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The first known abolitionist critique of the death penalty—here for the first time in
English

 

In 1764, a Milanese aristocrat named Cesare Beccaria created a sensation when he published On
Crimes and Punishments. At its centre is a rejection of the death penalty as excessive, unnecessary,
and pointless. Beccaria is deservedly regarded as the founding father of modern criminal-law
reform, yet he was not the first to argue for the abolition of the death penalty. Against the Death
Penalty presents the first English translation of the Florentine aristocrat Giuseppe Pelli's critique
of capital punishment, written three years before Beccaria's treatise, but lost for more than two
centuries in the Pelli family archives.

 

Peter Garnsey examines the contrasting arguments of the two abolitionists, who drew from
different intellectual traditions. Pelli was a devout Catholic influenced by the writings of natural
jurists such as Hugo Grotius, whereas Beccaria was inspired by the French Enlightenment
philosophers. While Beccaria attacked the criminal justice system as a whole, Pelli focused on the
death penalty, composing a critique of considerable depth and sophistication. Garnsey explores
how Beccaria's alternative penalty of forced labour, and its conceptualisation as servitude, were
embraced in Britain and America, and delves into Pelli's voluminous diaries, shedding light on
Pelli's intellectual development and painting a vivid portrait of an Enlightenment man of letters
and of conscience.

 

With translations of letters exchanged by the two abolitionists and selections from Beccaria's
writings, Against the Death Penalty provides new insights into eighteenth-century debates about

Against the Death Penalty –
Writings from the First
Abolitionists–Giuseppe Pelli
and Cesare Beccaria
Cesare Beccaria
9780691211947
£22.00 • $27.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
June 2024
Princeton University Press

Sanctions have become the go-to foreign policy tool for the United States. Coercive economic
measures such as trade tariffs, financial penalties, and export controls affect large numbers of
companies and states across the globe. Some of these penalties target nonstate actors, such as
Colombian drug cartels and Islamist terror groups; others apply to entire countries, including
North Korea, Iran, and Russia. U.S. policy makers see sanctions as a low-cost tactic, but in reality
these measures often fail to achieve their intended goals—and their potent side effects can even
harm American interests.

 

Backfire explores the surprising ways sanctions affect multinational companies, governments, and
ultimately millions of people around the world. Drawing on interviews with experts, policy makers,
and people in sanctioned countries, Agathe Demarais examines the unintended consequences of
the use of sanctions as a diplomatic weapon. The proliferation of sanctions spurs efforts to evade
them, as states and firms seek ways to circumvent U.S. penalties. This is only part of the story.
Sanctions also reshape relations between countries, pushing governments that are at odds with the
U.S. closer to each other—or, increasingly, to Russia and China.

 

Full of counterintuitive insights spanning a wide range of topics, from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
to Iran’s COVID response and China’s cryptocurrency ambitions, Backfire reveals how sanctions
are transforming geopolitics and the global economy—as well as diminishing U.S. influence. This
insider’s account is an eye-opening, accessible, and timely book that sheds light on the future of
sanctions in an increasingly multipolar world.

Backfire – How Sanctions
Reshape the World Against
U.S. Interests
Agathe Demarais
9780231216654
£17.99 • $22.00 • Paperback
Political Science / International Relations
February 2024
Columbia University Press

An innovative argument that vindicates our normative commitment to basic equality,
synthesising philosophy, history, and psychology

 

What makes human beings one another’s equals? That we are "basic equals" has become a bedrock
assumption in Western moral and political philosophy. And yet establishing why we ought to
believe this claim has proved fiendishly difficult, floundering in the face of the many inequalities
that characterise the human condition. In this provocative work, Paul Sagar offers a novel approach
to explaining and justifying basic equality. Rather than attempting to find an independent
foundation for basic equality, he argues, we should instead come to see our commitment to this
idea as the result of the practice of treating others as equals. Moreover, he continues, it is not
enough to grapple with the problem through philosophy alone—by just thinking very hard, in our
armchairs; we must draw insights from history and psychology as well.

 

Sagar writes that, as things stand, there appear to be no good arguments for believing in the truth
of basic equality. Indeed, for much of Western intellectual history and social practice, basic
inequality has been the default position. How is it then, Sagar asks, that in Western societies, in a
period of less than a century, basic equality emerged as the dominant view? Sagar approaches this
not as a mere philosophical puzzle, but as a dramatic historical development. In so doing, he shows
us what is at stake when human beings treat one another as equals just because they are human
beings.

Basic Equality
Paul Sagar
9780691255347
£30.00 • $35.00 • Hardcover
Philosophy / Political
June 2024
Princeton University Press

Liberal democracy is in crisis around the world, unable to address pressing problems such as
climate change. There is, however, another path—cooperation democracy. From consumer co-ops
to credit unions, worker cooperatives to insurance mutuals, nonprofits to mutual aid, countless
examples prove that people working together can extend the ideals of participatory democracy and
sustainability into every aspect of their lives. These forms of cooperation do not depend on electoral
politics. Instead, they harness the longstanding practices and values of cooperatives: self-
determination, democratic participation, equity, solidarity, and respect for the environment.

 

Bernard E. Harcourt develops a transformative theory and practice that builds on worldwide
models of successful cooperation. He identifies the most promising forms of cooperative initiatives
and then distills their lessons into an integrated framework: Coöperism. This is a political theory
grounded on recognition of our interdependence. It is an economic theory that can ensure
equitable distribution of wealth. Finally, it is a social theory that replaces the punishment paradigm
with a cooperation paradigm.

 

A creative work of normative critical theory, Cooperation provides a positive vision for addressing
our most urgent challenges today. Harcourt shows that by drawing on the core values of
cooperation and the power of people working together, a new world of cooperation democracy is
within our grasp.

Cooperation – A Political,
Economic, and Social Theory
Bernard E. Harcourt
9780231216661
£22.00 • $26.00 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Ideologies
July 2024
Columbia University Press
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A thorough investigation of the current combination of austerity and extravagance
that characterizes government spending and central bank monetary policy

 

At the close of the 1970s, government treasuries and central banks took a vow of perpetual self-
restraint. To this day, fiscal authorities fret over soaring public debt burdens, while central bankers
wring their hands at the slightest sign of rising wages. As the brief reprieve of coronavirus spending
made clear, no departure from government austerity will be tolerated without a corresponding act
of penance.

 

Yet we misunderstand the scope of neoliberal public finance if we assume austerity to be its sole
setting. Beyond the zero-sum game of direct claims on state budgets lies a realm of indirect
government spending that escapes the naked eye. Capital gains are multiply subsidized by a tax
system that reserves its greatest rewards for financial asset holders. And for all its airs of haughty
asceticism, the Federal Reserve has become adept at facilitating the inflation of asset values while
ruthlessly suppressing wages. Neoliberalism is as extravagant as it is austere, and this paradox
needs to be grasped if we are to challenge its core modus operandi.

 

Melinda Cooper examines the major schools of thought that have shaped neoliberal common sense
around public finance. Focusing, in particular, on Virginia school public choice theory and supply-
side economics, she shows how these currents produced distinct but ultimately complementary
responses to the capitalist crisis of the 1970s. With its intellectual roots in the conservative
Southern Democratic tradition, Virginia school public choice theory espoused an austere doctrine
of budget balance. The supply-side movement, by contrast, advocated tax cuts without spending
restraint and debt issuance without guilt, in an apparent repudiation of austerity. Yet, for all their

Counterrevolution –
Extravagance and Austerity
in Public Finance
Melinda Cooper
9781942130932
£28.00 • $32.00 • Hardcover
Political Science / History & Theory
May 2024
Princeton University Press

How did neoliberalism arise? Faced with the crises of the 1970s, a coalition of neoliberal
intellectuals, conservative politicians, and business interests carried out a vast project of walling off
the economy from democracy, ensuring the dominance of finance—or so the conventional story
goes. Democracy in Default offers a new perspective on the birth of neoliberalism, showing that
this common narrative confuses cause and effect. Financialization was not the offspring of
deregulation but the mechanism that allowed neoliberalism to take root.

 

Brian Judge argues that financialization was a nearly spontaneous response to a crisis within
liberalism. He examines how liberalism disavows the problem of distributive conflict, leaving it
vulnerable when those conflicts erupt. When the postwar growth engine began to slow, finance
promised a way out of the resulting political impasse, allowing liberal democracies to depoliticize
questions of distribution and sustain the existing social and economic order. Elected officials were
not simply captured or co-opted but willingly embraced financial solutions to their political
problems. Unleashing the financial imperative to generate monetary returns, however, ushered in
an all-encompassing transformation. Vivid case studies—the bankruptcy of Stockton, California;
the investment strategy of the California Public Employees’ Retirement System; and the 2008
financial crisis—illustrate how the priorities of financial markets radically altered liberal
democratic governance. Recasting the political and economic transformations of the past half
century, Democracy in Default offers a bracing new account of the relationship between
neoliberalism and financialization.

Democracy in Default –
Finance and the Rise of
Neoliberalism in America
Brian Judge
9780231213998
£30.00 • $35.00 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Conservatism & Liberalism
March 2024
Columbia University Press

An innovative examination of the shift by American political parties toward issue-
based differentiation

 

Recent Democratic and Republican party platforms display clear differences on such issues as
abortion, LGBTQ+ rights, gun control, and the environment. These distinctions reflect a
programmatic party system—that is, one in which policy positions serve as a key basis of electoral
competition. Yet party politics were not always so issue-oriented; the rise of policy positions as the
dominant marker of party appeal occurred largely over the last fifty years. In Divergent
Democracy, Katherine Krimmel examines this transformation of the American party system, using
innovative machine learning techniques to develop and present the first measure of party
differentiation on issues since Democrats and Republicans began competing with each other in
1856.

 

Why did the shift to issues-based party competition take more than a century to materialize?
Krimmel offers a groundbreaking theory, focusing on what aids and constrains parties’ abilities to
do the difficult, conflict-ridden work of developing issue positions. She argues that clientelistic
subnational party organizations, promising material support or jobs in return for votes, long
impeded programmatic partisanship while the growth of national party organizations facilitated it.
Moreover, institutions and agents of racial oppression extended the life of nonprogrammatic
practices, as they attempted to shield discriminatory laws and institutions from interparty
competition. Following the civil rights revolution of the 1960s, space opened for programmatic
competition to grow.

 

Divergent Democracy – How
Policy Positions Came to
Dominate Party Competition
Katherine Krimmel
9780691257969
£25.00 • $29.95 • Paperback
Political Science / American Government
July 2024
Princeton University Press

Elegant Legal Writing helps attorneys elevate their writing from passable to polished. Drawing on
ideas from cognitive science, stylistics, and litigation strategy, the book teaches practical techniques
by example using fast-paced chapters. Readers will learn the essentials of effective legal
composition:

 

Writing clear, efficient prose
Crafting strong arguments
Telling a client's story through a compelling narrative
Overcoming procrastination and drafting more productively

Readability, aesthetics, and argumentation are intertwined. Ryan McCarl shows how litigation
documents that are easier and more pleasant to read are more likely to persuade judges and other
busy readers. The book also discusses parts of legal writing that many guides overlook, including
sentence mechanics, writing technology, and typography.

Elegant Legal Writing
Ryan McCarl
9780520395794
£21.00 • $24.95 • Paperback
Law / Legal Writing
March 2024
University of California Press
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A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of
California Press's Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to
learn more.

 

Feminist Cyberlaw reimagines the field of cyberlaw through a feminist lens. Essays crafted for this
volume by emerging and established scholars and practitioners explore how gender, race, sexuality,
disability, class, and the intersections of these identities affect cyberspace and the laws that govern
it. This vibrant and visionary volume promises to build a movement of scholars whose work charts
a near future where cyberlaw is informed by feminism.

Feminist Cyberlaw
9780520388543
£30.00 • $34.95 • Paperback
Law / Computer & Internet
July 2024
University of California Press

Solving the global climate crisis through local partnerships and experimentation
 

Global climate diplomacy—from the Kyoto Protocol to the Paris Agreement—is not working.
Despite decades of sustained negotiations by world leaders, the climate crisis continues to worsen.
The solution is within our grasp—but we will not achieve it through top-down global treaties or
grand bargains among nations.

 

Charles Sabel and David Victor explain why the profound transformations needed for deep cuts in
emissions must arise locally, with government and business working together to experiment with
new technologies, quickly learn the best solutions, and spread that information globally. Sabel and
Victor show how some of the most iconic successes in environmental policy were products of this
experimentalist approach to problem solving, such as the Montreal Protocol on the ozone layer, the
rise of electric vehicles, and Europe’s success in controlling water pollution. They argue that the
Paris Agreement is at best an umbrella under which local experimentation can push the
technological frontier and help societies around the world learn how to deploy the technologies and
policies needed to tackle this daunting global problem.

