original retelling of the history of French social thought, George Steinmetz
places the history and development of modern French sociology in the context of the French empire
after World War II. Connecting the rise of all the social sciences with efforts by France and other
imperial powers to consolidate control over their crisis-ridden colonies, Steinmetz argues that colonial
research represented a crucial core of the renascent academic discipline of sociology, especially
between the late 1930s and the 1960s. Sociologists, who became favored partners of colonial
governments, were asked to apply their expertise to such “social problems” as detribalization,
urbanization, poverty, and labor migration. This colonial orientation permeated all the major subfields
of sociological research, Steinmetz contends, and is at the center of the work of four influential
scholars: Raymond Aron, Jacques Berque, Georges Balandier, and Pierre Bourdieu.

 
In retelling this history, Steinmetz develops and deploys a new methodological approach that
combines attention to broadly contextual factors, dynamics within the intellectual development of the
social sciences and sociology in particular, and close readings of sociological texts. He moves gradually
toward the postwar sociologists of colonialism and their writings, beginning with the most
macroscopic contexts, which included the postwar “reoccupation” of the French empire and the turn to
developmentalist policies and the resulting demand for new forms of social scientific expertise. After
exploring the colonial engagement of researchers in sociology and neighboring fields before and after
1945, he turns to detailed examinations of the work of Aron, who created a sociology of empires;
Berque, the leading historical sociologist of North Africa; Balandier, the founder of French Africanist
sociology; and Bourdieu, whose renowned theoretical concepts were forged in war-torn, late-colonial
Algeria.

Countersexual Manifesto
Paul B. Preciado

9780231175630

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / LGBTQ+ Studies

December 2018

Columbia University Press

Countersexual Manifesto is an outrageous yet rigorous work of trans theory, a performative literary
text, and an insistent call to action. Seeking to overthrow all constraints on what can be done with and
to the body, Paul B. Preciado offers a provocative challenge to even the most radical claims about
gender, sexuality, and desire.

 
Preciado lays out mock constitutional principles for a countersexual revolution that will recognize
genitalia as technological objects and offers step-by-step illustrated instructions for dismantling the
heterocentric social contract. He calls theorists such as Derrida, Foucault, Butler, and Haraway to task
for not going nearly far enough in their attempts to deconstruct the naturalization of normative
identities and behaviors. Preciado’s claim that the dildo precedes the penis—that artifice, not nature,
comes first in the history of sexuality—forms the basis of his demand for new practices of sexual
emancipation. He calls for a world of sexual plasticity and fabrication, of bio-printers and “dildonics,”
and he invokes countersexuality’s roots in the history of sex toys, pornography, and drag in order to
rupture the supposedly biological foundations of the heterocentric regime. His claims are extreme, but
supported through meticulous readings of philosophy and theory, as well as popular culture. The
Manifesto is now available in English translation for its twentieth anniversary, with a new introduction
by Preciado. Countersexual Manifesto will disrupt feminism and queer theory and scandalize us all
with its hyperbolic but deadly serious defiance of everything we’ve been told about sex.

Data Analysis for Social
Science
Elena Llaudet

9780691199436

£38.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Statistics

November 2022

Princeton University Press

An ideal textbook for an introductory course on quantitative methods for social
scientists—assumes no prior knowledge of statistics or coding

 
Data Analysis for Social Science provides a friendly introduction to the statistical concepts and
programming skills needed to conduct and evaluate social scientific studies. Using plain language and
assuming no prior knowledge of statistics and coding, the book provides a step-by-step guide to
analyzing real-world data with the statistical program R for the purpose of answering a wide range of
substantive social science questions. It teaches not only how to perform the analyses but also how to
interpret results and identify strengths and limitations. This one-of-a-kind textbook includes
supplemental materials to accommodate students with minimal knowledge of math and clearly
identifies sections with more advanced material so that readers can skip them if they so choose.

 
Analyzes real-world data using the powerful, open-sourced statistical program R, which is
free for everyone to use
Teaches how to measure, predict, and explain quantities of interest based on data
Shows how to infer population characteristics using survey research, predict outcomes
using linear models, and estimate causal effects with and without randomized
experiments
Assumes no prior knowledge of statistics or coding
Specifically designed to accommodate students with a variety of math backgrounds
Provides cheatsheets of statistical concepts and R code
Supporting materials available online, including real-world datasets and the code to
analyze them, plus—for instructor use—sample syllabi, sample lecture slides, additional
datasets, and additional exercises with solutions

Looking for a more advanced introduction? Consider Quantitative Social Science by Kosuke Imai. In

Data Driven
Karen Levy

9780691175300

£28.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Privacy & Surveillance

December 2022

Princeton University Press

A behind-the-scenes look at how digital surveillance is affecting the trucking way of life
 

Long-haul truckers are the backbone of the American economy, transporting goods under grueling
conditions and immense economic pressure. Truckers have long valued the day-to-day independence
of their work, sharing a strong occupational identity rooted in a tradition of autonomy. Yet these
workers increasingly find themselves under many watchful eyes. Data Driven examines how digital
surveillance is upending life and work on the open road, and raises crucial questions about the role of
data collection in broader systems of social control.

 
Karen Levy takes readers inside a world few ever see, painting a bracing portrait of one of the last great
American frontiers. Federal regulations now require truckers to buy and install digital monitors that
capture data about their locations and behaviors. Intended to address the pervasive problem of trucker
fatigue by regulating the number of hours driven each day, these devices support additional
surveillance by trucking firms and other companies. Traveling from industry trade shows to law offices
and truck-stop bars, Levy reveals how these invasive technologies are reconfiguring industry
relationships and providing new tools for managerial and legal control—and how truckers are
challenging and resisting them.

 
Data Driven contributes to an emerging conversation about how technology affects our work,
institutions, and personal lives, and helps to guide our thinking about how to protect public interests
and safeguard human dignity in the digital age.
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Data Visualization
Kieran Healy

9780691181622

£35.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

December 2018

Princeton University Press

An accessible primer on how to create effective graphics from data
 

This book provides students and researchers a hands-on introduction to the principles and practice of
data visualization. It explains what makes some graphs succeed while others fail, how to make high-
quality figures from data using powerful and reproducible methods, and how to think about data
visualization in an honest and effective way.

 
Data Visualization builds the reader’s expertise in ggplot2, a versatile visualization library for the R
programming language. Through a series of worked examples, this accessible primer then
demonstrates how to create plots piece by piece, beginning with summaries of single variables and
moving on to more complex graphics. Topics include plotting continuous and categorical variables;
layering information on graphics; producing effective “small multiple” plots; grouping, summarizing,
and transforming data for plotting; creating maps; working with the output of statistical models; and
refining plots to make them more comprehensible.

 
Effective graphics are essential to communicating ideas and a great way to better understand data.
This book provides the practical skills students and practitioners need to visualize quantitative data
and get the most out of their research findings.

Provides hands-on instruction using R and ggplot2
 Shows how the “tidyverse” of data analysis tools makes working with R easier and more

consistent
 Includes a library of data sets, code, and functions

 

Designing Social Inquiry
Gary King

9780691224626

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Methodology

August 2021

Princeton University Press

The classic work on qualitative methods in political science
 

Designing Social Inquiry presents a unified approach to qualitative and quantitative research in
political science, showing how the same logic of inference underlies both. This stimulating book
discusses issues related to framing research questions, measuring the accuracy of data and the
uncertainty of empirical inferences, discovering causal effects, and getting the most out of qualitative
research. It addresses topics such as interpretation and inference, comparative case studies,
constructing causal theories, dependent and explanatory variables, the limits of random selection,
selection bias, and errors in measurement. The book only uses mathematical notation to clarify
concepts, and assumes no prior knowledge of mathematics or statistics.

 
Featuring a new preface by Robert O. Keohane and Gary King, this edition makes an influential work
available to new generations of qualitative researchers in the social sciences.

Dreams of a Lifetime
Karen A. Cerulo

9780691229096

£22.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Sociology

June 2022

Princeton University Press

How social status shapes our dreams of the future and inhibits the lives we envision for
ourselves

 
Most of us understand that a person’s place in society can close doors to opportunity, but anything is
possible when we dream about what might be, or so we think. Dreams of a Lifetime reveals that what
and how we dream—and whether we believe our dreams can actually come true—are tied to our social
class, gender, race, age, and life events.

 
Karen Cerulo and Janet Ruane argue that our social location shapes the seemingly private and unique
life of our minds. We are all free to dream about possibilities, but not all dreamers are equal. Cerulo
and Ruane show how our social position ingrains itself on our mind’s eye, quietly influencing the
nature of our dreams, whether we embrace dreaming or dream at all, and whether we believe that our
dreams, from the attainable to the improbable, can become realities. They explore how inequalities
stemming from social disadvantages pattern our dreams for ourselves, and how sociocultural
disparities in how we dream exacerbate social inequalities and limit the life paths we believe are open
to us.

 
Drawing on a wealth of original interviews with people from diverse social backgrounds, Dreams of a
Lifetime demonstrates how the study of our dreams can provide new avenues for understanding and
combatting inequality—including inequalities that precede action or outcome.