 

A visionary book that fundamentally reorients our thinking about the climate crisis, Fixing the
Climate is a road map to institutional design that can finally lead to self-sustaining reductions in
emissions that years of global diplomacy have failed to deliver.

Fixing the Climate –
Strategies for an Uncertain
World
Charles F. Sabel
9780691224534
£16.99 • $19.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Public Policy /
Environmental Policy
April 2024
Princeton University Press

How to sustain an international system of cooperation in the midst of geopolitical
struggle

 

Can the international economic and legal system survive today’s fractured geopolitics?
Democracies are facing a drawn-out contest with authoritarian states that is entangling much of
public policy with global security issues. In Global Discord, Paul Tucker lays out principles for a
sustainable system of international cooperation, showing how democracies can deal with China and
other illiberal states without sacrificing their deepest political values. Drawing on three decades as
a central banker and regulator, Tucker applies these principles to the international monetary order,
including the role of the U.S. dollar, trade and investment regimes, and the financial system.

 

Combining history, economics, and political and legal philosophy, Tucker offers a new account of
international relations. Rejecting intellectual traditions that go back to Hobbes, Kant, and Grotius,
and deploying instead ideas from David Hume, Bernard Williams, and modern mechanism-design
economists, Tucker describes a new kind of political realism that emphasizes power and interests
without sidelining morality. Incentives must be aligned with values if institutions are to endure.
The connecting tissue for a system of international cooperation, he writes, should be legitimacy,
creating a world of concentric circles in which we cooperate more with those with whom we share
the most and whom we fear the least.

Global Discord – Values and
Power in a Fractured World
Order
Paul Tucker
9780691232089
£22.00 • $27.95 • Paperback
Political Science / History & Theory
May 2024
Princeton University Press

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of
California Press’s Open Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to
learn more.

 

Since the end of the Cold War, globalization—the process and the idea—has been reshaping the
world. Global studies scholarship has emerged to make sense of the transnational manifestations of
globalization: economic, social, cultural, ideological, technological, environmental, and
postcolonial. But a series of crises in the first two decades of the twenty-first century has put the
neoliberal globalization system of the 1990s under severe strain.

 
 Are we witnessing a turn toward “deglobalization,” intensified by the COVID-19 pandemic and the
war in Ukraine or a moment of “reglobalization,” spearheaded by digital technology? The
contributors to this book employ transdisciplinary research to assess past developments, the
current state, and future trajectories of globalization in light of today’s dynamics of insecurity,
volatility, and geopolitical tensions.

 

Globalization – Past, Present,
Future
9780520395756
£30.00 • $34.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Globalization
January 2024
University of California Press

https://doi.org/10.1525/luminos.190
https://doi.org/10.1525/luminos.172
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The Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) agenda is celebrated as a landmark global framework for
achieving gender equality in peace and security governance. Its power is visible in two decades of
United Nations resolutions, national action plans, regional initiatives, and countless activist,
academic, and philanthropic projects. Yet despite this vitality, it is haunted by failure, as a lack of
political will and stubborn patriarchal resistance frustrate its promise.

 

This book offers a groundbreaking critical account of the WPS agenda, exploring its evolution in
relation to the wider politics of global governance and feminism. Paul Kirby and Laura J. Shepherd
argue that WPS is not a settled, cohesive policy but a field in flux, defined and disrupted by a
growing number of national, supranational, subnational, and transnational agents who in turn act
on an expanding catalogue of threats, from climate change to homophobia, challenging traditional
boundaries of peace and security. Kirby and Shepherd reconceptualize WPS as a “policy
ecosystem,” tracing interaction and contestation around the agenda across levels from the UN
Security Council to military alliances to feminist activists. They combine analysis of a vast dataset
of policy documents with key informant interviews and close readings of diplomacy, statecraft, the
politics of indigeneity, counterinsurgency, antimilitarism, human rights, and the arms trade across
the first twenty years of WPS. Far-reaching and incisive, Governing the Feminist Peace poses a
provocative question: What if we abandoned the idea of the WPS agenda as a unified political
project altogether?

Governing the Feminist
Peace – The Vitality and
Failure of the Women, Peace,
and Security Agenda
Laura Shepherd
9780231205139
£30.00 • $35.00 • Paperback
Political Science / International Relations
April 2024
Columbia University Press

How did the United States descend into crisis, with institutions frayed, political violence mounting,
and democracy itself in peril? This timely book identifies how the Tea Party and its extremist
narratives laid the groundwork for the rise of Donald Trump, his MAGA movement, and the
January 6, 2021, assault on the Capitol.

Brigitte L. Nacos, Yaeli Bloch-Elkon, and Robert Y. Shapiro trace the escalation of a strain of
extremist rhetoric in right-wing political discourse after the inauguration of Barack Obama.
Drawing on extensive and in-depth analysis of political communication in both traditional media
and online spaces, they demonstrate how the dominant rhetorical styles of the Trump era were
pioneered by the Tea Party. A backlash to the election of the first Black president, this reactionary
social movement deployed violent language and spread anti-Obama paranoia, with the assistance
of media insiders, GOP leaders, and conservative advocacy groups. Donald Trump rose to political
prominence by hitching himself to the “birther” racist conspiracy theory, espoused by many Tea
Partiers, and drew from their aggressive and hyperpartisan repertoire. Ultimately, this book shows,
the increasingly violent rhetoric of right-wing extremists spilled over into real-world political
violence. Revealing the path the Tea Party blazed to Trump and the insurrectionists, Hate Speech
and Political Violence provides timely new insights into the threats facing American democracy.

Hate Speech and Political
Violence – Far–Right
Rhetoric from the Tea Party
to the Insurrection
Brigitte L. Nacos
9780231214353
£25.00 • $30.00 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Process / Media &
Internet
February 2024
Columbia University Press

Late one night in December 2008, police arrived at the home of Liu Xiaobo—China’s leading
dissident, a key figure in the prodemocracy manifesto Charter 08—and took him away. When Liu
won the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize as a political prisoner, the award was bestowed on an empty chair.
Inside China, the regime sought to erase every trace of his existence. Liu died of liver cancer in 2017
without ever having been allowed to return home.

 

I Have No Enemies is the definitive biography of Liu Xiaobo, offering a meticulously researched
account of the twists and turns of a remarkable life. Perry Link and Wu Dazhi explore Liu’s
upbringing, immersion in classical Chinese poetry and philosophy, bold challenges to literary
conformity, and involvement in democratic movements. They trace the lifelong evolution of his
thinking and chronicle his persecution, incarceration, and death.

 

I Have No Enemies emphasizes Liu’s principled commitment to dissent and the significance of the
example he set in China and around the world. Liu was a farsighted strategist whose ultimate goal
was “to change a regime by changing a society.” In Tiananmen Square, he showed others how to
face down armed soldiers; in daily life, he looked for ways to build a more democratic culture. A
powerful record of Liu’s life and times, this book also tells the story of a generation of Chinese
intellectuals who sought a better way forward.

I Have No Enemies – The Life
and Legacy of Liu Xiaobo
Perry Link
9780231216760
£22.00 • $28.00 • Paperback
Biography & Autobiography / Political
June 2024
Columbia University Press

Kenneth Waltz (1924–2013) is perhaps the most enduringly influential figure in international
relations theory of the second half of the twentieth century. He is considered the father of the
structural-realist or neorealist school, and his views on core questions, such as the causes of war or
the structure of the international system, are foundational to the field today and likely will remain
so for decades to come. Waltz’s writings on both theoretical and policy-related topics, from the
balance of power to the spread of nuclear weapons, continue to fuel debate.

 

This book is a groundbreaking intellectual biography of Kenneth Waltz, shedding new light on the
development and significance of his key contributions. Paul R. Viotti draws on extensive, candid
interviews with Waltz—starting with his German grandparents’ immigration to the United States—
as well as Waltz’s personal files and archival research to provide a nuanced account of the great
scholar’s life and thought. He traces the intellectual sources and personal experiences that shaped
Waltz’s work, including an intense Lutheran upbringing; service in World War II and the Korean
War; and the academic environments of Oberlin College, Columbia University, and the University
of California, Berkeley. Viotti examines the key influences on Waltz’s major works, Man, the State,
and War and Theory of International Politics, and analyzes their distinctive insights. Engaging
with the views of Waltz’s critics and featuring reminiscences from his colleagues, this book is a
compelling portrait of an intellectual titan.

Kenneth Waltz – An
Intellectual Biography
Paul R. Viotti
9780231178822
£30.00 • $35.00 • Hardcover
Political Science / International Relations
April 2024
Columbia University Press
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Why liberalism is all you need to lead a good, fun, worthy, and rewarding life—and
how you can become a better and happier person by taking your liberal beliefs more
seriously

 

Where do you get your values and sensibilities from? If you grew up in a Western democracy, the
answer is probably liberalism. Conservatives are right about one thing: liberalism is the ideology of
our times, as omnipresent as religion once was. Yet, as Alexandre Lefebvre argues in Liberalism as
a Way of Life, many of us are liberal without fully realizing it—or grasping what it means. Misled
into thinking that liberalism is confined to politics, we fail to recognize that it’s the water we swim
in, saturating every area of public and private life, shaping our psychological and spiritual outlooks,
and influencing our moral and aesthetic values—our sense of what is right, wrong, good, bad,
funny, worthwhile, and more. This eye-opening book shows how so many of us are liberal to the
core, why liberalism provides the basis for a good life, and how we can make our lives better and
happier by becoming more aware of, and more committed to, the beliefs we already hold.

 

A lively, engaging, and uplifting guide to living well, the liberal way, Liberalism as a Way of Life is
filled with examples from television, movies, stand-up comedy, and social media—from Parks and
Recreation and The Good Place to the Borat movies and Hannah Gadsby. Along the way, you’ll also
learn about seventeen benefits of being a liberal—including generosity, humor, cheer, gratitude,
tolerance, and peace of mind—and practical exercises to increase these rewards.

 

You’re probably already waist-deep in the waters of liberalism. Liberalism as a Way of Life invites
you to dive in.

Liberalism as a Way of Life
Alexandre Lefebvre
9780691203744
£25.00 • $29.95 • Hardcover
Philosophy / Political
July 2024
Princeton University Press

An invaluable reflection on the essence of liberal democracy—and an ideal
introduction to the work of political philosopher Raymond Aron

 

Liberty and Equality is the first English translation of the last lecture delivered at the Collège de
France by Raymond Aron, one of the most influential political and social thinkers of the twentieth
century. In this important work, the most prominent French liberal intellectual of the Cold War era
presents his views on the core values of liberal democracy: liberty and equality. At the same time,
he provides an ideal introduction to key aspects of his thought.

 

Ranging from Soviet ideology to Watergate, Aron reflects on root concepts of democracy and
representative government, articulates a notion of liberty or freedom as equal right as distinct from
equal outcome, and discusses different kinds of liberties: personal, political, religious, and social.
In search of a common truth or at least a common good, and analyzing what he perceives as the
crisis of liberal democracies, Aron opens a space for reexamining the relation between liberty and
equality.

Liberty and Equality
Raymond Aron
9780691226767
£16.99 • $19.95 • Hardcover
0
January 2024
Princeton University Press

Stanley Aronowitz was a towering figure on the American Left for over sixty years. Both a tireless
organizer and a militant social and political theorist, Aronowitz was a highly perceptive analyst of
class power. He was dedicated throughout his career to the development and circulation of
conceptual weapons for the working class and for all those who faced oppression within American
society.

 

Live Theory: The Stanley Aronowitz Reader brings together in thirteen seminal essays Aronowitz’s
theoretical contributions to fundamental questions regarding science, class, culture, and education,
alongside his pioneering interventions on labor, contract unionism, and the ongoing struggle for
radical democracy. It is a crucial introduction to an indispensable thinker.

Live Theory – The Stanley
Aronowitz Reader
Stanley Aronowitz
9781999798154
£20.00 • $24.00 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Communism, Post-Communism & Socialism
May 2024
Columbia University Press

A definitive biography of the French aristocrat who became one of democracy’s
greatest champions

 

In 1831, at the age of twenty-five, Alexis de Tocqueville made his fateful journey to America, where
he observed the thrilling reality of a functioning democracy. From that moment onward, the
French aristocrat would dedicate his life as a writer and politician to ending despotism in his
country and bringing it into a new age. In this authoritative and groundbreaking biography, leading
Tocqueville expert Olivier Zunz tells the story of a radical thinker who, uniquely charged by the
events of his time, both in America and France, used the world as a laboratory for his political
ideas.