Dude, You're a Fag
C. J. Pascoe

9780520271487

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Gender Studies

November 2011

University of California Press

High school and the difficult terrain of sexuality and gender identity are brilliantly explored in this
smart, incisive ethnography. Based on eighteen months of fieldwork in a racially diverse working-class
high school, Dude, You're a Fag sheds new light on masculinity both as a field of meaning and as a set
of social practices. C. J. Pascoe's unorthodox approach analyzes masculinity as not only a gendered
process but also a sexual one. She demonstrates how the "specter of the fag" becomes a disciplinary
mechanism for regulating heterosexual as well as homosexual boys and how the "fag discourse" is as
much tied to gender as it is to sexuality.
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The End of Burnout
Jonathan Malesic

9780520391529

£21.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

November 2022

University of California Press

Going beyond the how and why of burnout, a former tenured professor combines
academic methods and first-person experience to propose new ways for resisting our
cultural obsession with work and transforming our vision of human flourishing.

  
 Burnout has become our go-to term for talking about the pressure and dissatisfaction we experience at
work. But in the absence of understanding what burnout means, the discourse often does little to help
workers who suffer from exhaustion and despair. Jonathan Malesic was a burned out worker who
escaped by quitting his job as a tenured professor. In The End of Burnout, he dives into the history and
psychology of burnout, traces the origin of the high ideals we bring to our jobs, and profiles the
individuals and communities who are already resisting our cultural commitment to constant work.

  
 In The End of Burnout, Malesic traces his own history as someone who burned out of a tenured job to
frame this rigorous investigation of how and why so many of us feel worn out, alienated, and useless in
our work. Through research on the science, culture, and philosophy of burnout, Malesic explores the
gap between our vocation and our jobs, and between the ideals we have for work and the reality of
what we have to do. He eschews the usual prevailing wisdom in confronting burnout (“Learn to say
no!” “Practice mindfulness!”) to examine how our jobs have been constructed as a symbol of our value
and our total identity. Beyond looking at what drives burnout—unfairness, a lack of autonomy, a
breakdown of community, mismatches of values—this book spotlights groups that are addressing these
failures of ethics. We can look to communities of monks, employees of a Dallas nonprofit, intense
hobbyists, and artists with disabilities to see the possibilities for resisting a “total work” environment
and the paths to recognizing the dignity of workers and nonworkers alike. In this critical yet deeply
humane book, Malesic offers the vocabulary we need to recognize burnout, overcome burnout culture,
and acknowledge the dignity of workers and nonworkers alike.

The Feel of Algorithms
Minna Ruckenstein

9780520394551

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Technology Studies

May 2023

University of California Press

Why do we feel excited, afraid, and frustrated by algorithms?
 

The Feel of Algorithms brings relatable first-person accounts of what it means to experience
algorithms emotionally alongside interdisciplinary social science research, to reveal how political and
economic processes are felt in the everyday. People’s algorithm stories might fail to separate fact and
misconception, and circulate wishful, erroneous, or fearful views of digital technologies. Yet rather
than treating algorithmic folklore as evidence of ignorance, this novel book explains why personal
anecdotes are an important source of algorithmic knowledge. Minna Ruckenstein argues that we get to
know algorithms by feeling their actions and telling stories about them. The Feel of Algorithms shows
how taking everyday algorithmic emotions seriously would balances the current discussion, which has
a tendency to draw conclusions based on celebratory or oppositional responses to imagined future
effects. An everyday focus zooms into experiences of pleasure, fear, and irritation, highlighting how
political aims and ethical tensions play out in visions, practices, and emotional responses. This book
shows that feelings aid in recognizing troubling practices, and also calls for alternatives that are
currently ignored or suppressed.

Feeling Trapped
James Ptacek

9780520381612

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Criminology

February 2023

University of California Press

The relationship between class and intimate violence against women is much misunderstood. While
many studies of intimate violence focus on poor and working-class women, few examine the issue
comparatively in terms of class privilege and class disadvantage. James Ptacek draws on in-depth
interviews with sixty women from wealthy, professional, working-class, and poor communities to
investigate how social class shapes both women's experiences of violence and the responses of their
communities to this violence. Ptacek's framing of women's victimization as "social entrapment" links
private violence to public responses and connects social inequalities to the dilemmas that women face.

A Few Good Gays
Cati Connell

9780520382695

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Gender Studies

December 2022

University of California Press

The US military has done an about-face on gender and sexuality policy over the last decade, ending
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, restrictions on women in combat, and transgender exclusion. Contrary to
expectations, servicemembers have largely welcomed cisgender LGB individuals—yet they continue to
vociferously resist trans inclusion and the presence of women on the front lines. In the minds of many,
the embodied “deficiencies” of cisgender women and trans people of all genders puts others—and
indeed, the nation—at risk. 

 
In this book, Cati Connell identifies the homonormative bargain that underwrites these uneven
patterns of reception—a bargain that comes with significant concessions, upholding and even
exacerbating race, class, and gender inequality in the pursuit of sexual equality. In this handshake
deal, even the widespread support for open LGB service is highly conditional, revocable upon violation
of the bargain. Despite the promise of inclusivity, in practice, the military has made room only for a
“few good gays,” to the exclusion of all others. 

 
But should equal access be the goal? How did we get from there to here? And where do we go next? In
analyzing inclusion as a social movement aspiration, Connell shows that its steep price is exacted
through the continued abjection of queered Others, both at home and abroad.
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Friendly Fire
Scott A. Snook

9780691095189

£35.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

January 2002

Princeton University Press

On April 14, 1994, two U.S. Air Force F-15 fighters accidentally shot down two U.S. Army Black Hawk
Helicopters over Northern Iraq, killing all twenty-six peacekeepers onboard. In response to this
disaster the complete array of military and civilian investigative and judicial procedures ran their
course. After almost two years of investigation with virtually unlimited resources, no culprit emerged,
no bad guy showed himself, no smoking gun was found. This book attempts to make sense of this
tragedy--a tragedy that on its surface makes no sense at all.

 

With almost twenty years in uniform and a Ph.D. in organizational behavior, Lieutenant Colonel Snook
writes from a unique perspective. A victim of friendly fire himself, he develops individual, group,
organizational, and cross-level accounts of the accident and applies a rigorous analysis based on
behavioral science theory to account for critical links in the causal chain of events. By explaining
separate pieces of the puzzle, and analyzing each at a different level, the author removes much of the
mystery surrounding the shootdown. Based on a grounded theory analysis, Snook offers a dynamic,
cross-level mechanism he calls "practical drift"--the slow, steady uncoupling of practice from written
procedure--to complete his explanation.

 

His conclusion is disturbing. This accident happened because, or perhaps in spite of everyone behaving
just the way we would expect them to behave, just the way theory would predict. The shootdown was a
normal accident in a highly reliable organization.

From Whispers to Shouts
Elaine Schattner

9780231192262

£25.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Disease & Health Issues

March 2023

Columbia University Press

It’s hard today to remember how recently cancer was a silent killer, a dreaded disease about which
people rarely spoke in public. In hospitals and doctors’ offices, conversations about malignancy were
hushed and hope was limited. In this deeply researched book, Elaine Schattner reveals a sea change—
from before 1900 to the present day—in how ordinary people talk about cancer.

 
From Whispers to Shouts examines public perception of cancer through stories in newspapers and
magazines, social media, and popular culture. It probes the evolving relationship between journalists
and medical specialists and illuminates the role of women and charities that distributed medical
information. Schattner traces the origins of patient advocacy and activism from the 1920s onward,
highlighting how, while doctors have lost control of messages about cancer, survivors have gained
visibility and voice.

 
The book’s final section lays out provocative questions facing the cancer community today—including
distrust of oncologists, concerns over financial burdens, and disparities in cancer treatments and care.
Schattner considers how patients and their loved ones struggle to make decisions amid conflicting
information and opinions. She explores the ramifications of so much openness, good and bad, and
asks: Has awareness backfired? Instead, Schattner contends, we need greater understanding of
cancer’s treatability.

The Gentrification of the
Internet
Jessa Lingel

9780520395565

£14.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Technology Studies

February 2023

University of California Press

How we lost control of the internet—and how to win it back.
 

The internet has become a battleground. Although it was unlikely to live up to the hype and hopes of
the 1990s, only the most skeptical cynics could have predicted the World Wide Web as we know it
today: commercial, isolating, and full of, even fueled by, bias. This was not inevitable. The
Gentrification of the Internet argues that much like our cities, the internet has become gentrified,
dominated by the interests of business and capital rather than the interests of the people who use it.
Jessa Lingel uses the politics and debates of gentrification to diagnose the massive, systemic problems
blighting our contemporary internet: erosions of privacy and individual ownership, small businesses
wiped out by wealthy corporations, the ubiquitous paywall. But there are still steps we can take to
reclaim the heady possibilities of the early internet. Lingel outlines actions that internet activists and
everyday users can take to defend and secure more protections for the individual and to carve out more
spaces of freedom for the people—not businesses—online.

Golden Gulag
Ruth Wilson Gilmore

9780520242012

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Criminology

January 2007

University of California Press

Since 1980, the number of people in U.S. prisons has increased more than 450%. Despite a crime rate
that has been falling steadily for decades, California has led the way in this explosion, with what a state
analyst called “the biggest prison building project in the history of the world.” Golden Gulag provides
the first detailed explanation for that buildup by looking at how political and economic forces, ranging
from global to local, conjoined to produce the prison boom.