 

Placing Tocqueville’s dedication to achieving a new kind of democracy at the center of his life and
work, Zunz traces Tocqueville’s evolution into a passionate student and practitioner of liberal
politics across a trove of correspondence with intellectuals, politicians, constituents, family
members, and friends. While taking seriously Tocqueville’s attempts to apply the lessons of
Democracy in America to French politics, Zunz shows that the United States, and not only France,
remained central to Tocqueville’s thought and actions throughout his life. In his final years, with
France gripped by an authoritarian regime and America divided by slavery, Tocqueville feared that
the democratic experiment might be failing. Yet his passion for democracy never weakened.

 

Giving equal attention to the French and American sources of Tocqueville’s unique blend of
political philosophy and political action, The Man Who Understood Democracy offers the richest,
most nuanced portrait yet of a man who, born between the worlds of aristocracy and democracy,
fought tirelessly for the only system that he believed could provide both liberty and equality.

The Man Who Understood
Democracy – The Life of
Alexis de Tocqueville
Olivier Zunz
9780691254142
£22.00 • $26.95 • Paperback
Biography & Autobiography / Philosophers
January 2024
Princeton University Press
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"The New Crusades is an intersectional milestone. It lucidly illustrates how
converging systems of subordination, power, and violence related to Islamophobia
are experienced across the globe."—Kimberlé Crenshaw, from the foreword 

 

The first book to examine global Islamophobia from a legal and ground-up
perspective, from renowned public intellectual Khaled A. Beydoun.

 
 Islamophobia has spiraled into a global menace, and democratic and authoritarian regimes alike
have deployed it as a strategy to persecute their Muslim populations. With this book, Khaled A.
Beydoun details how the American War on Terror has facilitated and intensified the network of
anti-Muslim campaigns unfolding across the world. The New Crusades is the first book of its kind,
offering a critical and intimate examination of global Islamophobia and its manifestations in
Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and regions beyond and in between.

 

Through trenchant analysis and direct testimony from Muslims on the ground, Beydoun
interrogates how Islamophobia acts as a unifying global thread of state and social bigotry,
instigating both liberal and right-wing hate-mongering. Whether imposed by way of hijab bans in
France, state-sponsored hate speech and violence in India, or the network of concentration camps
in China, Islamophobia unravels into distinct systems of demonization and oppression across the
post-9/11 geopolitical landscape. Lucid and poignant, The New Crusades reveals that Islamophobia
is not only a worldwide phenomenon—it stands as one of the world's last bastions of acceptable
hate.

The New Crusades –
Islamophobia and the Global
War on Muslims
Khaled A. Beydoun
9780520402690
£20.00 • $22.95 • Paperback
Political Science / World
March 2024
University of California Press

Oil is an unusual commodity in that individual decisions can have an outsized effect on the market.
OPEC+’s choice to increase production, for instance, might send prices falling, affecting both oil
producers and consumers worldwide. What do the leading oil market players consider before
making a fateful move?

 

Oil Leaders offers an unprecedented glimpse into the strategic thinking of top figures in the energy
world from the 1980s through the recent past. Ibrahim AlMuhanna—a close adviser to four
different Saudi oil ministers during that period—examines the role of individual and collective
decision making in shaping market movements. He analyzes how powerful individuals made
critical choices, tracking how they responded to the flow of information on pivotal market and
political events and predicted reactions from allies and adversaries. AlMuhanna highlights how the
media has played an increasingly important role as a conduit of information among multiple
players in the oil market. Energy leaders have learned to manage the signals they send to the
market and to other relevant players in order to avoid sending oil prices into a spiral.

 

AlMuhanna draws on personal familiarity with many of these individual decision makers as well as
his participation in decades of closed-door sessions where crucial choices were made. Featuring
revelatory behind-the-scenes perspective on pivotal oil market events and dynamics, this book is a
must-read for practitioners and policy makers engaged with the global energy world.

Oil Leaders – An Insider's
Account of Four Decades of
Saudi Arabia and OPEC's
Global Energy Policy
Ibrahim AlMuhanna
9780231216586
£20.00 • $25.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Middle Eastern
May 2024
Columbia University Press

A feminist biography of the only woman to become prime minister of Israel
 

In this authoritative and empathetic biography, Pnina Lahav reexamines the life of Golda Meir
(1898–1978) through a feminist lens, focusing on her recurring role as a woman standing alone
among men. The Only Woman in the Room is the first book to contend with Meir’s full identity as a
woman, Jew, Zionist leader, and one of the founders of Israel, providing a richer portrait of her
persona and legacy.

 

Meir, Lahav shows, deftly deflected misogyny as she traveled the path to becoming Israel’s fourth,
and only female, prime minister, from 1969 to 1974. Lahav revisits the youthful encounters that
forged Meir’s passion for socialist Zionism and reassesses her decision to separate from her
husband and leave her children in the care of others. Enduring humiliation and derision from her
colleagues, Meir nevertheless led in establishing Israel as a welfare state where social security,
workers’ rights, and maternity leave became law. Lahav looks at the challenges that beset Meir’s
premiership, particularly the disastrous Yom Kippur War, which led to her resignation and
withdrawal from politics, as well as Meir’s bitter duel with feminist and civil rights leader Shulamit
Aloni, Meir’s complex relationship with the Israeli and American feminist movements, and the
politics that led her to distance herself from feminism altogether.

 

Exploring the tensions between Meir’s personal and political identities, The Only Woman in the
Room provides a groundbreaking new account of Meir’s life while also illuminating the difficulties
all women face as they try to ascend in male-dominated fields.

The Only Woman in the Room
– Golda Meir and Her Path to
Power
Pnina Lahav
9780691239330
£20.00 • $23.95 • Paperback
Biography & Autobiography / Presidents &
Heads Of State
May 2024
Princeton University Press

A trenchant critique of established ideas in political philosophy and a provocative
call for change

 

Many contemporary political thinkers are gripped by the belief that their task is to develop an ideal
theory of rights or justice for guiding and judging political actions. But in Philosophy and Real
Politics, Raymond Geuss argues that philosophers should first try to understand why real political
actors behave as they actually do. Far from being applied ethics, politics is a skill that allows people
to survive and pursue their goals. To understand politics is to understand the powers, motives, and
concepts that people have and that shape how they deal with the problems they face in their
particular historical situations.

 

Philosophy and Real Politics both outlines a historically oriented, realistic political philosophy and
criticizes liberal political philosophies based on abstract conceptions of rights and justice.

Philosophy and Real Politics
Raymond Geuss
9780691258690
£13.99 • $16.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
June 2024
Princeton University Press



The University Press Group
Politics & Law 2024

7 • Distributed in Europe by John Wiley & Sons
+44 (0) 1243 843291 • customer@wiley.com • www.pubeasy.com

Why do armed groups employ terrorism in markedly different ways during civil wars? Drawing on
more than a decade of fieldwork, Andreas E. Feldmann examines the disparate behavior of actors
including guerrilla groups, state security forces, and paramilitaries during Colombia’s long and
bloody civil war. Analyzing the varieties of violence in this conflict, he develops a new theory of the
dynamics of terrorism in civil wars.

 

Feldmann argues that armed groups’ distinct uses—repertoires—of terrorism arise from their
particular organizational identities, the central and enduring attributes that distinguish one faction
from other warring parties. He investigates a range of groups that took part in the Colombian
conflict over the course of its evolution from ideological to criminal warfare, demonstrating that
organizational identity plays a critical role in producing and rationalizing violence. Armed parties
employ their unique repertoires as a means of communication to assert their relevance and
territorial presence and to differentiate themselves from enemies and rivals. Repertoires of
Terrorism is based on an extensive data set covering thousands of incidents, as well as interviews,
archival research, and testimony. It sheds new light on both armed groups’ use of violence in
Colombia’s civil war and the factors that shape terrorist activity in other conflicts.

Repertoires of Terrorism –
Organizational Identity and
Violence in Colombia's Civil
War
Andreas E. Feldmann
9780231213752
£30.00 • $35.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Caribbean & Latin
American
June 2024
Columbia University Press

We've known for decades that climate change is an existential crisis. For just as long, we've seen the
complete failure of our institutions to rise to the challenge. Governments have struggled to meet
even modest goals. Fossil fuel interests maintain a stranglehold on political and economic power.
Even though we have seen growing concern from everyday people, civil society has succeeded only
in pressuring decision makers to adopt watered-down policies. All the while, the climate crisis
worsens. Is there any hope of achieving the systemic change we need?

 

Dana R. Fisher argues that there is a realistic path forward for climate action—but only through
mass mobilization that responds to the growing severity and frequency of disastrous events. She
assesses the current state of affairs and shows why public policy and private-sector efforts have
been ineffective. Spurred by this lack of progress, climate activism has become increasingly
confrontational. Fisher examines the radical flank of the climate movement: its emergence and
growth, its use of direct action, and how it might evolve as the climate crisis worsens. She considers
when and how activism is most successful, identifying the importance of creating community,
capitalizing on shocking moments, and cultivating resilience. Clear-eyed yet optimistic, Saving
Ourselves offers timely insights on how social movements can take power back from deeply
entrenched interests and open windows of opportunity for transformative climate action.

Saving Ourselves – From
Climate Shocks to Climate
Action
Dana R. Fisher
9780231209304
£20.00 • $19.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Public Policy /
Environmental Policy
April 2024
Columbia University Press

A behind-the-scenes look at how the rich and powerful use offshore shell
corporations to conceal their wealth and make themselves richer

 

In 2015, the anonymous leak of the Panama Papers brought to light millions of financial and legal
documents exposing how the superrich hide their money using complex webs of offshore vehicles.
Spiderweb Capitalism takes you inside this shadow economy, uncovering the mechanics behind
the invisible, mundane networks of lawyers, accountants, company secretaries, and fixers who
facilitate the illicit movement of wealth across borders and around the globe.

 

Kimberly Kay Hoang traveled more than 350,000 miles and conducted hundreds of in-depth
interviews with private wealth managers, fund managers, entrepreneurs, C-suite executives,
bankers, auditors, and other financial professionals. She traces the flow of capital from offshore
funds in places like the Cayman Islands, Samoa, and Panama to special-purpose vehicles and
holding companies in Singapore and Hong Kong, and how it finds its way into risky markets
onshore in Vietnam and Myanmar. Hoang reveals the strategies behind spiderweb capitalism and
examines the moral dilemmas of making money in legal, financial, and political gray zones.

 

Dazzlingly written, Spiderweb Capitalism sheds critical light on how global elites capitalize on
risky frontier markets, and deepens our understanding of the paradoxical ways in which global
economic growth is sustained through states where the line separating the legal from the corrupt is
not always clear.

Spiderweb Capitalism – How
Global Elites Exploit Frontier
Markets
Kimberly Kay Hoang
9780691231259
£16.99 • $19.95 • Paperback
Social Science / Developing & Emerging
Countries
April 2024
Princeton University Press

Subordination did not simply fade away in the aftermath of colonialism. Instead, this illuminating
book shows, a host of subtle new techniques have arisen that dominate vast categories of people by
rendering them silent. Kevin Olson investigates how contemporary societies silence the subaltern:
sometimes a literal silencing, often a metaphor for other ways of making people unheard. Such
forms of silence make some people invisible, push others to the margins, and devalue the voices
and actions of still others.

 

Subaltern Silence traces the development of these techniques to the early years of European
colonialism, focusing on Haiti’s revolution and postcolonial trajectory. Exploring rich archives
from Europe and the postcolonial world, Olson critiques fundamental modern institutions and
technologies, such as the public sphere, the free press, and even progressively minded democratic
revolution, as sites of exclusion. With the emergence of postcoloniality, he argues, subordination
has become increasingly abstract, virtual, and symbolic. Nonetheless, it lies at the heart of
contemporary racial politics, divides Global South from Global North, and allocates privileges and
burdens in ways that are often scarcely perceptible. Engaging deeply with the thought of Gayatri
Spivak and Michel Foucault, Subaltern Silence offers a new genealogy of colonialism and
postcoloniality that is both historically informed and theoretically rich.

Subaltern Silence – A
Postcolonial Genealogy
Kevin Olson
9780231214476
£30.00 • $35.00 • Paperback
Political Science / Colonialism & Post-
Colonialism
May 2024
Columbia University Press
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How did ordinary Iraqis survive the occupation of their communities by the Islamic State? How did
they decide whether to stay or flee, to cooperate or resist? Based on an original survey from
Baghdad alongside key interviews in the field, this book offers an insightful account of how Iraqis
in different areas of the country responded to the rise and fall of the Islamic State.

 

Austin J. Knuppe argues that people adopt survival repertoires—a variety of social practices, tools,
organized routines, symbols, and rhetorical strategies—to navigate wartime violence and detect
threats. He traces how repertoires varied among different communities over the course of the
conflict. In areas insulated from insurgent control, such as cosmopolitan Baghdad, local residents
had the flexibility to support coalition forces while also voicing opposition to government policies.
For Iraqis in rural communities confronting insurgent control, collaboration and resistance
entailed significant risks. In Sunni-majority communities in the western desert, passive
acquiescence and active cooperation temporarily insulated Iraqis from insurgent victimization. For
ethnic and religious minorities in the north, however, flight or resistance proved the only viable
options. In many communities, local residents mobilized neighborhood self-defense groups and
militias loosely aligned with coalition forces once the tides turned against the Islamic State.

 

Beyond contributing to academic and policy debates about civilian protection during wartime,
Surviving the Islamic State foregrounds everyday people’s experiences while modeling an ethical
approach for conducting field research in conflict-affected communities.

Surviving the Islamic State –
Contention, Cooperation, and
Neutrality in Wartime Iraq
Austin Knuppe
9780231213875
£30.00 • $35.00 • Paperback
History / Wars & Conflicts / Iraq War (2003-
2011)
June 2024
Columbia University Press

Other books remind us of what we already know—that privacy is under great
pressure. James Rule provides a step-by-step plan to create a significantly more
private and authentically democratic world.

 
 Taking Privacy Seriously offers both a concise, hard-hitting assessment of the origins of today’s
privacy-eroding practices and a roadmap for creating robust new individual rights over our
personal data. Rule proposes eleven key reforms in the control and use of personal information, all
aimed at redressing the balance of power between ordinary citizens and data-hungry corporate and
government institutions.

 
 What a privacy-deprived America needs most is not less technology, Rule argues, but profound
political realignment. His eleven proposed reforms range from launching a major public-works
investment consisting of a series of websites publicly documenting the personal data uses of nearly
all government and private institutions; to instating a right for any citizen to withdraw from any
personal data system not required by law; to creating a universal property right over commercial
exploitation of data on oneself—so that no company or other organization could profit from use or
sale of such data without permission. Succinct and compelling, Taking Privacy Seriously explains
how we can refashion information technologies so that they serve human needs, not the other way
around.

Taking Privacy Seriously –
How to Create the Rights We
Need While We Still Have
Something to Protect
James B. Rule
9780520401587
£21.00 • $24.95 • Paperback
Social Science / Privacy & Surveillance
May 2024
University of California Press

Meet today's almost fascists and learn the warning signs to intercept them on the
road from populism to dictatorship.

 
 With The Wannabe Fascists, historian Federico Finchelstein offers a precise explanation of why
Trumpism and similar movements across the world belong to a new political breed, the last
outcome of the combined histories of fascism and populism: the wannabe fascists. This new type of
populist politician is typically a legally elected leader who, unlike previous populists who were
eager to distance themselves from fascism, turns to totalitarian lies, racism, and illegal means to
destroy democracy from within.

 

Drawing on almost three decades of research on the histories of fascism and populism around the
world, this book lays out in clear language what the author calls the "four pillars of fascism"—
xenophobia, propaganda, political violence, and ultimately dictatorship. Finchelstein carefully
explains how and why wannabe fascists like Trump, Bolsonaro, and Modi embrace the first three
pillars but don't quite succeed in dictatorship and total suppression of the popular vote. The
Wannabe Fascists stresses the importance of preventing despots from reaching this tipping point
and offers a clear warning for what's at stake.

The Wannabe Fascists – A
Guide to Understanding the
Greatest Threat to
Democracy
Federico Finchelstein
9780520392496
£21.00 • $24.95 • Hardcover
History / World
June 2024
University of California Press

Prescient essays about the state of our politics from the philosopher who predicted
that a populist demagogue would become president of the United States

 

Richard Rorty, one of the most influential intellectuals of recent decades, is perhaps best known
today as the philosopher who, almost two decades before the 2016 U.S. presidential election,
warned of the rise of a Trumpian strongman in America. What Can We Hope For? gathers nineteen
of Rorty’s essays on American and global politics, including four previously unpublished and many
lesser-known and hard-to-find pieces.

 

In these provocative and compelling essays, Rorty confronts the critical challenges democracies
face at home and abroad, including populism, growing economic inequality, and overpopulation
and environmental devastation. In response, he offers optimistic and realistic ideas about how to
address these crises. He outlines strategies for fostering social hope and building an inclusive
global community of trust, and urges us to put our faith in trade unions, universities, bottom-up
social campaigns, and bold political visions that thwart ideological pieties.

 

Driven by Rorty’s sense of emergency about our collective future, What Can We Hope For? is filled
with striking diagnoses of today’s political crises and creative proposals for solving them.

What Can We Hope For? –
Essays on Politics
Richard Rorty
9780691222905
£14.99 • $17.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
December 2023
Princeton University Press
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Tracing the origins of modern political thought through three sets of arguments over
history, morality, and freedom

 

In this wide-ranging work, Michael Sonenscher traces the origins of modern political thought and
ideologies to a question, raised by Immanuel Kant, about what is involved in comparing individual
human lives to the whole of human history. How can we compare them, or understand the results
of the comparison? Kant’s question injected a new, future-oriented dimension into existing
discussions of prevailing norms, challenging their orientation toward the past. This reversal made
Kant’s question a bridge between three successive sets of arguments: between the supporters of the
ancients and moderns, the classics and romantics, and the Romans and the Germans. Sonenscher
argues that the genealogy of modern political ideologies—from liberalism to nationalism to
communism—can be connected to the resulting discussions of time, history, and values, mainly in
France but also in Germany, Switzerland, and Britain, in the period straddling the French and
Industrial revolutions.

 

What is the genuinely human content of human history? Everything begins somewhere—
democracy with the Greeks, or the idea of a res publica with the Romans—but these local
arrangements have become vectors of values that are, apparently, universal. The intellectual
upheaval that Sonenscher describes involved a struggle to close the gap, highlighted by Kant,
between individual lives and human history. After Kant is an examination of that struggle’s
enduring impact on the history and the historiography of political thought.

After Kant – The Romans, the
Germans, and the Moderns in
the History of Political
Thought
Michael Sonenscher
9780691245638
£45.00 • $55.00 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
July 2023
Princeton University Press

A bracingly provocative challenge to one of our most cherished ideas and institutions
 

Most people believe democracy is a uniquely just form of government. They believe people have the
right to an equal share of political power. And they believe that political participation is good for us
—it empowers us, helps us get what we want, and tends to make us smarter, more virtuous, and
more caring for one another. These are some of our most cherished ideas about democracy. But
Jason Brennan says they are all wrong.

 

In this trenchant book, Brennan argues that democracy should be judged by its results—and the
results are not good enough. Just as defendants have a right to a fair trial, citizens have a right to
competent government. But democracy is the rule of the ignorant and the irrational, and it all too
often falls short. Furthermore, no one has a fundamental right to any share of political power, and
exercising political power does most of us little good. On the contrary, a wide range of social
science research shows that political participation and democratic deliberation actually tend to
make people worse—more irrational, biased, and mean. Given this grim picture, Brennan argues
that a new system of government—epistocracy, the rule of the knowledgeable—may be better than
democracy, and that it's time to experiment and find out.

 

A challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of the
knowledgeable, Against Democracy is essential reading for scholars and students of politics across
the disciplines.

 

Featuring a new preface that situates the book within the current political climate and discusses

Against Democracy
Jason Brennan
9780691178493
£17.99 • $20.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
October 2017
Princeton University Press

Jeffrey D. Sachs is one of the world's most perceptive and original analysts of global development.
In this major new work he presents a compelling and practical framework for how global citizens
can use a holistic way forward to address the seemingly intractable worldwide problems of
persistent extreme poverty, environmental degradation, and political-economic injustice:
sustainable development.

 

Sachs offers readers, students, activists, environmentalists, and policy makers the tools, metrics,
and practical pathways they need to achieve Sustainable Development Goals. Far more than a
rhetorical exercise, this book is designed to inform, inspire, and spur action. Based on Sachs's
twelve years as director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University, his thirteen years advising
the United Nations secretary-general on the Millennium Development Goals, and his recent
presentation of these ideas in a popular online course, The Age of Sustainable Development is a
landmark publication and clarion call for all who care about our planet and global justice.

The Age of Sustainable
Development
Je�rey D. Sachs
9780231173155
£38.00 • $44.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Public Policy /
Environmental Policy
April 2015
Columbia University Press

Today’s most urgent problems are fundamentally global. They require nothing less than concerted,
planetwide action if we are to secure a long-term future. But humanity’s story has always been on a
global scale. In this book, Jeffrey D. Sachs, renowned economist and expert on sustainable
development, turns to world history to shed light on how we can meet the challenges and
opportunities of the twenty-first century.

 

Sachs takes readers through a series of seven distinct waves of technological and institutional
change, starting with the original settling of the planet by early modern humans through long-
distance migration and ending with reflections on today’s globalization. Along the way, he
considers how the interplay of geography, technology, and institutions influenced the Neolithic
revolution; the role of the horse in the emergence of empires; the spread of large land-based
empires in the classical age; the rise of global empires after the opening of sea routes from Europe
to Asia and the Americas; and the industrial age. The dynamics of these past waves, Sachs
demonstrates, offer fresh perspective on the ongoing processes taking place in our own time—a
globalization based on digital technologies. Sachs emphasizes the need for new methods of
international governance and cooperation to prevent conflicts and to achieve economic, social, and
environmental objectives aligned with sustainable development. The Ages of Globalization is a
vital book for all readers aiming to make sense of our rapidly changing world.

The Ages of Globalization –
Geography, Technology, and
Institutions
Je�rey D. Sachs
9780231193740
£22.00 • $26.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Globalization
June 2020
Columbia University Press
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How to put democracy at the heart of AI governance
 

Artificial intelligence and machine learning are reshaping our world. Police forces use them to
decide where to send police officers, judges to decide whom to release on bail, welfare agencies to
decide which children are at risk of abuse, and Facebook and Google to rank content and distribute
ads. In these spheres, and many others, powerful prediction tools are changing how decisions are
made, narrowing opportunities for the exercise of judgment, empathy, and creativity. In
Algorithms for the People, Josh Simons flips the narrative about how we govern these
technologies. Instead of examining the impact of technology on democracy, he explores how to put
democracy at the heart of AI governance.

 

Drawing on his experience as a research fellow at Harvard University, a visiting research scientist
on Facebook’s Responsible AI team, and a policy advisor to the UK’s Labour Party, Simons gets
under the hood of predictive technologies, offering an accessible account of how they work, why
they matter, and how to regulate the institutions that build and use them.

 

He argues that prediction is political: human choices about how to design and use predictive tools
shape their effects. Approaching predictive technologies through the lens of political theory casts
new light on how democracies should govern political choices made outside the sphere of
representative politics. Showing the connection between technology regulation and democratic
reform, Simons argues that we must go beyond conventional theorizing of AI ethics to wrestle with
fundamental moral and political questions about how the governance of technology can support
the flourishing of democracy.

Algorithms for the People –
Democracy in the Age of AI
Josh Simons
9780691244006
£25.00 • $29.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Public Policy /
Communication Policy
March 2023
Princeton University Press

The Middle East is one of the world’s most volatile regions. In recent years, from the optimism and
then crushing disappointment of the Arab uprisings through the rise and fall of the Islamic State, it
has presented key international security challenges. With the resilient jihadi terror threat, large-
scale migration due to warfare and climate change, and fierce competition for control over oil, it
promises to continue to be a powder keg. What ignited this instability?

 

Away from Chaos is a sweeping political history of four decades of Middle East conflict and its
worldwide ramifications. Gilles Kepel, called “France’s most famous scholar of Islam” by the New
York Times, offers a clear and persuasive narrative of the long-term causes of tension while
seamlessly incorporating on-the-ground observations and personal experiences from the people
who lived through them.

 

From the Yom Kippur/Ramadan war of 1973 to the aftermath of the Arab Spring, Away from
Chaos weaves together the various threads that run through Middle East politics and ties them to
their implications on the global stage. With keen insight stemming from decades of experience in
the region, Kepel puts these chaotic decades in perspective and illuminates their underlying
dynamics. He also considers the prospects of emerging from this long-lasting turmoil and for the
people of the Middle East and the world to achieve a more stable future.

Away from Chaos – The
Middle East and the
Challenge to the West
Gilles Kepel
9780231197038
£22.00 • $26.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Middle Eastern
November 2023
Columbia University Press

What an intensely divisive election portends for American politics
 

The year 2020 was a tumultuous time in American politics. It brought a global pandemic, protests
for racial justice, and a razor-thin presidential election outcome. It culminated in an attack on the
U.S. Capitol that attempted to deny Joe Biden’s victory. The Bitter End explores the long-term
trends and short-term shocks that shaped this dramatic year and what these changes could mean
for the future.