 
In an informed and impassioned account, Ruth Wilson Gilmore examines this issue through statewide,
rural, and urban perspectives to explain how the expansion developed from surpluses of finance
capital, labor, land, and state capacity. Detailing crises that hit California’s economy with particular
ferocity, she argues that defeats of radical struggles, weakening of labor, and shifting patterns of
capital investment have been key conditions for prison growth. The results—a vast and expensive
prison system, a huge number of incarcerated young people of color, and the increase in punitive
justice such as the “three strikes” law—pose profound and troubling questions for the future of
California, the United States, and the world. Golden Gulag provides a rich context for this complex
dilemma, and at the same time challenges many cherished assumptions about who benefits and who
suffers from the state’s commitment to prison expansion.
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Hate in the Homeland
Cynthia Miller–idriss

9780691222943

£15.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

January 2022

Princeton University Press

A startling look at the unexpected places where violent hate groups recruit young people

Hate crimes. Misinformation and conspiracy theories. Foiled white-supremacist plots. The signs of
growing far-right extremism are all around us, and communities across America and around the globe
are struggling to understand how so many people are being radicalized and why they are increasingly
attracted to violent movements. Hate in the Homeland shows how tomorrow's far-right nationalists
are being recruited in surprising places, from college campuses and mixed martial arts gyms to
clothing stores, online gaming chat rooms, and YouTube cooking channels.

 
Instead of focusing on the how and why of far-right radicalization, Cynthia Miller-Idriss seeks answers
in the physical and virtual spaces where hate is cultivated. Where does the far right do its recruiting?
When do young people encounter extremist messaging in their everyday lives? Miller-Idriss shows how
far-right groups are swelling their ranks and developing their cultural, intellectual, and financial
capacities in a variety of mainstream settings. She demonstrates how young people on the margins of
our communities are targeted in these settings, and how the path to radicalization is a nuanced process
of moving in and out of far-right scenes throughout adolescence and adulthood.

 
Hate in the Homeland is essential for understanding the tactics and underlying ideas of modern far-
right extremism. This eye-opening book takes readers into the mainstream places and spaces where
today's far right is engaging and ensnaring young people, and reveals innovative strategies we can use
to combat extremist radicalization.

Homelessness Is a Housing
Problem
Gregg Colburn

9780520383784

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology / Urban

March 2022

University of California Press

In Homelessness Is a Housing Problem, Gregg Colburn and Clayton Page Aldern seek to explain the
substantial regional variation in rates of homelessness in cities across the United States. In a departure
from many analytical approaches, Colburn and Aldern shift their focus from the individual
experiencing homelessness to the metropolitan area. Using accessible statistical analysis, they test a
range of conventional beliefs about what drives the prevalence of homelessness in a given city—
including mental illness, drug use, poverty, weather, generosity of public assistance, and low-income
mobility—and find that none explain the regional variation observed across the country. Instead,
housing market conditions, such as the cost and availability of rental housing, offer a far more
convincing account. With rigor and clarity, Homelessness Is a Housing Problem explores U.S. cities'
diverse experiences with housing precarity and offers policy solutions for unique regional contexts.

How Behavior Spreads
Damon Centola

9780691202426

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

March 2020

Princeton University Press

A new, counterintuitive theory for how social networks influence the spread of behavior
 

New social movements, technologies, and public-health initiatives often struggle to take off, yet many
diseases disperse rapidly without issue. Can the lessons learned from the viral diffusion of diseases
improve the spread of beneficial behaviors and innovations? How Behavior Spreads presents over a
decade of original research examining how changes in societal behavior—in voting, health, technology,
and finance—occur and the ways social networks can be used to influence how they propagate. Damon
Centola's startling findings show that the same conditions that accelerate the viral expansion of an
epidemic unexpectedly inhibit the spread of behaviors. How Behavior Spreads is a must-read for
anyone interested in how the theory of social networks can transform our world.

Justice and the Politics of
Difference
Iris Marion Young

9780691235165

£18.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Gender Studies

April 2022

Princeton University Press

A landmark work of political theory on the central importance of group identity and
cultural pluralism in political life

 
Justice and the Politics of Difference challenges the prevailing reduction of social justice to distributive
justice, critically analyzing basic concepts underlying most theories of justice such as impartiality,
formal equality, and the unitary moral subjectivity. Drawing on the experiences and concerns of social
movements created by marginalized and excluded groups, Iris Marion Young shows how democratic
theorists fail to consider institutional arrangements for including people not culturally identified with
white European male norms of reason and respectability. Basing her vision of the good society on the
differentiated, culturally plural network of contemporary urban life, she argues for a principle of group
representation in democratic publics and for group-differentiated policies. Danielle Allen’s incisive
foreword contextualizes Young’s work and explains how debates surrounding social justice have
changed since—and been transformed by—the original publication of the book.
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Leaving Home
David Celani

9780231134774

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Social Work

September 2011

Columbia University Press

Why, after a childhood of emotional neglect and abuse, would a man move next door to the very
parents who caused him pain? And how can a woman emerge from her mother's control in order to
form healthy adult relationships?

 
Giving up family attachments that failed to meet our needs as children, David Celani argues, is the
hardest psychological task an adult can undertake. Yet the reality is that many adults re-create the
most painful aspects of their early relationships with their parents in new relationships with peers and
romantic partners, frustrating themselves and discouraging them from leaving their family of origin.
Leaving Home emphasizes the life-saving benefits of separating from destructive parents and offers a
viable program for personal emancipation.

 
Celani's program is based on Object-Relations Theory, a branch of psychoanalysis developed by
Scottish analyst Ronald Fairbairn. The human personality, Fairbairn argued, is not the result of
inherited (and thus immutable) instincts. Rather, the developing child builds internal relational
templates that guide his future interactions with others based on the conscious and unconscious
memories he internalized from his primary relationship—the one he experienced with his parents.
While a child's attachment to parents who were neglectful or even abusive is not uncommon, there is a
way out. Articulate, sensitive, and replete with examples from Celani's twenty-six years of clinical
practice, this book outlines the practical steps to leaving home.

The Logic of Social Science
James Mahoney

9780691214955

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Methodology

August 2021

Princeton University Press

A groundbreaking logic-based approach to bridging the scientific-constructivist divide
in social science

 
The Logic of Social Science offers new principles for designing and conducting social science research.
James Mahoney uses set-theoretic analysis to develop a fresh scientific constructivist approach that
avoids essentialist biases in the production of knowledge. This approach recognizes that social
categories depend on collective understandings for their existence, but it insists that this recognition
need not hinder the use of explicit procedures for the rational assessment of truth. Mahoney shows
why set-theoretic analysis enables scholars to avoid the pitfalls of essentialism and produce findings
that rest on a firm scientific foundation.

 
Extending his previous work and incorporating new material, Mahoney presents specific tools for
formulating and evaluating theories in the social sciences. Chapters include discussions of models of
causality, procedures for testing propositions, tools for conducting counterfactual and sequence
analysis, and principles for knowledge accumulation. Equal focus is placed on theory building and
explanatory tools, including principles for working with general theoretical orientations and normative
frameworks in scientific research. Mahoney brings a novel perspective to understanding the
relationship among actors, social rules, and social resources, and he offers original ideas for the
analysis of temporality, critical events, and path dependence.

 
Bridging the rift between those who take a scientific approach and those who take a constructivist one,
The Logic of Social Science forges an ambitious way forward for social science researchers.

Love, Money, and
Parenting
Matthias Doepke

9780691210162

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology / Marriage & Family

November 2020

Princeton University Press

An international and historical look at how parenting choices change in the face of
economic inequality

 
Love, Money, and Parenting investigates how economic forces shape how parents raise their children.
In countries with increasing economic inequality, parents push harder to ensure their children have a
path to security and success. In the United States, this force has transformed the hands-off parenting
of the 60s and 70s into a frantic, overscheduled activity. Growing inequality has also resulted in an
increasing "parenting gap" between richer and poorer families, raising the disturbing prospect of
diminished social mobility. Drawing from the experiences of countries of high and low economic
inequality, Matthias Doepke and Fabrizio Zilibotti discuss how changes to public policy can contribute
to the ideal of equal opportunity for all.

Markets in the Making
Michel Callon

9781942130574

£25.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Sociology

December 2021

Zone Books

Slicing through blunt theories of supply and demand, Callon presents a rigorously
researched but counterintuitive model of how everyday market activity gets produced.

 
If you’re convinced you know what a market is, think again. In his long-awaited study, French
sociologist and engineer Michel Callon takes us to the heart of markets, to the unsung processes that
allow innovations to become robust products and services. Markets in the Making begins with the
observation that stable commercial transactions are more enigmatic, more elusive, and more involved
than previously described by economic theory. Slicing through blunt theories of supply and demand,
Callon presents a rigorously researched but counterintuitive model of market activity that emphasizes
what people designing products or launching startups soon discover—the inherent difficulties of
connecting individuals to things. Callon’s model is founded upon the notion of “singularization,” the
premise that goods and services must adapt and be adapted to the local milieu of every individual
whose life they enter. Person by person, thing by thing, Callon demonstrates that for ordinary
economic transactions to emerge en masse, singular connections must be made.

 
Pushing us to see markets as more than abstract interfaces where pools of anonymous buyers and
sellers meet, Callon draws our attention to the exhaustively creative practices that market
professionals continuously devise to entangle people and things. Markets in the Making exemplifies
how prototypes, fragile curiosities that have only just been imagined, are gradually honed into
predictable objects and practices. Once these are active enough to create a desired effect, yet passive
enough to be transferred from one place to another without disruption, they will have successfully
achieved the status of “goods” or “services.” The output of this more ample process of innovation, as
redefined by Callon, is what we recognize as “the market”—commercial activity, at scale.

 
The capstone of an influential research career at the forefront of science and technology studies,
Markets in the Making coherently integrates the empirical perspective of product engineering with the
values of the social sciences. After masterfully redescribing how markets are made, Callon culminates
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Merchants of the Right
Jennifer Carlson

9780691230399

£25.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Violence In Society

May 2023

Princeton University Press

An eye-opening portrait of the gun sellers who navigated the social turmoil leading up to
the January 6 Capitol attack

 
Gun sellers sell more than just guns. They also sell politics. Merchants of the Right sheds light on the
unparalleled surge in gun purchasing during one of the most dire moments in American history,
revealing how conservative political culture was galvanized amid a once-in-a-century pandemic, racial
unrest, and a U.S. presidential election that rocked the foundations of American democracy.

 
Drawing on a wealth of in-depth interviews with gun sellers across the United States, Jennifer Carlson
takes readers to the front lines of the culture war over gun rights. Even though the majority of gun
owners are conservative, new gun buyers are more likely to be liberal than existing gun owners. This
posed a dilemma to gun sellers in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election: embrace these liberal
customers as part of a new, perhaps post-partisan chapter in the American gun saga or double down
on gun politics as conservative terrain. Carlson describes how gun sellers mobilized mainstays of
modern conservative culture—armed individualism, conspiracism, and partisanship—as they
navigated the uncertainty and chaos unfolding around them, asserting gun politics as conservative
politics and reworking and even rejecting liberal democracy in the process.

 
Merchants of the Right offers crucial lessons about the dilemmas confronting us today, arguing that
we must reckon with the everyday politics that divide us if we ever hope to restore American
democracy to health.

Moving the Needle
Katherine S. Newman

9780520379107

£25.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Sociology

April 2023

University of California Press

This timely investigation reveals how sustained tight labor markets improve the job
prospects and life chances of America’s most vulnerable households

 
Most research on poverty focuses on the damage caused by persistent unemployment. But what
happens when jobs are plentiful and workers are hard to come by? Moving the Needle examines how
very low unemployment boosts wages at the bottom, improves benefits, lengthens job ladders, and
pulls the unemployed into a booming job market.

 
 Drawing on over seventy years of quantitative data, as well as interviews with employers, jobseekers,
and longtime residents of poor neighborhoods, Katherine S. Newman and Elisabeth S. Jacobs
investigate the most durable positive consequences of tight labor markets. They also consider the
downside of overheated economies that can ignite surging rents and spur outmigration. Moving the
Needle is an urgent and original call to implement policies that will maintain the current momentum
and prepare for potential slowdowns that may lie ahead

The New York Nobody
Knows
William B. Helmreich

9780691169705

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology / Urban

August 2015

Princeton University Press

An intimate portrait of the Big Apple
 

As a child growing up in Manhattan, William Helmreich played a game with his father called "Last
Stop." They would pick a subway line, ride it to its final destination, and explore the neighborhood.
Decades later, his love for exploring the city was as strong as ever.

 
Putting his feet to the test, he decided that the only way to truly understand New York was to walk
virtually every block of all five boroughs—an astonishing 6,000 miles. His journey took him to every
corner of Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island. Helmreich spoke with hundreds
of New Yorkers from every part of the globe and all walks of life. He finds that to be a New Yorker is to
struggle to understand the place and to make a life that is as highly local as it is dynamically
cosmopolitan.

 
Truly unforgettable, The New York Nobody Knows will forever change how you view the world's
greatest city.

Nomadic Theory
Rosi Braidotti

9780231151917

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Feminism & Feminist Theory

February 2012

Columbia University Press

Rosi Braidotti's nomadic theory outlines a sustainable modern subjectivity as one in flux, never
opposed to a dominant hierarchy yet intrinsically other, always in the process of becoming, and
perpetually engaged in dynamic power relations both creative and restrictive. Nomadic theory offers
an original and powerful alternative for scholars working in cultural and social criticism and has, over
the past decade, crept into continental philosophy, queer theory, and feminist, postcolonial, techno-
science, media, and race studies, as well as into architecture, history, and anthropology. This collection
provides a core introduction to Braidotti's nomadic theory and its innovative formulations, which
playfully engage with Deleuze, Foucault, Irigaray, and a host of political and cultural issues.

 
Arranged thematically, essays begin with such concepts as sexual difference and embodied subjectivity
and follow with explorations in technoscience, feminism, postsecular citizenship, and the politics of
affirmation. Braidotti develops a distinctly positive critical theory that rejuvenates the experience of
political scholarship. Inspired yet not confined by Deleuzian vitalism, with its commitment to the
ontology of flows, networks, and dynamic transformations, she emphasizes affects, imagination, and
creativity and the politics of radical immanence. Incorporating ideas from Nietzsche and Spinoza as
well, Braidotti establishes a critical-theoretical framework equal parts critique and creation. Ever
mindful of the perils of defining difference in terms of denigration and the related tendency to
subordinate sexualized, racialized, and naturalized others, she explores the eco-philosophical
implications of nomadic theory, feminism, and the irreducibility of sexual difference and sexuality. Her
dialogue with technoscience is crucial to nomadic theory, which deterritorializes the established
understanding of what counts as human, along with our relationship to animals, the environment, and
changing notions of materialism. Keeping her distance from the near-obsessive focus on vulnerability,
trauma, and melancholia in contemporary political thought, Braidotti promotes a politics of
affirmation that has the potential to become its own generative life force.
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Nonbinary
Micah Rajunov

9780231185332

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Gender Studies

April 2019

Columbia University Press

What happens when your gender doesn’t fit neatly into the categories of male or female? Even
mundane interactions like filling out a form or using a public bathroom can be a struggle when these
designations prove inadequate. In this groundbreaking book, thirty authors highlight how our
experiences are shaped by a deeply entrenched gender binary.

 
The powerful first-person narratives of this collection show us a world where gender exists along a
spectrum, a web, a multidimensional space. Nuanced storytellers break away from mainstream
portrayals of gender diversity, cutting across lines of age, race, ethnicity, ability, class, religion, family,
and relationships. From Suzi, who wonders whether she’ll ever “feel” like a woman after living fifty
years as a man, to Aubri, who grew up in a cash-strapped fundamentalist household, to Sand, who
must reconcile the dual roles of trans advocate and therapist, the writers’ conceptions of gender are
inextricably intertwined with broader systemic issues. Labeled gender outlaws, gender rebels,
genderqueer, or simply human, the voices in Nonbinary illustrate what life could be if we allowed the
rigid categories of “man” and “woman” to loosen and bend. They speak to everyone who has
questioned gender or has paused to wonder, What does it mean to be a man or a woman—and why do
we care so much?

On the Scale of the World
Musab Younis

9780520389168

£25.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Black Studies (Global)

November 2022

University of California Press

This expansive history of Black political thought shows us the origins—and the echoes—
of anticolonial liberation on a global scale.

 
On the Scale of the World examines the reverberations of anticolonial ideas that spread across the
Atlantic between the two world wars. From the 1920s to the 1940s, Black intellectuals in Europe,
Africa, and the Caribbean established theories of colonialism and racism as structures that must be
understood, and resisted, on a global scale. In this richly textured book, Musab Younis gathers the
work of writers and poets, journalists and editors, historians and political theorists whose insights
speak urgently to contemporary movements for liberation.

 
Bringing together literary and political texts from Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, France, the United
States, and elsewhere, Younis excavates a vibrant and understudied tradition of international political
thought. From the British and French colonial occupations of West Africa to the struggles of African
Americans, the hypocrisy of French promises of 'assimilation,' and the many-sided attacks on the
sovereignties of Haiti, Liberia, and Ethiopia, On the Scale of the World shows how racialized
imperialism provoked critical responses across the interwar Black Atlantic. By transcending the
boundaries of any single imperial system, these counternarratives of global order enabled new ways of
thinking about race, nation, and empire. 

Pedigree
Lauren A. Rivera

9780691169279

£14.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Social Classes & Economic

Disparity

March 2016

Princeton University Press

How social class determines who lands the best jobs
 

Americans are taught to believe that upward mobility is possible for anyone who is willing to work
hard, regardless of their social status, yet it is often those from affluent backgrounds who land the best
jobs. Pedigree takes readers behind the closed doors of top-tier investment banks, consulting firms,
and law firms to reveal the truth about who really gets hired for the nation's highest-paying entry-level
jobs, who doesn’t, and why.

 
Drawing on scores of in-depth interviews as well as firsthand observation of hiring practices at some of
America’s most prestigious firms, Lauren Rivera shows how, at every step of the hiring process, the
ways that employers define and evaluate merit are strongly skewed to favor job applicants from
economically privileged backgrounds. She reveals how decision makers draw from ideas about talent—
what it is, what best signals it, and who does (and does not) have it—that are deeply rooted in social
class. Displaying the "right stuff" that elite employers are looking for entails considerable amounts of
economic, social, and cultural resources on the part of the applicants and their parents.