 

John Sides, Chris Tausanovitch, and Lynn Vavreck demonstrate that Trump’s presidency
intensified the partisan politics of the previous decades and the identity politics of the 2016
election. Presidential elections have become calcified, with less chance of big swings in either
party’s favor. Republicans remained loyal to Trump and kept the election close, despite Trump’s
many scandals, a recession, and the pandemic. But in a narrowly divided electorate even small
changes can have big consequences. The pandemic was a case in point: when Trump pushed to
reopen the country even as infections mounted, support for Biden increased. The authors explain
that, paradoxically, even as Biden’s win came at a time of heightened party loyalty, there remained
room for shifts that shaped the election’s outcome. Ultimately, the events of 2020 showed that
instead of the country coming together to face national challenges—the pandemic, George Floyd’s
murder, and the Capitol riot—these challenges only reinforced divisions.

 

Expertly chronicling the tensions of an election that came to an explosive finish, The Bitter End
presents a detailed account of a year of crises and the dangerous direction in which the country is
headed.

The Bitter End – The 2020
Presidential Campaign and
the Challenge to American
Democracy
John Sides
9780691243733
£16.99 • $19.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Process /
Campaigns & Elections
November 2023
Princeton University Press

A powerful case for democracy and how it can adapt and survive—if we want it to
 

Is democracy in trouble, perhaps even dying? Pundits say so, and polls show that most Americans
believe that their country’s system of governance is being “tested” or is “under attack.” But is the
future of democracy necessarily so dire? In The Civic Bargain, Brook Manville and Josiah Ober
push back against the prevailing pessimism about the fate of democracy around the world. Instead
of an epitaph for democracy, they offer a guide for democratic renewal, calling on citizens to
recommit to a “civic bargain” with one another to guarantee civic rights of freedom, equality, and
dignity. That bargain also requires them to fulfill the duties of democratic citizenship: governing
themselves with no “boss” except one another, embracing compromise, treating each other as civic
friends, and investing in civic education for each rising generation.

 

Manville and Ober trace the long progression toward self-government through four key moments
in democracy’s history: Classical Athens, Republican Rome, Great Britain’s constitutional
monarchy, and America’s founding. Comparing what worked and what failed in each case, they
draw out lessons for how modern democracies can survive and thrive. Manville and Ober show that
democracy isn’t about getting everything we want; it’s about agreeing on a shared framework for
pursuing our often conflicting aims. Crucially, citizens need to be able to compromise, and must
not treat one another as political enemies. And we must accept imperfection; democracy is never
finished but evolves and renews itself continually. As long as the civic bargain is maintained—
through deliberation, bargaining, and compromise—democracy will live.

The Civic Bargain – How
Democracy Survives
Brook Manville
9780691218601
£25.00 • $29.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Democracy
November 2023
Princeton University Press
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Money in the history of political thought, from ancient Greece to the Great Inflation
of the 1970s

 

In the wake of the 2008 financial crisis, critical attention has shifted from the economy to the most
fundamental feature of all market economies—money. Yet despite the centrality of political
struggles over money, it remains difficult to articulate its democratic possibilities and limits. The
Currency of Politics takes readers from ancient Greece to today to provide an intellectual history of
money, drawing on the insights of key political philosophers to show how money is not just a
medium of exchange but also a central institution of political rule.

 

Money appears to be beyond the reach of democratic politics, but this appearance—like so much
about money—is deceptive. Even when the politics of money is impossible to ignore, its proper
democratic role can be difficult to discern. Stefan Eich examines six crucial episodes of monetary
crisis, recovering the neglected political theories of money in the thought of such figures as
Aristotle, John Locke, Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Karl Marx, and John Maynard Keynes. He shows
how these layers of crisis have come to define the way we look at money, and argues that informed
public debate about money requires a better appreciation of the diverse political struggles over its
meaning.

 

Recovering foundational ideas at the intersection of monetary rule and democratic politics, The
Currency of Politics explains why only through greater awareness of the historical limits of
monetary politics can we begin to articulate more democratic conceptions of money.

The Currency of Politics –
The Political Theory of
Money from Aristotle to
Keynes
Stefan Eich
9780691235431
£18.99 • $22.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
October 2023
Princeton University Press

An inside view of Chinese academia and what it reveals about China’s political system
 

On January 1, 2017, Daniel Bell was appointed dean of the School of Political Science and Public
Administration at Shandong University—the first foreign dean of a political science faculty in
mainland China’s history. In The Dean of Shandong, Bell chronicles his experiences as what he
calls “a minor bureaucrat,” offering an inside account of the workings of Chinese academia and
what they reveal about China’s political system. It wasn’t all smooth sailing—Bell wryly recounts
sporadic bungles and misunderstandings—but Bell’s post as dean provides a unique vantage point
on China today.

 

Bell, neither a Chinese citizen nor a member of the Chinese Communist Party, was appointed as
dean because of his scholarly work on Confucianism—but soon found himself coping with a variety
of issues having little to do with scholarship or Confucius. These include the importance of hair
color and the prevalence of hair-dyeing among university administrators, both male and female;
Shandong’s drinking culture, with endless toasts at every shared meal; and some unintended
consequences of an intensely competitive academic meritocracy. As dean, he also confronts
weightier matters: the role at the university of the Party secretary, the national anticorruption
campaign and its effect on academia (Bell asks provocatively, “What’s wrong with corruption?”),
and formal and informal modes of censorship. Considering both the revival of Confucianism in
China over the last three decades and what he calls “the Communist comeback” since 2008, Bell
predicts that China’s political future is likely to be determined by both Confucianism and
Communism.

The Dean of Shandong –
Confessions of a Minor
Bureaucrat at a Chinese
University
Daniel A. Bell
9780691247120
£22.00 • $27.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Communism, Post-Communism & Socialism
March 2023
Princeton University Press

Why leaders, not citizens, are the driving force in Europe’s crisis of democracy
 

A seeming explosion of support for right-wing populist parties has triggered widespread fears that
liberal democracy is facing its worst crisis since the 1930s. Democracy Erodes from the Top reveals
that the real crisis stems not from an increasingly populist public but from political leaders who
exploit or mismanage the chronic vulnerabilities of democracy.

 

In this provocative book, Larry Bartels dismantles the pervasive myth of a populist wave in
contemporary European public opinion. While there has always been a substantial reservoir of
populist sentiment, Europeans are no less trusting of their politicians and parliaments than they
were two decades ago, no less enthusiastic about European integration, and no less satisfied with
the workings of democracy. Anti-immigrant sentiment has waned. Electoral support for right-wing
populist parties has increased only modestly, reflecting the idiosyncratic successes of populist
entrepreneurs, the failures of mainstream parties, and media hype. Europe’s most sobering
examples of democratic backsliding—in Hungary and Poland—occurred not because voters wanted
authoritarianism but because conventional conservative parties, once elected, seized opportunities
to entrench themselves in power.

 

By demonstrating the inadequacy of conventional bottom-up interpretations of Europe’s political
crisis, Democracy Erodes from the Top turns our understanding of democratic politics upside
down.

Democracy Erodes from the
Top – Leaders, Citizens, and
the Challenge of Populism in
Europe
Larry M. Bartels
9780691244501
£25.00 • $29.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Democracy
April 2023
Princeton University Press

Why our belief in government by the people is unrealistic—and what we can do about
it

 

Democracy for Realists assails the romantic folk-theory at the heart of contemporary thinking
about democratic politics and government, and offers a provocative alternative view grounded in
the actual human nature of democratic citizens.

 

Christopher Achen and Larry Bartels deploy a wealth of social-scientific evidence, including
ingenious original analyses of topics ranging from abortion politics and budget deficits to the Great
Depression and shark attacks, to show that the familiar ideal of thoughtful citizens steering the ship
of state from the voting booth is fundamentally misguided. They demonstrate that voters—even
those who are well informed and politically engaged—mostly choose parties and candidates on the
basis of social identities and partisan loyalties, not political issues. They also show that voters
adjust their policy views and even their perceptions of basic matters of fact to match those loyalties.
When parties are roughly evenly matched, elections often turn on irrelevant or misleading
considerations such as economic spurts or downturns beyond the incumbents' control; the
outcomes are essentially random. Thus, voters do not control the course of public policy, even
indirectly.

 

Achen and Bartels argue that democratic theory needs to be founded on identity groups and
political parties, not on the preferences of individual voters. Now with new analysis of the 2016
elections, Democracy for Realists provides a powerful challenge to conventional thinking, pointing
the way toward a fundamentally different understanding of the realities and potential of
democratic government.

Democracy for Realists –
Why Elections Do Not
Produce Responsive
Government
Christopher H. Achen
9780691178240
£20.00 • $23.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Democracy
September 2017
Princeton University Press
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A bold vision of liberal humanism for navigating today’s complex world of growing
identity politics and rising nationalism

 

Collective identities such as race, nationality, religion, gender, and sexuality clamor for recognition
and respect, sometimes at the expense of other things we value. To what extent do they constrain
our freedom, and to what extent do they enable our individuality? Is diversity of value in itself? Has
the rhetoric of human rights been overstretched? Kwame Anthony Appiah draws on thinkers
through the ages and across the globe to explore such questions, developing an account of ethics
that connects moral obligations with collective allegiances and that takes aim at clichés and
received ideas about identity. This classic book takes seriously both the claims of individuality—the
task of making a life—and the claims of identity, these large and often abstract social categories
through which we define ourselves.

The Ethics of Identity
Kwame Anthony Appiah
9780691254074
£16.99 • $19.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
October 2023
Princeton University Press

In recent years, a little-known research group named Forensic Architecture began using novel
research methods to undertake a series of investigations into human rights abuses. Today, the
group provides crucial evidence for international courts and works with a wide range of activist
groups, NGOs, Amnesty International, and the UN.

 

Beyond shedding new light on human rights violations and state crimes across the globe, Forensic
Architecture has also created a new form of investigative practice that bears its name. The group
uses architecture as an optical device to investigate armed conflicts and environmental destruction,
as well as to cross-reference a variety of evidence sources, such as new media, remote sensing,
material analysis, witness testimony, and crowd-sourcing.

 

In Forensic Architecture, Eyal Weizman, the group’s founder, provides, for the first time, an in-
depth introduction to the history, practice, assumptions, potentials, and double binds of this
practice. The book includes an extensive array of images, maps, and detailed documentation that
records the intricate work the group has performed.

 

Included in this volume are case studies that traverse multiple scales and durations, ranging from
the analysis of the shrapnel fragments in a room struck by drones in Pakistan, the reconstruction of
a contested shooting in the West Bank, the architectural recreation of a secret Syrian detention
center from the memory of its survivors, a blow-by-blow account of a day-long battle in Gaza, and
an investigation of environmental violence and climate change in the Guatemalan highlands and
elsewhere.

 

Weizman’s Forensic Architecture, stunning and shocking in its critical narrative, powerful images,

Forensic Architecture –
Violence at the Threshold of
Detectability
Eyal Weizman
9781935408871
£35.00 • $39.95 • Paperback
Law / Forensic Science
October 2019
Zone Books – MIT

A provocative new history of liberalism that also provides a road map for today’s
liberals

 

Freedom from Fear offers a striking new account of the dominant political and social theory of our
time: liberalism. In a pathbreaking reframing of the historical debate, Alan Kahan charts the
development of Western liberalism from the late eighteenth century to the present. Examining key
liberal thinkers and issues, Kahan shows how liberalism is both a response to fear and a source of
hope: the search for a world in which no one need be afraid.

 

Freedom from Fear reveals how liberal arguments typically rely on three pillars: freedom, markets,
and morals. But when liberals ignore one or more of these pillars, their arguments generally fail to
persuade. Extending from Adam Smith and Montesquieu to today’s battles between liberals and
populists, the book examines the twists and turns of the “incomplete” or unfinished liberal
tradition while demonstrating its fundamental continuity. It combines fresh accounts of familiar
figures such as Tocqueville and Rawls with discussions of less-famous but pivotal thinkers such as
A. V. Dicey and Jane Addams, and explores how liberals have dealt with crucial issues, from
debates over male and female suffrage to colonialism and liberal anti-Catholicism.

 

By transforming our understanding of the history of liberal thought and practice, Freedom from
Fear provides a new picture of the political creed today: the paths liberals need to follow, the
questions they need to answer, and the dead ends they must avoid—if they are to win.