 
Challenging our most cherished beliefs about college as a great equalizer and the job market as a level
playing field, Pedigree exposes the class biases built into American notions about the best and the
brightest, and shows how social status plays a significant role in determining who reaches the top of
the economic ladder.

The Politics of Survival
Gladys L. Mitchell-Walthour

9780231207676

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Black Studies (Global)

August 2023

Columbia University Press

Poor Black women who benefit from social welfare are marginalized in a number of ways by
interlocking systemic racism, sexism, and classism. The media renders them invisible or casts them as
racialized and undeserving “welfare queens” who exploit social safety nets. Even when Black women
voters are celebrated, the voices of the poorest too often go unheard. How do Afro-descendant women
in former slave-holding societies survive amid multifaceted oppression?

 
Gladys L. Mitchell-Walthour offers a comparative analysis of how Black women social welfare
beneficiaries in Brazil and the United States defy systems of domination. She argues that poor Black
women act as political subjects in the struggle to survive, to provide food for their children and
themselves, and challenge daily discrimination even in dire circumstances. Mitchell-Walthour
examines the effects of social welfare programs, showing that mutual aid networks and informal labor
also play important roles in beneficiaries’ lives. She also details how Afro-descendant women perceive
stereotypes and discrimination based on race, class, gender, and skin color. Mitchell-Walthour
considers their formal political participation, demonstrating that low-income Black women support
progressive politics and that religious affiliation does not lead to conservative attitudes.

 
Drawing on Black feminist frameworks, The Politics of Survival confronts the persistent invisibility of
poor Black women by foregrounding their experiences and voices. Providing a wealth of empirical
evidence on these women’s views and survival strategies, this book not only highlights how systemic
structures marginalize them but also offers insight into how they resist such forces.
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Pornotopia
Paul Preciado

9781935408499

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Pornography

October 2019

Zone Books

Published for the first time in 1953, Playboy was not only the first pornographic popular magazine in
America; it also came to embody an entirely new lifestyle through the construction of a series of
utopian multimedia spaces — from the Playboy Mansion and fictional Playboy’s Penthouse of 1959 to
the Playboy Clubs and hotels appearing around the world in the 1960s. Simultaneously, the invention
of the contraceptive pill provided access to a biochemical technique that separated (hetero) sexuality
and reproduction.

 
Addressing these concurrent cultural shifts, Paul Preciado investigates the strategic relationships
between space, gender, and sexuality in popular sites related to the production and consumption of
pornography that have tended to reside at the margins of traditional histories of architecture: bachelor
pads, multimedia rotating beds, and design objects, among others.

 
Combining historical perspectives with contemporary critical theory, gender and queer theory, porn
studies, the history of technology, and a range of primary transdisciplinary sources — treatises on
sexuality, medical and pharmaceutical handbooks, architecture journals, erotic magazines, building
manuals, and novels — Pornotopia explores the use of architecture as a biopolitical technique for
governing sexual relations and the production of gender in the postwar United States.

The Princeton Guide to
Historical Research
Zachary Schrag

9780691198224

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Research

April 2021

Princeton University Press

The essential handbook for doing historical research in the twenty-first century
 

The Princeton Guide to Historical Research provides students, scholars, and professionals with the
skills they need to practice the historian's craft in the digital age, while never losing sight of the
fundamental values and techniques that have defined historical scholarship for centuries.

 
Zachary Schrag begins by explaining how to ask good questions and then guides readers step-by-step
through all phases of historical research, from narrowing a topic and locating sources to taking notes,
crafting a narrative, and connecting one's work to existing scholarship. He shows how researchers
extract knowledge from the widest range of sources, such as government documents, newspapers,
unpublished manuscripts, images, interviews, and datasets. He demonstrates how to use archives and
libraries, read sources critically, present claims supported by evidence, tell compelling stories, and
much more.

 
Featuring a wealth of examples that illustrate the methods used by seasoned experts, The Princeton
Guide to Historical Research reveals that, however varied the subject matter and sources, historians
share basic tools in the quest to understand people and the choices they made.

 
Offers practical step-by-step guidance on how to do historical research, taking readers
from initial questions to final publication
Connects new digital technologies to the traditional skills of the historian
Draws on hundreds of examples from a broad range of historical topics and approaches
Shares tips for researchers at every skill level

Purgatory Citizenship
Calvin John Smiley

9780520385993

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Criminology

May 2023

University of California Press

Reentry after release from incarceration is often presented as a story of redemption. Unfortunately,
this is not the reality. Those being released must navigate the reentry process with diminished legal
rights and amplified social stigmas, in a journey that is often confusing, complex, and precarious.
Making use of life-history interviews, focus groups, and ethnographic fieldwork with low-income
urban residents of color, primarily Black men, Calvin John Smiley finds that reentry requires the
recently released to negotiate a web of disjointed and often contradictory systems that serve as an
extension of the carceral system. No longer behind bars but not fully free, the recently released
navigate a state of limbo that deprives them of opportunity and support while leaving them locked in a
cycle of perpetual punishment. Warning of the dangers of reformist efforts that only serve to further
entrench carceral systems, Purgatory Citizenship advocates for abolitionist solutions rooted in the
visions of the people most affected.

Qualitative Literacy
Mario Luis Small

9780520390669

£21.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Research

August 2022

University of California Press

Suppose you were given two qualitative studies: one is a piece of empirically sound social science and
the other, though interesting and beautifully written, is not. How would you tell the
difference? Qualitative Literacy presents criteria to assess qualitative research methods such as in-
depth interviewing and participant observation. Qualitative research is indispensable to the study of
inequality, poverty, education, public health, immigration, the family, and criminal justice. Each of the
hundreds of ethnographic and interview studies published yearly on these issues is scientifically either
sound or unsound. This guide provides social scientists, researchers, students, evaluators, policy
makers, and journalists with the tools needed to identify and evaluate quality in field research.
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The Quantified Scholar
Juan Pablo Pardo-Guerra

9780231197816

£28.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

August 2022

Columbia University Press

Since 1986, the British government, faced with dwindling budgets and growing calls for public
accountability, has sought to assess the value of scholarly work in the nation’s universities.
Administrators have periodically evaluated the research of most full-time academics employed in
British universities, seeking to distribute increasingly scarce funding to those who use it best. How do
such attempts to quantify the worth of knowledge change the nature of scholarship?

 
Juan Pablo Pardo-Guerra examines the effects of quantitative research evaluations on British social
scientists, arguing that the mission to measure academic excellence resulted in less diversity and more
disciplinary conformity. Combining interviews and original computational analyses, The Quantified
Scholar provides a compelling account of how scores, metrics, and standardized research evaluations
altered the incentives of scientists and administrators by rewarding forms of scholarship that were
closer to established disciplinary canons. In doing so, research evaluations amplified publication
hierarchies and long-standing forms of academic prestige to the detriment of diversity. Slowly but
surely, they reshaped academic departments, the interests of scholars, the organization of disciplines,
and the employment conditions of researchers.

 
Critiquing the effects of quantification on the workplace, this book also presents alternatives to
existing forms of evaluation, calling for new forms of vocational solidarity that can challenge
entrenched inequality in academia.

Queer Career
Margot Canaday

9780691205953

£30.00

Hardcover

Social Science / LGBTQ+ Studies

January 2023

Princeton University Press

A masterful history of the LGBT workforce in America
 

Workplaces have traditionally been viewed as “straight spaces” in which queer people passed. As a
result, historians have directed limited attention to the experiences of queer people on the job. Queer
Career rectifies this, offering an expansive historical look at sexual minorities in the modern American
workforce. Arguing that queer workers were more visible than hidden and, against the backdrop of
state aggression, vulnerable to employer exploitation, Margot Canaday positions employment and fear
of job loss as central to gay life in postwar America.

 
Rather than finding that many midcentury employers tried to root out gay employees, Canaday sees an
early version of “don’t ask / don’t tell”: in all kinds of work, as long as queer workers were discreet,
they were valued for the lower wages they could be paid, their contingency, their perceived lack of
familial ties, and the ease with which they could be pulled in and pushed out of the labor market.
Across the socioeconomic spectrum, they were harbingers of post-Fordist employment regimes we
now associate with precarity. While progress was not linear, by century’s end some gay workers
rejected their former discretion, and some employers eventually offered them protection unattained
through law. Pushed by activists at the corporate grass roots, business emerged at the forefront of
employment rights for sexual minorities. It did so, at least in part, in response to the way that queer
workers aligned with, and even prefigured, the labor system of late capitalism.

 
Queer Career shows how LGBT history helps us understand the recent history of capitalism and labor
and rewrites our understanding of the queer past.

Sea Change
Christina Gerhardt

9780520304826

£30.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Human Geography

May 2023

University of California Press

“A stunning atlas of the present and future."—Rebecca Solnit, author of several books
including Infinite Cities: A Trilogy of Atlases—San Francisco, New Orleans, New York

 
This immersive portal to islands around the world highlights the impacts of sea level
rise and shimmers with hopeful solutions to combat it.

  
 Atlases are being redrawn as islands are disappearing. What does an island see when the sea rises? Sea
Change: An Atlas of Islands in a Rising Ocean weaves together essays, maps, art, and poetry to show
us—and make us see—island nations in a warming world.

 
Low-lying islands are least responsible for global warming, but they are suffering the brunt of it. This
transportive atlas reorients our vantage point to place islands at the center of the story, highlighting
Indigenous and Black voices and the work of communities taking action for local and global climate
justice. At once serious and playful, well-researched and lavishly designed, Sea Change is a stunning
exploration of the climate and our world's coastlines. Full of immersive storytelling, scientific
expertise, and rallying cries from island populations that shout with hope—"We are not drowning! We
are fighting!"—this atlas will galvanize readers in the fight against climate change and the choices we
all face.

Secular Cycles
Peter Turchin

9780691136967

£50.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Demography

August 2009

Princeton University Press

Many historical processes exhibit recurrent patterns of change. Century-long periods of population
expansion come before long periods of stagnation and decline; the dynamics of prices mirror
population oscillations; and states go through strong expansionist phases followed by periods of state
failure, endemic sociopolitical instability, and territorial loss. Peter Turchin and Sergey Nefedov
explore the dynamics and causal connections between such demographic, economic, and political
variables in agrarian societies and offer detailed explanations for these long-term oscillations--what
the authors call secular cycles.

 

Secular Cycles elaborates and expands upon the demographic-structural theory first advanced by Jack
Goldstone, which provides an explanation of long-term oscillations. This book tests that theory's
specific and quantitative predictions by tracing the dynamics of population numbers, prices and real
wages, elite numbers and incomes, state finances, and sociopolitical instability. Turchin and Nefedov
study societies in England, France, and Russia during the medieval and early modern periods, and
look back at the Roman Republic and Empire. Incorporating theoretical and quantitative history, the
authors examine a specific model of historical change and, more generally, investigate the utility of the
dynamical systems approach in historical applications.

 

An indispensable and groundbreaking resource for a wide variety of social scientists, Secular Cycles
will interest practitioners of economic history, historical sociology, complexity studies, and
demography.
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Sexual Politics
Kate Millett

9780231174251

£20.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Feminism & Feminist Theory

February 2016

Columbia University Press

A sensation upon its publication in 1970, Sexual Politics documents the subjugation of women in great
literature and art. Kate Millett's analysis targets four revered authors—D. H. Lawrence, Henry Miller,
Norman Mailer, and Jean Genet—and builds a damning profile of literature's patriarchal myths and
their extension into psychology, philosophy, and politics. Her eloquence and popular examples taught
a generation to recognize inequities masquerading as nature and proved the value of feminist critique
in all facets of life. This new edition features the scholar Catharine A. MacKinnon and the New Yorker
correspondent Rebecca Mead on the importance of Millett's work to challenging the complacency that
sidelines feminism.

Shaking Up the City
Tom Slater

9780520386228

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology / Urban

September 2021

University of California Press

Shaking Up the City critically examines many of the concepts and categories within mainstream urban
studies that serve dubious policy agendas. Through a combination of theory and empirical evidence,
Tom Slater “shakes up” mainstream urban studies in a concise and pointed fashion by turning on its
head much of the prevailing wisdom in the field. To this end, he explores the themes of data-driven
innovation, urban resilience, gentrification, displacement and rent control, neighborhood effects,
territorial stigmatization, and ethnoracial segregation.

 
 With important contributions to ongoing debates in sociology, geography, urban planning, and public
policy, this book engages closely with struggles for land rights and housing justice to offer numerous
insights for scholarship and political action to guard against the spread of an urbanism rooted in
vested interest.

 

Spiderweb Capitalism
Kimberly Kay Hoang

9780691229119

£25.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Developing & Emerging

Countries

September 2022

Princeton University Press

A behind-the-scenes look at how the rich and powerful use offshore shell corporations
to conceal their wealth and make themselves richer

 
In 2015, the anonymous leak of the Panama Papers brought to light millions of financial and legal
documents exposing how the superrich hide their money using complex webs of offshore vehicles.
Spiderweb Capitalism takes you inside this shadow economy, uncovering the mechanics behind the
invisible, mundane networks of lawyers, accountants, company secretaries, and fixers who facilitate
the illicit movement of wealth across borders and around the globe.

 
Kimberly Kay Hoang traveled more than 350,000 miles and conducted hundreds of in-depth
interviews with private wealth managers, fund managers, entrepreneurs, C-suite executives, bankers,
auditors, and other financial professionals. She traces the flow of capital from offshore funds in places
like the Cayman Islands, Samoa, and Panama to special-purpose vehicles and holding companies in
Singapore and Hong Kong, and how it finds its way into risky markets onshore in Vietnam and
Myanmar. Hoang reveals the strategies behind spiderweb capitalism and examines the moral
dilemmas of making money in legal, financial, and political gray zones.

 
Dazzlingly written, Spiderweb Capitalism sheds critical light on how global elites capitalize on risky
frontier markets, and deepens our understanding of the paradoxical ways in which global economic
growth is sustained through states where the line separating the legal from the corrupt is not always
clear.

The Stains of
Imprisonment
Alice Ievins

9780520383715

£30.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Criminology

January 2023

University of California Press

A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org.
 

Recent decades have seen a widespread effort to imprison more people for sexual violence. The Stains
of Imprisonment offers an ethnographic account of one of the worlds that this push has created: an
English prison for men convicted of sex offenses. This book examines the ways in which prisons are
morally communicative institutions, instilling in prisoners particular ideas about the offenses they
have committed—ideas that carry implications for prisoners' moral character. Investigating the moral
messages contained in the prosaic yet power-imbued processes that make up daily life in custody,
Ievins finds that the prison she studied communicated a pervasive sense of disgust and shame,
marking the men it held as permanently stained. Rather than promoting accountability, this message
discouraged prisoners from engaging in serious moral reflection on the harms they had caused.
Analyzing these effects, Ievins explores the role that imprisonment plays as a response to sexual harm,
and the extent to which it takes us closer to and further from justice.

https://doi.org/10.1525/luminos.143
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Study Gods
Yi–lin Chiang

9780691210483

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

August 2022

Princeton University Press

How privileged adolescents in China acquire status and why this helps them succeed
 

Study Gods offers a rare look at the ways privileged youth in China prepare themselves to join the
ranks of the global elite. Yi-Lin Chiang shows how these competitive Chinese high schoolers first
become “study gods” (xueshen), a term describing academically high-performing students. Constant
studying, however, is not what explains their success, for these young people appear god-like in their
effortless abilities to excel. Instead, Chiang explores how elite adolescents achieve by absorbing and
implementing the rules surrounding status.

 
Drawing from eight years of fieldwork and extensive interviews, Chiang reveals the important lessons
that Chinese youth learn in their pursuit of elite status. They understand the hierarchy of the status
system, recognizing and acquiring the characteristics that are prized, while avoiding those that are not.
They maintain status by expecting differential treatment and performing status-based behaviors,
which guide their daily interactions with peers, teachers, and parents. Lastly, with the help of
resourceful parents, they rely on external assistance in the face of potential obstacles and failures.
Chiang looks at how students hone these skills, applying them as they head to colleges and careers
around the world, and in their relationships with colleagues and supervisors.

Highlighting another facet of China’s rising power, Study Gods announces the arrival of a new
generation to the realm of global competition.

The Sum of Small Things
Elizabeth Currid-Halkett

9780691183176

£14.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Social Classes & Economic

Disparity

October 2018

Princeton University Press

In today’s world, the leisure class has been replaced by a new elite. Highly educated and defined by
cultural capital rather than income bracket, these individuals earnestly buy organic, carry canvas tote
bags, and breast-feed their babies. They care about discreet, inconspicuous consumption—like eating
free-range chicken and heirloom tomatoes, wearing organic cotton shirts and TOMS shoes, and
listening to the latest podcast. They use their purchasing power to hire nannies and housekeepers, to
cultivate their children’s growth, and to practice yoga and Pilates. In The Sum of Small Things,
Elizabeth Currid-Halkett dubs this new elite “the aspirational class” and discusses how, through deft
decisions about education, health, parenting, and retirement, they reproduce wealth and upward
mobility, deepening the ever-wider class divide. With a rich narrative and extensive interviews and
research, The Sum of Small Things illustrates how cultural capital leads to lifestyle shifts and examines
what these changes will mean for everyone.

Symbolic Interactionism
Blumer

9780520056763

£23.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

April 1986

University of California Press

This is a collection of articles dealing with the point of view of symbolic interactionism and with the
topic of methodology in the discipline of sociology. It is written by the leading figure in the school of
symbolic interactionism, and presents what might be regarded as the most authoritative statement of
its point of view, outlining its fundamental premises and sketching their implications for sociological
study. Blumer states that symbolic interactionism rests on three premises: that human beings act
toward things on the basis of the meanings of things have for them; that the meaning of such things
derives from the social interaction one has with one's fellows; and that these meanings are handled in,
and modified through, an interpretive process.

Text as Data
Justin Grimmer

9780691207551

£35.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Methodology

March 2022

Princeton University Press

A guide for using computational text analysis to learn about the social world
 

From social media posts and text messages to digital government documents and archives, researchers
are bombarded with a deluge of text reflecting the social world. This textual data gives unprecedented
insights into fundamental questions in the social sciences, humanities, and industry. Meanwhile new
machine learning tools are rapidly transforming the way science and business are conducted. Text as
Data shows how to combine new sources of data, machine learning tools, and social science research
design to develop and evaluate new insights.