Freedom from Fear – An
Incomplete History of
Liberalism
Alan S. Kahan
9780691191287
£38.00 • $45.00 • Hardcover
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Conservatism & Liberalism
October 2023
Princeton University Press

The Habsburg Empire's grand strategy for outmaneuvering and outlasting stronger
rivals in a complicated geopolitical world

 

The Empire of Habsburg Austria faced more enemies than any other European great power.
Flanked on four sides by rivals, it possessed few of the advantages that explain successful empires.
Yet somehow Austria endured, outlasting Ottoman sieges, Frederick the Great, and Napoleon. A.
Wess Mitchell tells the story of how this cash-strapped, polyglot empire survived for centuries in
Europe's most dangerous neighborhood without succumbing to the pressures of multisided
warfare. He shows how the Habsburgs played the long game in geopolitics, corralling friend and
foe alike into voluntarily managing the empire's lengthy frontiers and extending a benign
hegemony across the turbulent lands of middle Europe. The Grand Strategy of the Habsburg
Empire offers lessons on how to navigate a messy geopolitical map, stand firm without the
advantage of military predominance, and prevail against multiple rivals.

The Grand Strategy of the
Habsburg Empire
A. Wess Mitchell
9780691196442
£22.00 • $26.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Geopolitics
October 2019
Princeton University Press
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For the first time, the full story of the conflict between two of the twentieth century’s
most important thinkers—and the lessons their disagreements continue to offer

 

Two of the most iconic thinkers of the twentieth century, Hannah Arendt (1906–1975) and Isaiah
Berlin (1909–1997) fundamentally disagreed on central issues in politics, history and philosophy.
In spite of their overlapping lives and experiences as Jewish émigré intellectuals, Berlin disliked
Arendt intensely, saying that she represented “everything that I detest most,” while Arendt met
Berlin’s hostility with indifference and suspicion. Written in a lively style, and filled with drama,
tragedy and passion, Hannah Arendt and Isaiah Berlin tells, for the first time, the full story of the
fraught relationship between these towering figures, and shows how their profoundly different
views continue to offer important lessons for political thought today.

 

Drawing on a wealth of new archival material, Kei Hiruta traces the Arendt–Berlin conflict, from
their first meeting in wartime New York through their widening intellectual chasm during the
1950s, the controversy over Arendt’s 1963 book Eichmann in Jerusalem, their final missed
opportunity to engage with each other at a 1967 conference and Berlin’s continuing animosity
toward Arendt after her death. Hiruta blends political philosophy and intellectual history to
examine key issues that simultaneously connected and divided Arendt and Berlin, including the
nature of totalitarianism, evil and the Holocaust, human agency and moral responsibility, Zionism,
American democracy, British imperialism and the Hungarian Revolution. But, most of all, Arendt
and Berlin disagreed over a question that goes to the heart of the human condition: what does it
mean to be free?

Hannah Arendt and Isaiah
Berlin – Freedom, Politics
and Humanity
Kei Hiruta
9780691226125
£20.00 • $24.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
November 2023
Princeton University Press

A new account of the relevance of Hegel’s ideas for today’s world, countering the
postwar anti-Hegel "insurgency"

 

G.W.F. Hegel was widely seen as the greatest philosopher of his age. Ever since, his work has
shaped debates about issues as varied as religion, aesthetics and metaphysics. His most lasting
contribution was his vision of history and politics. In Hegel’s World Revolutions, Richard Bourke
returns to Hegel’s original arguments, clarifying their true import and illuminating their relevance
to contemporary society. Bourke shows that central to Hegel’s thought was his anatomy of the
modern world. On the one hand he claimed that modernity was a deliverance from subjection, but
on the other he saw it as having unleashed the spirit of critical reflection. Bourke explores this
predicament in terms of a series of world revolutions that Hegel believed had ushered in the rise of
civil society and the emergence of the constitutional state.

 

Bourke interprets Hegel’s thought, with particular reference to his philosophy of history, placing it
in the context of his own time. He then recounts the reception of Hegel’s political ideas, largely over
the course of the twentieth century. Countering the postwar revolt against Hegel, Bourke argues
that his disparagement by major philosophers has impoverished our approach to history and
politics alike. Challenging the condescension of leading thinkers—from Heidegger and Popper to
Lévi-Strauss and Foucault—the book revises prevailing views of the relationship between historical
ideas and present circumstances.

Hegel's World Revolutions
Richard Bourke
9780691250182
£25.00 • $29.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / History & Theory
October 2023
Princeton University Press

How propaganda undermines democracy and why we need to pay attention
 

Our democracy today is fraught with political campaigns, lobbyists, liberal media, and Fox News
commentators, all using language to influence the way we think and reason about public issues.
Even so, many of us believe that propaganda and manipulation aren't problems for us—not in the
way they were for the totalitarian societies of the mid-twentieth century. In How Propaganda
Works, Jason Stanley demonstrates that more attention needs to be paid. He examines how
propaganda operates subtly, how it undermines democracy—particularly the ideals of democratic
deliberation and equality—and how it has damaged democracies of the past.

 

Focusing on the shortcomings of liberal democratic states, Stanley provides a historically grounded
introduction to democratic political theory as a window into the misuse of democratic vocabulary
for propaganda's selfish purposes. He lays out historical examples, such as the restructuring of the
US public school system at the turn of the twentieth century, to explore how the language of
democracy is sometimes used to mask an undemocratic reality. Drawing from a range of sources,
including feminist theory, critical race theory, epistemology, formal semantics, educational theory,
and social and cognitive psychology, he explains how the manipulative and hypocritical declaration
of flawed beliefs and ideologies arises from and perpetuates inequalities in society, such as the
racial injustices that commonly occur in the United States.

 

How Propaganda Works shows that an understanding of propaganda and its mechanisms is
essential for the preservation and protection of liberal democracies everywhere.

How Propaganda Works
Jason Stanley
9780691173429
£16.99 • $19.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Propaganda
December 2016
Princeton University Press

From New York Times bestselling author Cass Sunstein, a timely and powerful
argument for rethinking how the U.S. Constitution is interpreted

 

The U.S. Supreme Court has eliminated the right to abortion and is revisiting other fundamental
questions today—about voting rights, affirmative action, gun laws, and much more. Once-arcane
theories of constitutional interpretation are profoundly affecting the lives of all Americans. In this
brief and urgent book, Harvard Law School professor Cass Sunstein provides a lively introduction
to competing approaches to interpreting the Constitution—and argues that the only way to choose
one is to ask whether it would change American life for the better or worse. If a method of
interpretation would eliminate the right of privacy, allow racial segregation, or obliterate free
speech, it would be unacceptable for that reason.

 

But some Supreme Court justices are committed to “originalism,” arguing that the meaning of the
Constitution is settled by how it was publicly understood when it was ratified. Originalists insist
that their approach is dictated by the Constitution. That, Sunstein argues, is a big mistake. The
Constitution doesn’t contain instructions for its own interpretation. Any approach to constitutional
interpretation needs to be defended in terms of its broad effects—what it does to our rights and our
institutions. It must respect those rights and institutions—and safeguard the conditions for
democracy itself.

 

Passionate and compelling, How to Interpret the Constitution is essential reading for anyone who
is concerned about how the Supreme Court is changing the rights and lives of Americans today.

How to Interpret the
Constitution
Cass R. Sunstein
9780691252049
£18.99 • $22.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Constitutions
October 2023
Princeton University Press
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Timeless political wisdom from ancient history's greatest statesman
 

Marcus Cicero, Rome's greatest statesman and orator, was elected to the Roman Republic's highest
office at a time when his beloved country was threatened by power-hungry politicians, dire
economic troubles, foreign turmoil, and political parties that refused to work together. Sound
familiar? Cicero's letters, speeches, and other writings are filled with timeless wisdom and practical
insight about how to solve these and other problems of leadership and politics. How to Run a
Country collects the best of these writings to provide an entertaining, common sense guide for
modern leaders and citizens. This brief book, a sequel to How to Win an Election, gathers Cicero's
most perceptive thoughts on topics such as leadership, corruption, the balance of power, taxes, war,
immigration, and the importance of compromise. These writings have influenced great leaders—
including America's Founding Fathers—for two thousand years, and they are just as instructive
today as when they were first written.

 

Organized by topic and featuring lively new translations, the book also includes an introduction,
headnotes, a glossary, suggestions for further reading, and an appendix containing the original
Latin texts. The result is an enlightening introduction to some of the most enduring political
wisdom of all time.

How to Run a Country – An
Ancient Guide for Modern
Leaders
Marcus Tullius Cicero
9780691156576
£13.99 • $16.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Political Process /
Leadership
February 2013
Princeton University Press

A primer on campaigning in ancient Rome that reads like a strategy memo from a
modern political consultant

 

How to Win an Election is an ancient Roman guide for campaigning that is as up-to-date as
tomorrow's headlines. In 64 BC when idealist Marcus Cicero, Rome's greatest orator, ran for consul
(the highest office in the Republic), his practical brother Quintus decided he needed some no-
nonsense advice on running a successful campaign. What follows in his short letter are timeless
bits of political wisdom, from the importance of promising everything to everybody and reminding
voters about the sexual scandals of your opponents to being a chameleon, putting on a good show
for the masses, and constantly surrounding yourself with rabid supporters. Presented here in a
lively and colorful new translation, with the Latin text on facing pages, this unashamedly pragmatic
primer on the humble art of personal politicking is dead-on (Cicero won)--and as relevant today as
when it was written.

 

A little-known classic in the spirit of Machiavelli's Prince, How to Win an Election is required
reading for politicians and everyone who enjoys watching them try to manipulate their way into
office.

How to Win an Election – An
Ancient Guide for Modern
Politicians
Quintus Tullius Cicero
9780691154084
£14.99 • $17.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Political Process /
Campaigns & Elections
March 2012
Princeton University Press

Wael B. Hallaq boldly argues that the "Islamic state," judged by any standard definition of what the
modern state represents, is both impossible and inherently self-contradictory. Comparing the legal,
political, moral, and constitutional histories of premodern Islam and Euro-America, he finds the
adoption and practice of the modern state to be highly problematic for modern Muslims. He also
critiques more expansively modernity's moral predicament, which renders impossible any project
resting solely on ethical foundations.

 

The modern state not only suffers from serious legal, political, and constitutional issues, Hallaq
argues, but also, by its very nature, fashions a subject inconsistent with what it means to be, or to
live as, a Muslim. By Islamic standards, the state's technologies of the self are severely lacking in
moral substance, and today's Islamic state, as Hallaq shows, has done little to advance an
acceptable form of genuine Shari'a governance. The Islamists' constitutional battles in Egypt and
Pakistan, the Islamic legal and political failures of the Iranian Revolution, and similar
disappointments underscore this fact. Nevertheless, the state remains the favored template of the
Islamists and the ulama (Muslim clergymen).

 

Providing Muslims with a path toward realizing the good life, Hallaq turns to the rich moral
resources of Islamic history. Along the way, he proves political and other "crises of Islam" are not
unique to the Islamic world nor to the Muslim religion. These crises are integral to the modern
condition of both East and West, and by acknowledging these parallels, Muslims can engage more
productively with their Western counterparts.

The Impossible State – Islam,
Politics, and Modernitỳs
Moral Predicament
Wael Hallaq
9780231162579
£28.00 • $32.00 • Paperback
Political Science / World / Middle Eastern
October 2014
Columbia University Press

What are the causes of war? How might the world be made more peaceful? In this landmark work
of international relations theory, first published in 1959, the eminent realist scholar Kenneth N.
Waltz offers a foundational analysis of the nature of conflict between states. He explores works by
both classic political philosophers, such as St. Augustine, Hobbes, Kant, and Rousseau, and
modern psychologists and anthropologists to discover ideas intended to explain war among states
and related prescriptions for peace. Waltz influentially distinguishes among three “images” of the
origins of war: those that blame individual leaders or human nature, those rooted in states’ internal
composition, and those concerning the structure of the international system. With a foreword by
Stephen M. Walt on the legacy and continued relevance of Waltz’s work, this anniversary edition
brings new life to a perennial international relations classic.

Man, the State, and War – A
Theoretical Analysis
Kenneth Waltz
9780231188050
£22.00 • $28.00 • Paperback
Political Science / History & Theory
December 2018
Columbia University Press
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The American Century began in 1941 and ended on January 20, 2017. While the United States
remains a military giant and is still an economic powerhouse, it no longer dominates the world
economy or geopolitics as it once did. The current turn toward nationalism and “America first”
unilateralism in foreign policy will not make America great. Instead, it represents the abdication of
our responsibilities in the face of severe environmental threats, political upheaval, mass migration,
and other global challenges.