 
Text as Data is organized around the core tasks in research projects using text—representation,
discovery, measurement, prediction, and causal inference. The authors offer a sequential, iterative, and
inductive approach to research design. Each research task is presented complete with real-world
applications, example methods, and a distinct style of task-focused research.

 
Bridging many divides—computer science and social science, the qualitative and the quantitative, and
industry and academia—Text as Data is an ideal resource for anyone wanting to analyze large
collections of text in an era when data is abundant and computation is cheap, but the enduring
challenges of social science remain.

Overview of how to use text as data
Research design for a world of data deluge
Examples from across the social sciences and industry
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Thinking Clearly with Data
Ethan Bueno de Mesquita

9780691214351

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Methodology

November 2021

Princeton University Press

An engaging introduction to data science that emphasizes critical thinking over
statistical techniques

 
An introduction to data science or statistics shouldn’t involve proving complex theorems or
memorizing obscure terms and formulas, but that is exactly what most introductory quantitative
textbooks emphasize. In contrast, Thinking Clearly with Data focuses, first and foremost, on critical
thinking and conceptual understanding in order to teach students how to be better consumers and
analysts of the kinds of quantitative information and arguments that they will encounter throughout
their lives.

 
Among much else, the book teaches how to assess whether an observed relationship in data reflects a
genuine relationship in the world and, if so, whether it is causal; how to make the most informative
comparisons for answering questions; what questions to ask others who are making arguments using
quantitative evidence; which statistics are particularly informative or misleading; how quantitative
evidence should and shouldn’t influence decision-making; and how to make better decisions by using
moral values as well as data. Filled with real-world examples, the book shows how its thinking tools
apply to problems in a wide variety of subjects, including elections, civil conflict, crime, terrorism,
financial crises, health care, sports, music, and space travel.

 
Above all else, Thinking Clearly with Data demonstrates why, despite the many benefits of our data-
driven age, data can never be a substitute for thinking.

 
An ideal textbook for introductory quantitative methods courses in data science,
statistics, political science, economics, psychology, sociology, public policy, and other
fields
Introduces the basic toolkit of data analysis—including sampling, hypothesis testing,
Bayesian inference, regression, experiments, instrumental variables, differences in

Thinking like an Economist
Elizabeth Popp Berman

9780691167381

£30.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Sociology

April 2022

Princeton University Press

The story of how economic reasoning came to dominate Washington between the 1960s
and 1980s—and why it continues to constrain progressive ambitions today

 
For decades, Democratic politicians have frustrated progressives by tinkering around the margins of
policy while shying away from truly ambitious change. What happened to bold political vision on the
left, and what shrunk the very horizons of possibility? In Thinking like an Economist, Elizabeth Popp
Berman tells the story of how a distinctive way of thinking—an “economic style of reasoning”—became
dominant in Washington between the 1960s and the 1980s and how it continues to dramatically
narrow debates over public policy today.

 
Introduced by liberal technocrats who hoped to improve government, this way of thinking was
grounded in economics but also transformed law and policy. At its core was an economic
understanding of efficiency, and its advocates often found themselves allied with Republicans and in
conflict with liberal Democrats who argued for rights, equality, and limits on corporate power. By the
Carter administration, economic reasoning had spread throughout government policy and laws
affecting poverty, healthcare, antitrust, transportation, and the environment. Fearing waste and
overspending, liberals reined in their ambitions for decades to come, even as Reagan and his
Republican successors argued for economic efficiency only when it helped their own goals.

 
A compelling account that illuminates what brought American politics to its current state, Thinking
like an Economist also offers critical lessons for the future. With the political left resurgent today,
Democrats seem poised to break with the past—but doing so will require abandoning the shibboleth of
economic efficiency and successfully advocating new ways of thinking about policy.

Trans
Jack Halberstam

9780520292697

£15.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Gender Studies

January 2018

University of California Press

In the last decade, public discussions of transgender issues have increased exponentially. However,
with this increased visibility has come not just power, but regulation, both in favor of and against trans
people. What was once regarded as an unusual or even unfortunate disorder has become an accepted
articulation of gendered embodiment as well as a new site for political activism and political
recognition. What happened in the last few decades to prompt such an extensive rethinking of our
understanding of gendered embodiment? How did a stigmatized identity become so central to U.S. and
European articulations of self? And how have people responded to the new definitions and
understanding of sex and the gendered body? In Trans*, Jack Halberstam explores these recent shifts
in the meaning of the gendered body and representation, and explores the possibilities of a
nongendered, gender-optional, or gender-queer future.

Transgender 101
Nicholas Teich

9780231157131

£16.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Gender Studies

March 2012

Columbia University Press

Written by a social worker, popular educator, and member of the transgender community, this well-
rounded resource combines an accessible portrait of transgenderism with a rich history of transgender
life and its unique experiences of discrimination. Chapters introduce transgenderism and its
psychological, physical, and social processes. They describe the coming out process and its effect on
family and friends, the relationship between sexual orientation, and gender and the differences
between transsexualism and lesser-known types of transgenderism. The volume covers the
characteristics of Gender Identity Disorder/Gender Dysphoria and the development of the transgender
movement. Each chapter explains how transgender individuals handle their gender identity, how
others view it within the context of non-transgender society, and how the transitioning of genders is
made possible. Featuring men who become women, women who become men, and those who live in
between and beyond traditional classifications, this book is written for students, professionals, friends,
and family members.
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The Trouble with Passion
Erin Cech

9780520303232

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology

November 2021

University of California Press

Probing the ominous side of career advice to "follow your passion," this data-driven
study explains how the passion principle fails us and perpetuates inequality by class,
gender, and race; and it suggests how we can reconfigure our relationships to paid
work.

  
 "Follow your passion" is a popular mantra for career decision-making in the United States. Passion-
seeking seems like a promising path for avoiding the potential drudgery of a life of paid work, but this
"passion principle"—seductive as it is—does not universally translate. The Trouble with Passion
reveals the significant downside of the passion principle: the concept helps culturally legitimize and
reproduce an exploited, overworked white-collar labor force and broadly serves to reinforce class, race,
and gender segregation and inequality.
 
 Grounding her investigation in the paradoxical tensions between capitalism's demand for ideal
workers and our cultural expectations for self-expression, sociologist Erin A. Cech draws on interviews
that follow students from college into the workforce, surveys of US workers, and experimental data to
explain why the passion principle is such an attractive, if deceptive, career decision-making mantra,
particularly for the college educated. Passion-seeking presumes middle-class safety nets and
springboards and penalizes first-generation and working-class young adults who seek passion without
them. The ripple effects of this mantra undermine the promise of college as a tool for social and
economic mobility. The passion principle also feeds into a culture of overwork, encouraging white-
collar workers to tolerate precarious employment and gladly sacrifice time, money, and leisure for
work they are passionate about. And potential employers covet, but won't compensate, passion among
job applicants. This book asks, What does it take to center passion in career decisions? Who gets ahead
and who gets left behind by passion-seeking? The Trouble with Passion calls for citizens, educators,
college administrators, and industry leaders to reconsider how we think about good jobs and, by
extension, good lives.

Unequal Childhoods
Annette Lareau

9780520271425

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Discrimination

September 2011

University of California Press

Class does make a difference in the lives and futures of American children. Drawing on in-depth
observations of black and white middle-class, working-class, and poor families, Unequal Childhoods
explores this fact, offering a picture of childhood today. Here are the frenetic families managing their
children's hectic schedules of "leisure" activities; and here are families with plenty of time but little
economic security. Lareau shows how middle-class parents, whether black or white, engage in a
process of "concerted cultivation" designed to draw out children's talents and skills, while working-
class and poor families rely on "the accomplishment of natural growth," in which a child's development
unfolds spontaneously—as long as basic comfort, food, and shelter are provided. Each of these
approaches to childrearing brings its own benefits and its own drawbacks. In identifying and analyzing
differences between the two, Lareau demonstrates the power, and limits, of social class in shaping the
lives of America's children.

 
The first edition of Unequal Childhoods was an instant classic, portraying in riveting detail the
unexpected ways in which social class influences parenting in white and African American families. A
decade later, Annette Lareau has revisited the same families and interviewed the original subjects to
examine the impact of social class in the transition to adulthood.

Unsaid
Lois Presser

9780520384941

£25.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Criminology

December 2022

University of California Press

Harm takes shape in and through what is suppressed, left out, or taken for granted. This book is a
guide to understanding and uncovering what is left unsaid—whether concealed or silenced,
presupposed or excluded. Drawing on a variety of real-world examples, narrative criminologist Lois
Presser outlines how to determine what or who is excluded from textual materials. With strategies that
can be added to the tool kits of social researchers and activists alike, Unsaid provides a richly layered
approach to analyzing and dismantling the power structures that both create and arise from what goes
without saying.

The Urban Brain
Nikolas Rose

9780691178608

£22.00

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Sociology / Urban

March 2022

Princeton University Press

Bridging the social and life sciences to unlock the mystery of how cities shape mental
health and illness

 
Most of the world’s people now live in cities and millions have moved from the countryside to the
rapidly growing megacities of the global south. How does the urban experience shape the mental lives
of those living in and moving to cities today? Sociologists study cities as centers of personal progress
and social innovation, but also exclusion, racism, and inequality. Psychiatrists try to explain the high
rates of mental disorders among urban dwellers, especially migrants. But the split between the social
and life sciences has hindered understanding of how urban experience is written into the bodies and
brains of urbanites. In The Urban Brain, Nikolas Rose and Des Fitzgerald seek to revive the
collaboration between sociology and psychiatry about these critical questions. Reexamining the
relationship between the city and the brain, Rose and Fitzgerald explore the ways cities shape the
mental health and illness of those who inhabit them.

 
Drawing on the social and life sciences, The Urban Brain takes an ecosocial approach to the vital city,
in which humans live and thrive but too often get sick and suffer. The result demonstrates what we can
gain by a vitalist approach to the mental lives of those migrating to and living in cities, focusing on the
ways that humans make, remake, and inhabit their urban lifeworlds.



18 • Distributed in Europe by John Wiley & Sons
+44 (0) 1243 843291 • customer@wiley.com • www.pubeasy.com

Very Important People
Ashley Mears

9780691227054

£12.99

Trade Paperback

Social Science / Social Classes & Economic

Disparity

August 2021

Princeton University Press

A sociologist and former fashion model takes readers inside the elite global party circuit
of "models and bottles" to reveal how beautiful young women are used to boost the
status of men

 
Million-dollar birthday parties, megayachts on the French Riviera, and $40,000 bottles of champagne.
In today's New Gilded Age, the world's moneyed classes have taken conspicuous consumption to new
extremes. In Very Important People, sociologist, author, and former fashion model Ashley Mears
takes readers inside the exclusive global nightclub and party circuit—from New York City and the
Hamptons to Miami and Saint-Tropez—to reveal the intricate economy of beauty, status, and money
that lies behind these spectacular displays of wealth and leisure.

 
Mears spent eighteen months in this world of "models and bottles" to write this captivating, sometimes
funny, sometimes heartbreaking narrative. She describes how clubs and restaurants pay promoters to
recruit beautiful young women to their venues in order to attract men and get them to spend huge
sums in the ritual of bottle service. These "girls" enhance the status of the men and enrich club owners,
exchanging their bodily capital for as little as free drinks and a chance to party with men who are rich
or aspire to be. Though they are priceless assets in the party circuit, these women are regarded as
worthless as long-term relationship prospects, and their bodies are constantly assessed against men's
money.

 
A story of extreme gender inequality in a seductive world, Very Important People unveils troubling
realities behind moneyed leisure in an age of record economic disparity.

Viral Justice
Ruha Benjamin

9780691222882

£25.00

Hardcover

Social Science / Sociology

October 2022

Princeton University Press

From the author of Race After Technology, an inspiring vision of how we can build a
more just world—one small change at a time

 
“A true gift to our movements for justice.”—Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim
Crow

 
Long before the pandemic, Ruha Benjamin was doing groundbreaking research on race, technology,
and justice, focusing on big, structural changes. But the twin plagues of COVID-19 and anti-Black
police violence inspired her to rethink the importance of small, individual actions. Part memoir, part
manifesto, Viral Justice is a sweeping and deeply personal exploration of how we can transform
society through the choices we make every day.

 
Vividly recounting her personal experiences and those of her family, Benjamin shows how seemingly
minor decisions and habits could spread virally and have exponentially positive effects. She recounts
her father’s premature death, illuminating the devastating impact of the chronic stress of racism, but
she also introduces us to community organizers who are fostering mutual aid and collective healing.
Through her brother’s experience with the criminal justice system, we see the trauma caused by
policing practices and mass imprisonment, but we also witness family members finding strength as
they come together to demand justice for their loved ones. And while her own challenges as a young
mother reveal the vast inequities of our healthcare system, Benjamin also describes how the support of
doulas and midwives can keep Black mothers and babies alive and well.

 
Born of a stubborn hopefulness, Viral Justice offers a passionate, inspiring, and practical vision of how
small changes can add up to large ones, transforming our relationships and communities and helping
us build a more just and joyful world.

When the Hood Comes Off
Rob Eschmann
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University of California Press

This timely, comprehensive study examines how racism manifests online and highlights
the antiracist tactics rising to oppose it

  
 From cell phone footage of police killing unarmed Black people to leaked racist messages and even
comments from friends and family on social media, online communication exposes how racism
operates in a world that pretends to be colorblind. In When the Hood Comes Off, Rob Eschmann
blends rigorous research and engaging personal narrative to examine the effects of online racism on
communities of color and society, and the unexpected ways that digital technologies enable innovative
everyday tools of antiracist resistance.

  
 Drawing on a wealth of data, including interviews with students of Color around the country and
analyses of millions of social media posts over the past decade, Eschmann investigates the influence of
online communication on face-to-face interactions. When the Hood Comes Off highlights the power of
the internet as an organizing tool, and shows that online racism can be a profound wake-up call. How
will we respond?

Whiteout
Helena Hansen
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£25.00
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University of California Press

The first critical analysis of how Whiteness drove the opioid crisis.
 

 In the past two decades, media images of the surprisingly white “new face” of the US opioid crisis
abounded. But why was the crisis so white? Some argued that skyrocketing overdoses were “deaths of
despair” signaling deeper socioeconomic anguish in white communities. Whiteout makes the
counterintuitive case that the opioid crisis was the product of white racial privilege as well as despair.

 
 Anchored by interviews, data, and riveting firsthand narratives from three leading experts—an
addiction psychiatrist, a policy advocate, and a drug historian—Whiteout reveals how a century of
structural racism in drug policy, and in profit-oriented medical industries led to mass white overdose
deaths. The authors implicate racially segregated health care systems, the racial assumptions of
addiction scientists, and relaxed regulation of pharmaceutical marketing to white consumers.
Whiteout is an unflinching account of how racial capitalism is toxic for all Americans.
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Whitewashing Race
Michael K. Brown
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In an updated new edition of this classic work, a team of highly respected sociologists,
political scientists, economists, criminologists, and legal scholars scrutinize the
resilience of racial inequality in twenty-first-century America.

  
 Whitewashing Race argues that contemporary racism manifests as discrimination in nearly every
realm of American life, and is further perpetuated by failures to address the compounding effects of
generations of disinvestment. Police violence, mass incarceration of Black people, employment and
housing discrimination, economic deprivation, and gross inequities in health care combine to deeply
embed racial inequality in American society and economy.

  
 Updated to include the most recent evidence, including contemporary research on the racially
disparate effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, this edition of Whitewashing Race analyzes the
consequential and ongoing legacy of "disaccumulation" for Black communities and lives. While some
progress has been made, the authors argue that real racial justice can be achieved only if we actively
attack and undo pervasive structural racism and its legacies.

The Work of the Dead
Thomas W. Laqueur
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The meaning of our concern for mortal remains—from antiquity through the twentieth
century

 
The Greek philosopher Diogenes said that when he died his body should be tossed over the city walls
for beasts to scavenge. Why should he or anyone else care what became of his corpse? In The Work of
the Dead, acclaimed cultural historian Thomas Laqueur examines why humanity has universally
rejected Diogenes's argument. No culture has been indifferent to mortal remains. Even in our
supposedly disenchanted scientific age, the dead body still matters—for individuals, communities, and
nations. A remarkably ambitious history, The Work of the Dead offers a compelling and richly detailed
account of how and why the living have cared for the dead, from antiquity to the twentieth century.

 
The book draws on a vast range of sources—from mortuary archaeology, medical tracts, letters, songs,
poems, and novels to painting and landscapes in order to recover the work that the dead do for the
living: making human communities that connect the past and the future. Laqueur shows how the
churchyard became the dominant resting place of the dead during the Middle Ages and why the
cemetery largely supplanted it during the modern period. He traces how and why since the nineteenth
century we have come to gather the names of the dead on great lists and memorials and why being
buried without a name has become so disturbing. And finally, he tells how modern cremation, begun
as a fantasy of stripping death of its history, ultimately failed—and how even the ashes of the victims of
the Holocaust have been preserved in culture.

 
A fascinating chronicle of how we shape the dead and are in turn shaped by them, this is a landmark
work of cultural history.

Work Pray Code
Carolyn Chen
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Princeton University Press

How tech giants are reshaping spirituality to serve their religion of peak productivity
 

Silicon Valley is known for its lavish perks, intense work culture, and spiritual gurus. Work Pray Code
explores how tech companies are bringing religion into the workplace in ways that are replacing
traditional places of worship, blurring the line between work and religion and transforming the very
nature of spiritual experience in modern life.

 
Over the past forty years, highly skilled workers have been devoting more time and energy to their jobs
than ever before. They are also leaving churches, synagogues, and temples in droves—but they have
not abandoned religion. Carolyn Chen spent more than five years in Silicon Valley, conducting a wealth
of in-depth interviews and gaining unprecedented access to the best and brightest of the tech world.
The result is a penetrating account of how work now satisfies workers’ needs for belonging, identity,
purpose, and transcendence that religion once met. Chen argues that tech firms are offering spiritual
care such as Buddhist-inspired mindfulness practices to make their employees more productive, but
that our religious traditions, communities, and public sphere are paying the price.

 
We all want our jobs to be meaningful and fulfilling. Work Pray Code reveals what can happen when
work becomes religion, and when the workplace becomes the institution that shapes our souls.