 

In this incisive and forceful book, Jeffrey D. Sachs provides the blueprint for a new foreign policy
that embraces global cooperation, international law, and aspirations for worldwide prosperity—not
nationalism and gauzy dreams of past glory. He argues that America’s approach to the world must
shift from military might and wars of choice to a commitment to shared objectives of sustainable
development. Our pursuit of primacy has embroiled us in unwise and unwinnable wars, and it is
time to shift from making war to making peace and time to embrace the opportunities that
international cooperation offers. A New Foreign Policy explores both the danger of the “America
first” mindset and the possibilities for a new way forward, proposing timely and achievable plans to
foster global economic growth, reconfigure the United Nations for the twenty-first century, and
build a multipolar world that is prosperous, peaceful, fair, and resilient.

A New Foreign Policy –
Beyond American
Exceptionalism
Je�rey D. Sachs
9780231188494
£10.99 • $12.95 • Paperback
Political Science / International Relations /
Diplomacy
April 2020
Columbia University Press

Denouncing racism and celebrating diversity have become central to progressive politics. For many
on the left, it seems, social justice would consist of an equitable distribution of wealth, power and
esteem among racial groups. But as Adolph Reed Jr. and Walter Benn Michaels argue in this
incisive collection of essays, the emphasis here is tragically misplaced. Not only can a fixation with
racial disparities distract from the pervasive influence of class, it can actually end up legitimising
economic inequality. As Reed and Michaels put it, “racism is real and anti-racism is both admirable
and necessary, but extant racism isn’t what principally produces our inequality and anti-racism
won’t eliminate it”.

 

No Politics but Class Politics gathers together Reed and Michaels’s recent essays on inequality,
along with a newly commissioned interview with the authors and an illuminating foreword by
Daniel Zamora and Anton Jäger. These writings eschew the sloppy thinking and moral posturing
that too often characterise discussions of race and class in favour of clear-eyed social, cultural and
historical analysis. Reed and Michaels make the case here for a genuinely radical politics: a politics
which aspires not to the establishment of a demographically representative social elite, but instead
to economic justice for everyone.

No Politics but Class Politics
Jr., Adolph Reed,
9781912475575
£20.00 • $25.00 • Paperback
Political Science / History & Theory
April 2023
Eris Press

Five hundred years after his death, Niccolò Machiavelli still draws an astonishing range of
contradictory characterizations. Was he a friend of tyrants? An ardent republican loyal to
Florence’s free institutions? The father of political realism? A revolutionary populist? A calculating
rationalist? A Renaissance humanist? A prophet of Italian unification? A theorist of mixed
government? A forerunner to authoritarianism? The master of the dark arts of intrigue?

 

This book provides a vivid and engaging introduction to Machiavelli’s life and works that sheds
new light on his originality and relevance. Gabriele Pedullà—a leading Italian expert and acclaimed
writer—offers fresh readings of the Florentine thinker’s most famous writings, The Prince and the
Discourses on Livy, as well as lesser-known texts. A new and often surprising Machiavelli emerges:
one closer to his time but also better suited to inform our own. Pedullà’s portrait of Machiavelli
highlights his close attention to social and emotional bonds, staunch opposition to oligarchy, keen
awareness of the economic side of power dynamics, and strong preference for history over
philosophy as a guide for leaders.

 

This book recovers the excitement Machiavelli roused in his first readers for a twenty-first-century
audience, capturing his capacity to provoke, both then and now, with unconventional ideas and
startling insights.

On Niccolò Machiavelli – The
Bonds of Politics
Gabriele Pedullà
9780231205559
£12.99 • $14.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
November 2023
Columbia University Press

A landmark defense of democracy that has been hailed as one of the most important
books of the twentieth century

 

One of the most important books of the twentieth century, The Open Society and Its Enemies is an
uncompromising defense of liberal democracy and a powerful attack on the intellectual origins of
totalitarianism. An immediate sensation when it was first published, Karl Popper’s monumental
achievement has attained legendary status on both the Left and Right. Tracing the roots of an
authoritarian tradition represented by Plato, Marx, and Hegel, Popper argues that the spirit of free,
critical inquiry that governs scientific investigation should also apply to politics. In a new foreword,
George Soros, who was a student of Popper, describes the “revelation” of first reading the book and
how it helped inspire his philanthropic Open Society Foundations.

The Open Society and Its
Enemies
Karl R. Popper
9780691210841
£25.00 • $29.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
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An updated and expanded edition of the classic introduction to PPE—philosophy,
politics, and economics—coauthored by one of the field’s pioneers

 

Philosophy, Politics, and Economics offers a complete introduction to the fundamental tools and
concepts of analysis that PPE students need to study social and political issues. This fully updated
and expanded edition examines the core methodologies of rational choice, strategic analysis,
norms, and collective choice that serve as the bedrocks of political philosophy and the social
sciences. The textbook is ideal for advanced undergraduates, graduate students, and nonspecialists
looking to familiarize themselves with PPE’s approaches.

 

Starting with individual choice, the book develops an account of rationality to introduce readers to
decision theory, utility theory, and concepts of welfare economics and consumer choice theory. It
moves to strategic choice in game theory to explore such issues as bargaining theory, repeated
games, and evolutionary game theory. The text also considers how social norms can be understood,
observed, and measured. Concluding chapters address collective choice, social choice theory and
democracy, and public choice theory’s connections to voters, representatives, and institutions.

 

Rigorous and comprehensive, Philosophy, Politics, and Economics continues to be an essential text
for this popular and burgeoning field.

 
The only book that covers the entirety of PPE methods
A rigorous, nontechnical introduction to decision theory, game theory, and positive
political theory
A philosophical introduction to rational choice theory in the social sciences

Philosophy, Politics, and
Economics – An Introduction
Gerald Gaus
9780691219790
£25.00 • $29.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
December 2021
Princeton University Press

This book continues and revises the ideas of justice as fairness that John Rawls presented in A
Theory of Justice but changes its philosophical interpretation in a fundamental way. That previous
work assumed what Rawls calls a "well-ordered society," one that is stable and relatively
homogenous in its basic moral beliefs and in which there is broad agreement about what
constitutes the good life. Yet in modern democratic society a plurality of incompatible and
irreconcilable doctrines—religious, philosophical, and moral—coexist within the framework of
democratic institutions. Recognizing this as a permanent condition of democracy, Rawls asks how
a stable and just society of free and equal citizens can live in concord when divided by reasonable
but incompatible doctrines?

 

This edition includes the essay "The Idea of Public Reason Revisited," which outlines Rawls' plans
to revise Political Liberalism, which were cut short by his death.

 

"An extraordinary well-reasoned commentary on A Theory of Justice...a decisive turn towards
political philosophy."

 

—Times Literary Supplement

Political Liberalism
John Rawls
9780231130899
£22.00 • $26.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
April 2005
Columbia University Press

Why debunked political rumors persist and how to combat them
 

Political rumors and misinformation pollute the political landscape. This is not a recent
phenomenon; before the currently rampant and unfounded rumors about a stolen election and
vote-rigging, there were other rumors that continued to spread even after they were thoroughly
debunked, including doubts about 9/11 (an “inside job”) and the furor over President Obama’s
birthplace and birth certificate. If misinformation crowds out the truth, how can Americans
communicate with one another about important issues? In this book, Adam Berinsky examines
why political rumors exist and persist despite their unsubstantiated and refuted claims, who is
most likely to believe them, and how to combat them.

 

Drawing on original survey and experimental data, Berinsky shows that a tendency toward
conspiratorial thinking and vehement partisan attachment fuel belief in rumors. Yet the reach of
rumors is wide, and Berinsky argues that in fighting misinformation, it is as important to target the
undecided and the uncertain as it is the true believers. We’re all vulnerable to misinformation, and
public skepticism about the veracity of political facts is damaging to democracy. Moreover, in a
world where most people simply don’t pay attention to politics, political leaders are often guilty of
disseminating false information—and failing to correct it when it is proven wrong. Berinsky
suggests that we should focus on the messenger as much as the message of rumors. Just as
important as how misinformation is debunked is who does the debunking.

Political Rumors – Why We
Accept Misinformation and
How to Fight It
Adam J. Berinsky
9780691158389
£25.00 • $29.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / Political Process
October 2023
Princeton University Press

Politics and Vision is a landmark work by one of the great thinkers of the twentieth century. This is
a significantly expanded edition of one of the greatest works of modern political theory. Sheldon
Wolin's Politics and Vision inspired and instructed two generations of political theorists after its
appearance in 1960. Substantially expanded for republication in 2004, it is both a sweeping survey
of Western political thought and a powerful account of contemporary predicaments of power and
democracy. In lucid and compelling prose, Sheldon Wolin offers original, subtle, and often
surprising interpretations of political theorists from Plato to Rawls. Situating them historically
while sounding their depths, he critically engages their diverse accounts of politics, theory, power,
justice, citizenship, and institutions. The new chapters, which show how thinkers have grappled
with the immense possibilities and dangers of modern power, are themselves a major theoretical
statement. They culminate in Wolin’s remarkable argument that the United States has invented a
new political form, "inverted totalitarianism,“ in which economic rather than political power is
dangerously dominant. In this expanded edition, the book that helped to define political theory in
the late twentieth century should energize, enlighten, and provoke generations of scholars to come.

 

Wolin originally wrote Politics and Vision to challenge the idea that political analysis should
consist simply of the neutral observation of objective reality. He argues that political thinkers must
also rely on creative vision. Wolin shows that great theorists have been driven to shape politics to
some vision of the Good that lies outside the existing political order. As he tells it, the history of
theory is thus, in part, the story of changing assumptions about the Good.

 

Acclaimed as a tour de force when it was first published, and a major scholarly event when the

Politics and Vision –
Continuity and Innovation in
Western Political Thought –
Expanded Edition
Sheldon S. Wolin
9780691174051
£22.00 • $26.95 • Paperback
Political Science / History & Theory
September 2016
Princeton University Press
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Columbia University Press's multivolume Prison Notebooks is the only complete critical edition of
Antonio Gramsci's seminal writings in English. Based on the authoritative Italian edition of
Gramsci's work, Quaderni del Carcere, this comprehensive translation presents the intellectual as
he ought to be read and understood, with critical notes that clarify Gramsci's history, culture, and
sources; an index of names; and a contextualization of the thinker's ideas against his earlier
writings and letters. This set includes notebooks 1 through 8 with all attendant notes and materials
and is an indispensible resource for scholars in the humanities and social sciences.

Prison Notebooks – Volumes
1, 2 & 3
Antonio Gramsci
9780231157551
£80.00 • $95.00 • Hardcover
Political Science / History & Theory
April 2011
Columbia University Press

Why our workplaces are authoritarian private governments—and why we can’t see it
 

One in four American workers says their workplace is a “dictatorship.” Yet that number almost
certainly would be higher if we recognized employers for what they are—private governments with
sweeping authoritarian power over our lives. Many employers minutely regulate workers’ speech,
clothing, and manners on the job, and employers often extend their authority to the off-duty lives
of workers, who can be fired for their political speech, recreational activities, diet, and almost
anything else employers care to govern. In this compelling book, Elizabeth Anderson examines
why, despite all this, we continue to talk as if free markets make workers free, and she proposes a
better way to think about the workplace, opening up space for discovering how workers can enjoy
real freedom.

Private Government – How
Employers Rule Our Lives
(and Why We Doǹt Talk about
It)
Elizabeth Anderson
9780691192246
£16.99 • $19.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
April 2019
Princeton University Press

Few works of political and cultural theory have been as enduringly provocative as Guy Debord’s
Society of the Spectacle. From its publication amid the social upheavals of the 1960s to the present,
the volatile theses of this book have decisively transformed debates on the shape of modernity,
capitalism, and everyday life in the late twentieth century. Now finally available in a superb English
translation approved by the author, Debord’s text remains as crucial as ever for understanding the
contemporary effects of power, which are increasingly inseparable from the new virtual worlds of
our rapidly changing image / information culture.

 

“In all that has happened in the last twenty years, the most important change lies in the very
continuity of the spectacle. Quite simply, the spectacle’s domination has succeeded in raising a
whole generation moulded to its laws. The extraordinary new conditions in which this entire
generation has lived constitute a comprehensive summary of all that, henceforth, the spectacle will
forbid; and also all that it will permit.”— Guy Debord (1988)

The Society of the Spectacle
Guy Debord
9780942299793
£20.00 • $23.95 • Paperback
Political Science / History & Theory
November 1995
Zone Books – MIT

A riveting account of espionage for the digital age, from one of America’s leading
intelligence experts

 

Spying has never been more ubiquitous—or less understood. The world is drowning in spy movies,
TV shows, and novels, but universities offer more courses on rock and roll than on the CIA and
there are more congressional experts on powdered milk than espionage. This crisis in intelligence
education is distorting public opinion, fueling conspiracy theories, and hurting intelligence policy.
In Spies, Lies, and Algorithms, Amy Zegart separates fact from fiction as she offers an engaging
and enlightening account of the past, present, and future of American espionage as it faces a
revolution driven by digital technology.

 

Drawing on decades of research and hundreds of interviews with intelligence officials, Zegart
provides a history of U.S. espionage, from George Washington’s Revolutionary War spies to today’s
spy satellites; examines how fictional spies are influencing real officials; gives an overview of
intelligence basics and life inside America’s intelligence agencies; explains the deadly cognitive
biases that can mislead analysts; and explores the vexed issues of traitors, covert action, and
congressional oversight. Most of all, Zegart describes how technology is empowering new enemies
and opportunities, and creating powerful new players, such as private citizens who are successfully
tracking nuclear threats using little more than Google Earth. And she shows why cyberspace is, in
many ways, the ultimate cloak-and-dagger battleground, where nefarious actors employ deception,
subterfuge, and advanced technology for theft, espionage, and information warfare.

 

A fascinating and revealing account of espionage for the digital age, Spies, Lies, and Algorithms is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the reality of spying today.

Spies, Lies, and Algorithms –
The History and Future of
American Intelligence
Amy B. Zegart
9780691223070
£17.99 • $21.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Security (National &
International)
April 2023
Princeton University Press
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How a new breed of dictators holds power by manipulating information and faking
democracy

 

Hitler, Stalin, and Mao ruled through violence, fear, and ideology. But in recent decades a new
breed of media-savvy strongmen has been redesigning authoritarian rule for a more sophisticated,
globally connected world. In place of overt, mass repression, rulers such as Vladimir Putin, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, and Viktor Orbán control their citizens by distorting information and simulating
democratic procedures. Like spin doctors in democracies, they spin the news to engineer support.
Uncovering this new brand of authoritarianism, Sergei Guriev and Daniel Treisman explain the rise
of such “spin dictators,” describing how they emerge and operate, the new threats they pose, and
how democracies should respond.

 

Spin Dictators traces how leaders such as Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew and Peru’s Alberto Fujimori
pioneered less violent, more covert, and more effective methods of monopolizing power. They
cultivated an image of competence, concealed censorship, and used democratic institutions to
undermine democracy, all while increasing international engagement for financial and reputational
benefits. The book reveals why most of today’s authoritarians are spin dictators—and how they
differ from the remaining “fear dictators” such as Kim Jong-un and Bashar al-Assad, as well as
from masters of high-tech repression like Xi Jinping.

 

Offering incisive portraits of today’s authoritarian leaders, Spin Dictators explains some of the
great political puzzles of our time—from how dictators can survive in an age of growing modernity
to the disturbing convergence and mutual sympathy between dictators and populists like Donald
Trump.

Spin Dictators – The
Changing Face of Tyranny in
the 21st Century
Daniel Treisman
9780691224473
£14.99 • $21.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Fascism & Totalitarianism
May 2023
Princeton University Press

A major new account of the state and its importance by a leading political
philosopher

 

The future of our species depends on the state. Can states resist corporate capture, religious
zealotry, and nationalist mania? Can they find a way to work together so that the earth heals and its
peoples prosper? Or is the state just not up to the task? In this book, the prominent political
philosopher Philip Pettit examines the nature of the state and its capacity to serve goals like peace
and justice within and beyond its borders. In doing so, he breaks new ground by making the state
the focus of political theory—with implications for economic, legal, and social theory—and presents
a persuasive, historically informed image of an institution that lies at the center of our lives.

 

Offering an account that is more realist than utopian, Pettit starts from the function the polity is
meant to serve, looks at how it can best discharge that function, and explores its ability to engage
beneficially in the life of its citizens. This enables him to identify an ideal of statehood that is a
precondition of justice. Only if states approximate this functional ideal will they be able to deal with
the perennial problems of extreme poverty and bitter discord as well as the challenges that loom
over the coming centuries, including climate change, population growth, and nuclear arms.

The State
Philip Pettit
9780691182209
£35.00 • $39.95 • Hardcover
Political Science / History & Theory
May 2023
Princeton University Press

A spirited defense of the anarchist approach to life
 

James Scott taught us what's wrong with seeing like a state. Now, in his most accessible and
personal book to date, the acclaimed social scientist makes the case for seeing like an anarchist.
Inspired by the core anarchist faith in the possibilities of voluntary cooperation without hierarchy,
Two Cheers for Anarchism is an engaging, high-spirited, and often very funny defense of an
anarchist way of seeing—one that provides a unique and powerful perspective on everything from
everyday social and political interactions to mass protests and revolutions. Through a wide-ranging
series of memorable anecdotes and examples, the book describes an anarchist sensibility that
celebrates the local knowledge, common sense, and creativity of ordinary people. The result is a
kind of handbook on constructive anarchism that challenges us to radically reconsider the value of
hierarchy in public and private life, from schools and workplaces to retirement homes and
government itself.

 

Beginning with what Scott calls "the law of anarchist calisthenics," an argument for law-breaking
inspired by an East German pedestrian crossing, each chapter opens with a story that captures an
essential anarchist truth. In the course of telling these stories, Scott touches on a wide variety of
subjects: public disorder and riots, desertion, poaching, vernacular knowledge, assembly-line
production, globalization, the petty bourgeoisie, school testing, playgrounds, and the practice of
historical explanation.

 

Far from a dogmatic manifesto, Two Cheers for Anarchism celebrates the anarchist confidence in
the inventiveness and judgment of people who are free to exercise their creative and moral
capacities.

Two Cheers for Anarchism –
Six Easy Pieces on
Autonomy, Dignity, and
Meaningful Work and Play
James C. Scott
9780691161037
£14.99 • $17.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Ideologies /
Anarchism
April 2014
Princeton University Press

Neoliberal rationality — ubiquitous today in statecraft and the workplace, in jurisprudence,
education, and culture — remakes everything and everyone in the image of homo oeconomicus.
What happens when this rationality transposes the constituent elements of democracy into an
economic register? In vivid detail, Wendy Brown explains how democracy itself is imperiled.

 

The demos disintegrates into bits of human capital; concerns with justice cede to the mandates of
growth rates, credit ratings, and investment climates; liberty submits to the imperative of human
capital appreciation; equality dissolves into market competition; and popular sovereignty grows
incoherent. Liberal democratic practices may not survive these transformations. Radical
democratic dreams may not either.

 

In an original and compelling theoretical argument, Brown explains how and why neoliberal reason
undoes the political form and political imaginary it falsely promises to secure and reinvigorate.
Through meticulous analyses of neoliberalized law, political practices, governance, and education,
she charts the new common sense.

 

Undoing the Demos makes clear that, far from being the lodestar of the twenty-first century, a
future for democracy depends upon it becoming an object of struggle and rethinking.

Undoing the Demos –
Neoliberalism's Stealth
Revolution
Wendy Brown
9781935408543
£17.99 • $20.95 • Paperback
Political Science / Political Economy
November 2017
Zone Books – MIT
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Why violence in the Congo has continued despite decades of international
intervention

 

Well into its third decade, the military conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has been
dubbed a “forever war”—a perpetual cycle of war, civil unrest, and local feuds over power and
identity. Millions have died in one of the worst humanitarian calamities of our time. The War That
Doesn’t Say Its Name investigates the most recent phase of this conflict, asking why the peace deal
of 2003—accompanied by the largest United Nations peacekeeping mission in the world and tens
of billions in international aid—has failed to stop the violence. Jason Stearns argues that the
fighting has become an end in itself, carried forward in substantial part through the apathy and
complicity of local and international actors.

 

Stearns shows that regardless of the suffering, there has emerged a narrow military bourgeoisie of
commanders and politicians for whom the conflict is a source of survival, dignity, and profit.
Foreign donors provide food and urgent health care for millions, preventing the Congolese state
from collapsing, but this involvement has not yielded transformational change. Stearns gives a
detailed historical account of this period, focusing on the main players—Congolese and Rwandan
states and the main armed groups. He extrapolates from these dynamics to other conflicts across
Africa and presents a theory of conflict that highlights the interests of the belligerents and the
social structures from which they arise.

 

Exploring how violence in the Congo has become preoccupied with its own reproduction, The War
That Doesn't Say Its Name sheds light on why certain military feuds persist without resolution.

The War That Doesn't Say Its
Name – The Unending
Conflict in the Congo
Jason K. Stearns
9780691224510
£18.99 • $22.95 • Paperback
Political Science / World / African
August 2023
Princeton University Press

For more than a century, from 1900 to 2006, campaigns of nonviolent resistance were more than
twice as effective as their violent counterparts in achieving their stated goals. By attracting
impressive support from citizens, whose activism takes the form of protests, boycotts, civil
disobedience, and other forms of nonviolent noncooperation, these efforts help separate regimes
from their main sources of power and produce remarkable results, even in Iran, Burma, the
Philippines, and the Palestinian Territories.

 

Combining statistical analysis with case studies of specific countries and territories, Erica
Chenoweth and Maria J. Stephan detail the factors enabling such campaigns to succeed and,
sometimes, causing them to fail. They find that nonviolent resistance presents fewer obstacles to
moral and physical involvement and commitment, and that higher levels of participation
contribute to enhanced resilience, greater opportunities for tactical innovation and civic disruption
(and therefore less incentive for a regime to maintain its status quo), and shifts in loyalty among
opponents' erstwhile supporters, including members of the military establishment.

 

Chenoweth and Stephan conclude that successful nonviolent resistance ushers in more durable and
internally peaceful democracies, which are less likely to regress into civil war. Presenting a rich,
evidentiary argument, they originally and systematically compare violent and nonviolent outcomes
in different historical periods and geographical contexts, debunking the myth that violence occurs
because of structural and environmental factors and that it is necessary to achieve certain political
goals. Instead, the authors discover, violent insurgency is rarely justifiable on strategic grounds.

Why Civil Resistance Works –
The Strategic Logic of
Nonviolent Conflict
Erica Chenoweth
9780231156837
£22.00 • $27.00 • Paperback
Political Science
December 2012
Columbia University Press

A compelling case for why it's time for socialism
 

Is socialism desirable? Is it even possible? In this concise book, one of the world's leading political
philosophers presents with clarity and wit a compelling moral case for socialism and argues that
the obstacles in its way are exaggerated.

 

There are times, G. A. Cohen notes, when we all behave like socialists. On a camping trip, for
example, campers wouldn't dream of charging each other to use a soccer ball or for fish that they
happened to catch. Campers do not give merely to get, but relate to each other in a spirit of equality
and community. Would such socialist norms be desirable across society as a whole? Why not?
Whole societies may differ from camping trips, but it is still attractive when people treat each other
with the equal regard that such trips exhibit.

 

But, however desirable it may be, many claim that socialism is impossible. Cohen writes that the
biggest obstacle to socialism isn't, as often argued, intractable human selfishness—it's rather the
lack of obvious means to harness the human generosity that is there. Lacking those means, we rely
on the market. But there are many ways of confining the sway of the market: there are desirable
changes that can move us toward a socialist society in which, to quote Albert Einstein, humanity
has "overcome and advanced beyond the predatory stage of human development."

Why Not Socialism?
G. A. Cohen
9780691143613
£8.99 • $10.95 • Hardcover
Philosophy / Political
September 2009
Princeton University Press

Decolonization revolutionized the international order during the twentieth century. Yet standard
histories that present the end of colonialism as an inevitable transition from a world of empires to
one of nations—a world in which self-determination was synonymous with nation-building—
obscure just how radical this change was. Drawing on the political thought of anticolonial
intellectuals and statesmen such as Nnamdi Azikiwe, W.E.B Du Bois, George Padmore, Kwame
Nkrumah, Eric Williams, Michael Manley, and Julius Nyerere, this important new account of
decolonization reveals the full extent of their unprecedented ambition to remake not only nations
but the world.

 

Adom Getachew shows that African, African American, and Caribbean anticolonial nationalists
were not solely or even primarily nation-builders. Responding to the experience of racialized
sovereign inequality, dramatized by interwar Ethiopia and Liberia, Black Atlantic thinkers and
politicians challenged international racial hierarchy and articulated alternative visions of
worldmaking. Seeking to create an egalitarian postimperial world, they attempted to transcend
legal, political, and economic hierarchies by securing a right to self-determination within the newly
founded United Nations, constituting regional federations in Africa and the Caribbean, and
creating the New International Economic Order.

 

Using archival sources from Barbados, Trinidad, Ghana, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom,
Worldmaking after Empire recasts the history of decolonization, reconsiders the failure of
anticolonial nationalism, and offers a new perspective on debates about today’s international order.

Worldmaking after Empire –
The Rise and Fall of Self–
Determination
Adom Getachew
9780691202341
£22.00 • $27.95 • Paperback
Philosophy / Political
April 2020
Princeton University Press
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